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The NYACD meeting was ° Alternate sources of
held in conjunction with  funding such as utilizing
the CDEA Administrative 501c¢3 status

Manager’s Conference on
October 17-19 at the

Thank you to outgoing
President Brad Rogers fo
his years of contribution tc
NYACD. Brad will con-
tinue to represent NYACD
on Great Lakes issues.

Delegates elected a new
Radisson Hotel in Utica. slate ofNYACD officers:
Oneida SWCD hosted a ° President: Tom Nichols
tour that showcased their St. Lawrence County
work. ° 1st Vice President:

Award recipients:

° Distinguished Service
George Proios, Suffolk  Award - Commissioner

Delegates voted on the  County Patrick Hooker

following resolutions ° 2nd Vice President: Dar ° Appreciation Award -

° Chesapeake Bay Total Farrand, Steuben County Blanche Hurlbutt, Otsego

Maximum Daily Load ° Division 7 Representa- SWCD

° Block granting through tive: Jim Miccio, Duchess ° Commendation Award -

USDA County Edith Davey

° Asian Carp in the Great ° Divison 6 Representa-

Lakes tive: Scott Ryan, Mont-

¢ Gas drilling gomery County

NYACD President Tom
Nichols with Appreciation
Award recipient
Blanche Hurlbutt

NYACD Vice President
George Priois with
Commendation Award
recipient Edith Davy

Distinguished Service
Award recipient
Commissioner Patrick
Hooker with
Assemblyman Bill Magee

Protecting
Tomorrow

Executive Committeq

President
Steve Loraine
Madison County

Vice President
Jim Lieberum
Warren County

Secretary
Velynda Risley
Steuben County

Treasurer
Kristin White
Seneca County

Member At Large
Brian Wohseidler
Jefferson County

Division Reps

Division |
Mark Gaston
Erie County

Division Il
PJ Emerick
Ontario County

Division IlI
Christine Watkins
Jefferson County

Division VI

Jerry Verrigni
Schuyler County
Division V
Lenny Croote
Hamilton County

Division VI
John Persch
Fulton County

Division VII
Kristen O'Dell
Orange County

Division VIII
Polly Weigand
Suffolk County
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A large helping of in-the-field,

basic surveying to grazing plan- will arrive in August. These

hands on training was served u| ning and practices, from farm- courses are geared for all em-
at this year's Conservation Skill: stead resource concern identifi- ployees, not just the our new-

Workshop hosted by the Cort-
land County SWCD. SWCD
employees from New York

State and beyond, private plan-
ners, and professional engineer tion Class that

totaling over 100 participants
registered for 10 classes. This
training was made possible by
the financial support from
USDA NRCS, the NY CDEA
and the Empire Chapter of the
Soil and Water Conservation
Society. Classes ranged from

comers. Contact Tom
Eskildsen, Christine
Watkins, John
Persch, or Mark
Burger to share
your class sugges-
Mark Burger and tions for 2011. Spe-
Paula Bagley (NRCS) to cial thanks to committee
create a film that will be utilized contacts, instructors, and steer-
in future training sessions. If  ing committee members: Tom
you haven't attended Conserva: Eskildsen, Christine Watkins,
tion Skills in a few years, watch John Persch, and Mark Burger.
for the registration packet that

cation to wetland regula-
tions. Footage was
shot during the

Concrete Inspec-

will be edited by

Farms, Folks, and Funding: Cul
vating Stewardship through Re-
search and Practice

February 2, 2011

Inn on the Lake, Canandaigua

NYACD Legislative Days
February 7-8, 2011
Albany

Sean McCarthy (Cayuga SWCD), Mark Schaub (Onondaga §| Water Quality Symposium
SWCD), and Russell Smith (Cortland SWCD) are filnasd March 15-18, 2011
concrete is being poured at the Cortland County SMt Holiday Inn, Auburn

the Concrete Inspection class at ConservationsSkill

May 17-18, 2011
Holiday Inn, Saratoga Springs

New York State Envirothon
May 25-26, 2011

Students complete field work for Phil Griswold'sska

Surveying Class at the Conservation Skills Workshop
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Ten "Districts in the News

