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Executive Committeq

President
Steve Loraine
As my term as your Presi- even more difficult. This on for the next four years, |8 Madison County

dent comes to a close |  will be a time where cohe-and | can say that | am Vice President
would like to say thank  siveness among the dis- glad | decided to get in- Jim Lieberum
you for the opportunity to tricts will be critical while volved with the associatiofj Warren County
represent the hard workiniworking on the difficult at the urging of Jeff Car- | secretary
employees of conservatioifunding issues to come. michael and Kevin Lewis. [l Velynda Risley
districts from across the The CDEA will be called | look forward to working [ St¢uben County
great state of New York. lfupon to do even more to with the newly elected Treasurer
has been my pleasure to serve their membership  board in the coming year 2”3““ Wch“e
push forward the needs and | am confident that the and would urge everyone eneca County
and wants of districts frorr Board will be up to the ~ to become more involved Jil8 Member At Large
across the state over the task. As | look back at  with their employees asso ?”‘"‘” Wohseidler
.. efferson County
past two years. We have some of what has been  ciation. Thank you and |
seen some challenging  worked on in the four look forward to seeing Division Reps
times these past two year:years | have been on the everyone at the 2011 WOQS
and the reality of the next board and think about whein Auburn. EA';’:Sk'?a'Ston
two will probably only be the board will be working Erie County
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On December 27th, 2010, On- meeting of the Planning and Re- ment. After the meeting, | mailed

tario County SWCD (OCSWCD) search Committee. During the  invitations to all state, federal

celebrated 70 years of conserva- meeting a presenta- and local officials;

tion service in the Finger tion was given on SWCD Board mem-

Lakes. OCSWCD was estab- the past and cur- bers; town and vil-

lished on December 27, 1940 rent accomplish- lage supervisors;

by resolution number 119 that  ments of the Dis- Finger Lakes

passed by a unanimous vote of trict. During my Community Col-

the Ontario County Board of Su- presentation, severa lege (where | earned

pervisors. The Board of Supervi- Supervisors and my AAS degree in

sors recognized the need to con- Committee Mem- Natural Resource Conserva-

serve and enhance the vast waterbers congratulated the District or tion!); the Ontario County Ag

resources and important soils thatour accomplishments. After my Advisory Boards; past board

exist in Ontario County. presentation, resolution number members; and department heads
743-2010 recognizing the 70th  within the County.

K nowing this milestone was ap- anniversary of the Ontario

proaching, | began thinking of an County SWCD passed unani-  On December 27th, 2010 from

appropriate way to celebrate the mously! This was an incredibly  2-5 pm we held an open house

OCSWCD'’s 70th birthday. One proud moment not just for my-  which included a PowerPoint

afternoon while reading an email self and the current staff, but for presentation and several displays

from Barb Silvestri, | noticed all OCSWCD staff who provided showing previous and current
that other SWCD's have re- the leadership and hard work to Directors, projects and pro-
quested that their County pro-  allow us to reach this special mo- grams. During the open house,
claim a SWCD Day. After __ attendees had coffee and en-

§l joyed cookies while meeting
eration, | wrote SR the staff and exchanging sto-
a proclamation requestinfs*y: o &l ries regarding our District.
December 27, 2010 as Cfig e o What a terrific event!
tario County Soil and Wafey - i o The expenses were minimal
ter Conservation District | at $325.00. Since the event, |
Day. The resolution was have received phone calls
adopted by the Board, a from those who attended
then was placed on the | complimenting the
agenda at the December] The Ontario £ouRe St CD%‘!M;,@ OCSWCD staff on the event

: : and the programs we provide.
| would recommend Districts
proclaim their own SWCD
Day to recognize a signifi-
cant milestone. This is
something that | am very
proud of, and | am going to

- . Congratulations to legislators Dan Crippen and use this experience as
Ray Susice for their service as Franklin (not a guide when planning our
Jefferson) SWCD District Directors. 75th anniversary!

giving this some consid- | g

L -

Corrections from the January CDEA Newslette
‘D 1. There is only one Division VI, not two. Jerry Vigmi of
9 ," ® Schuyler County represents Division 1V, not theoset
Division VI which does not exist.
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In 2005, Cayuga County SWCD of May 2011. The digester is be- essed to capture the methane g
(CCSWCD) began to study the ing built on land behind the the slurry will be squeezed to
feasibility of constructing a bio- Natural Resources Center on  separate the liquids from the so
gas digester based on models  County House Road in Auburn. ids. It is expected that the plant
used in European and Asian Once the project is up and run- will yield 31,000 gallons of lig-
countries. The model, called a ning, the plant will take in uid and 25 tons of solids per da
“mesophilic hydraulic mix,” uses 34,500 gallons of manure and  The liquids will be returned to

a specially designed tank to mix bedding per day from three local the farms as fertilizer.