NYACD Annual Meeting.
Communicating the value of

with 23 Districts submitting
and 12 television and radio in-

the Best Overall District Press,
Schuyler SWCD took home
gold, Schoharie SWCD won
silver and Cayuga SWCD won
bronze. The Partnership in the
News Award went to the Mo-
hawk River Watershed Coali-

tion; the AEM in the News
Awards" with prizes ranging up Award went to Washington

to $250 were presented at the SWCD; the AEM Dairy in the
News Award sponsored by our
partners from the American
SWCDs through the press con- Dairy Association went to Wyo-
tinues to be on the rise statewid ming SWCD; and "Photo
Awards" were presented to
nearly 300 newspaper articles Washington, Madison, and
Schoharie SWCDs. The prestig-
terviews. In the top category foiious "Platinum Award" was pre-
sented to Clinton SWCD for
achieving top recognition for 3
or more years in a row. Con-
gratulations to the winners, and
remember to start collecting
your press now for the Fall 2011

Districts in the News Awards (left to right): NYACPresident Tom
Nichols, Director Harold Vroman and Brenda Weave8choharie
SWCD, Ron Podolak of Cayuga SWCD, and State Aljticel
Commissioner Patrick Hooker
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WelcomeVirginia Weston to the

Soil and Water family as the Sta
Committee’s new Secretary.

Welcomelindsey Gersten-
slager, new District Manager of
Wayne SWCD.

Congratulation€aroline Myers
of Monroe SWCD who recently
had her baby.

WelcomeKelly Emerick as
Monroe SWCD's new Executive
Director.

WelcomeScott Torrey as Alle-
gany SWCD's new Executive Di
rector.

Congratulationd.evi Rudd, Jef-
ferson SWCD, who is getting
married this January.

Happy Belated 70th Birthday to
Ontario SWCD.

Congratulations t®el Cook,
Hamilton SWCD, who is retiring
after 19 years of service.

Congratulations to legislators
Dan Crippen andRay Susicefor
their service as Jefferson SWCD
District Directors.




Division Spotlight
0

ing accumulated debris and
other obstructions at or near
county infrastructure in order to
improve stream flow

Partnerships
I’'m not sure who coined the
phrase “When it rains, it
pours,” but those Soil

and to pro-
and Water_ tect county
Conservation roadways.

Districts who This pro-

have had gram has

extreme helped to

rain events Iprevlt_entd

ip th h ocalize

[Ihpeir E:c())lljj?‘lty 7 flooding

know just - and loss of
" ropert

that. For the 77 $% gndphag oro-

last year Erie, vided for

Cattaraugus and Chau- repair to damaged
tauqua Counties have been  roads and bridges. However,
working to mitigate damage thas €xtreme rain events and the
resulted from a rain event that SCMetimes disastrous conse-

t
occu’rreq on A ugus’t’ 9 2009. for assistance by the County of
That's right, “2009,” and a year- grie - Qver the past few years

guences have increased the cal

and-a-half later this constructior Erie County has experienced ar

effort is still underway and will increase in large-scale erosion
continue into 2011. As we ring issues which require more in-
in the new year | thought it volved survey, design and ad-

would be beneficial to reflect on

&
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ministrative work by the District
to protect the county’s aging
infrastructure

This “call for assistance” has
increased the scope of the
Stream Maintenance Program
and has strengthened the part-
nership. This partnership be-
came instrumental in setting the
stage for District involvement in
the 2009 flood response. This
response relied on the District’s
experience in natural resources
planning and management, as
well as technical knowledge of
stream restoration and protec-
tion. District activity included
assisting with initial damage
inventory and reconnaissance
efforts and mapping, assessing
the impact of and prioritizing
erosion sites When the federal
disaster declaration was made,
the wave of FEMA funded pro-
jects began and the District mo-
bilized for implementation. The
impressive results of many
hours of work focused on map-

2010 and Erie County Soil and
Water Conservation District’s
role in restoration efforts.

Erie County Soil and Water
Conservation District's
(“District”) role in the County

of Erie’s stream restoration and
protection effort has its founda-
tion through a 9-year partner-
ship with Erie County Highway
Department in a County-wide
Stream Maintenance Program.
The initial focus of the Stream
Maintenance Program called fol
the District to assist the County
Highway Department in remov-
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ping, estimating costs, survey- More than twenty-five EWP
ing, designing, filing permits,  project sites were approved for

coordinating public officials, — fynding. The District assisted
working with landowners and

inspecting construction. To
date, the District has assisted oS!
with forty sites totaling over ~ Cost-share by coordinating the

Page 5

Certainly any Districss role in
an emergency situation will
vary according to the specifics

many of the municipal sponsors of local partnerships. It is im-
in securing their necessary localportant that Districts develop

and maintain partnerships that
are vital to addressing local re-
source conservation needs in

nical assistance

during emer-

$400,000 in project costs. most efficient matching of exist-

These numbers will grow as dis ing grant and program funds

aster response continues. including the sponsorship of tenorder to provide effective tech-
On February 22;

2010, USDA-

NRCS was au-

thorized to initi-
ate the Emer-
gency Water-
shed Protection
(EWP) Progran
in response to
the disaster.
EWP is a recovt
ery effort in-
tended to re-
lieve imminent
hazards to life
and property

gency response.
Thanks to sus-
tained partner-
ships and multi-
agency pro-
grams within
Erie County, we
have a very
good idea of
what is ex-
pected from us
in an emergency

caused by situation.
floods, fires, #

windstorms or $ % L
other natural The Dls_trlct
occurrences. would like to

NRCS may cover up to 75% of sites through the County High-

the EOSt of gelitgidble _%?nstrtucti?n way Stream Maintenance Pro-
work associated with restoratior gram. District personnel were

activity. Remaining costs must : . .
be covered by local sources an 292in called to action to assist
can be cash and/or in-kind ser- With surveying, designing, filing
vices. Funding for the program permits, coordinating public of-
is provided through congres-  ficials, working with landown-

sional appropriations. ers and inspecting construction.

Authorized work included: Nine of the ten county sites are

Clearing debris-clogged
stream channels

Repairing eroded and unsta:
ble streambanks

Protecting jeopardized pub-
lic infrastructure

and counting. In all, the EWP
project sites approved for fund-
ing will exceed five million dol-
lars.

thank all the landowners, con-
tractors, state and federal agen-
cies and town and county offi-
cials for their involvement and
assistance in recovery efforts.
The District would like to ex-
tend special thanks to the USDA
NRCS East Aurora Field Office
and Erie County Highway De-

complete totaling over $600,000Partment.
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Herkimer SWCD worked with the York. Many of these victims  consists of an eight hour train-
NY State Department of Health  are farmers. ing course focusing on basic
and the Black River-St. Lawrence tree felling safety; personal pro-

RC&D Council to bring Game of Because of these statistics, NY tective equipment; chainsaw
Logging (GOL) Level 1 training FACE received a grant from the safety; operation and mainte-
to 10 local farmers on November Northeast Center for Ag and  nance; and proper felling tech-
29", Farmers often perform for- Occupational Health to provide niques.

estry work such as harvesting six GOL trainings for upstate

trees, transporting logs, clearing New York farmers. The primary Participants received excellent,
land and cutting firewood. Farm- goal of this project is to provide hands-on, education from in-
ers who lack sufficient knowledge farmers with critical knowledge structor Bill Lindloff of PRO

or do not use the proper equip- and methods enabling them to Cuts, as well as informational
ment to perform these tasks safelychange risky behaviors and handouts and a copy of

are at greater risk of serious inju- minimize injury. “Logging Safety: A Field

ries and even death. According to Guide.” Participants enjoyed
the New York State Fatality As- GOL is a hands-on training pro- the training and look forward to
sessment and Control Evaluation gram that teaches logging utilizing the knowledge they

program (NY FACE), there are ansafety, cutting techniques and gained as they continue to work
average of 9 fatalities per year  conservation through classroonm more safely in their woodlots.
from tree-work in upstate New  and field work. GOL Level |

Instructor Bill Lindloff discusses the use of parabprotective
equipment

Participants practice their face-notch

WHAT ABOUT YOU! The Executive Board
positions are up for grabs this year. No one hasy et
voiced an interest in the exciting Vice President

and Member at Large  positions. If you are
interested in running, contact Steve Lorraine at
315-824-9849 for more info.