the materials with a minimum of dairy farms. The plant will also

mechanical agitation. The use over 3,400 gallons of potato The CCSWCD has been work-
CCSWCD wished to introduce  and onion farm food waste per ing with the farm owners to
this technology to American day and over 1,600 gallons of  place holding tanks at locations

farmers and energy producers, food grade grease. These compaonear fields, sometimes quite dis
and hired the German firm Ge- nents will allow the operators to tant from the central farm. The
sellschaft fur Biogas und Um-  mix the products to achieve the solids will be wind-rowed and
welttechnik GMBH (GBU) to best results. The plant should  composted on a site near the di
design a system for the District. produce 213,000 cubic feet of gester. Once processed, the co
gas per day. post will be sold or used by the
Construction began in spring CCSWCD.
2010, with a planned startup dateOncethe manure has been proc-

Water Quality Symposium
March 15-18, 2011, Auburn.

Communications Workshop
March 24, 2011, Voorheesville.
Contact Barb Silvestri: 518-
457-3738

Nonpoint Source
Pollution Conference
May 17-18, 2011
Holiday Inn, Saratoga Springs

New York State Envirothon
May 25-26, 2011

Hobart & William Smith
Colleges, Geneva

Volunteers needed. Contact
Velynda Risley: 607-776-7398
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Donald W. Lake and the Monroe tions that pay particular attentiof\Afactarn N
County Soil and Water Conserva- to hydrology, soils, and watersh
tion District (MCSWCD) have mechanics.

been instrumental in bringing the

Stormwater Management Train- Sessions offered by the |
ing Series to western New York. MCSWCD have included storm{ .
Don is a licensed professional en- water management and design,|
gineer in New York, a hydrology, better site dg
Certified Pro- sign, erosion
fessional in y "HEHY) SLH and sediment
Erosion and control, solls,
Sediment Con new hydrology,
trol, and a Cer- green infra-
tified Profes- structure, filter-
sional in ing and infiltra-
Stormwater tion practice, |
Quality. MCSWCD is redevelopment, and storif =~
the regional stormwater training ~water retrofit planning and de- |
center for western New York, and sign. Review classes for Certifijg
other sessions are offered at Or- Professional in Erosion and Se(sss
ange County Cornell Cooperative ment Control, Certified Municipg
Extension, the Central New York Separate Storm Sewer System Y
Regional Planning and Develop- Specialist, and Certified Profes

tion: Monroe County, NY

5

ment Board in Syracuse, and sional in Stormwater Quality aré—————=

Saratoga County Cornell Coop- also offered. A stormwater pond that
erative Extension. MCSWCD'’s experienced severe erosion due
role in the training series includes The Western New York Storm-  to exposed, unstabilized soils.
outreach, producing brochures, water Management Training Se-
registration, assembling training ries has been a tremendous suc-
folders, and providing tech sup- cess. Since January 2010, 180
port and refreshments. participants have completed the

workshops, receiving certificates
Thetarget audience for these and engineering credits. Itis
trainings spans from engineers  hoped that this fantastic training
and designers, municipal officials, series will continue to be offereg
MS4 staff, and landscape archi- in the coming years.
tects to land surveyors, planners, MCSWCD’s Kelly Emerick
developers, code enforcement of- stated that “Don has been instr
ficers, and DEC regulatory staff. mental in the stormwater progrg
The goal of these sessions isto for years. It will be hard to con-
teach participants how to develop tinue this level of training when
design practices that meet DEC he leaves. Take advantage of it
standards and ensure that Storm- while Don is still here and attend
water Pollution Prevention Plans a training facility near you!” For =P
are accurate and well thought out. more information contact Kelly at Stabilization measures were
Participants are also strongly en- 585-473-2120. implemented.
couraged to conduct site evalua-

The same stormwater pond
after proper permanent



The Lower Unadilla - Winsor Acres Pro-
ject consists of the design and construc-
tion of a waste storage facility and a low
flow collection system wastewater treat-
ment strip. These structures are designe
and constructed to receive manure/milk-
center waste and silage leachate respec
tively with the cost shared between the
farm owner, NRCS and a Round 14 NY §
Ag NPS. Much of Southtown Dairy's
cropland is very close to the Unadilla
River and many of the well drained soils
found on the farm have a high leaching
index. By adding the BMP’s, the farm
will be able to accumulate manure and
leachate until conditions are drier and th
potential for excessive runoff and infiltra
tion is less.

i . 4 " s ,4}( '. ad
B 4 P £y

" AR . -AH K Siede

A 280 ft portion of Butternut Creek was stabilizacbr-
der to reduce excessive sediment and nutrientetgliv
from the adjacent agricultural field to the creekl ghe
greater Susquehanna River watershed. Additioniiéy,
project will reduce scour near the Otsego Counghidiay
bridge abutment on the upper streambank, protebttiy
the bridge and highway. The project design caledip-
rap streambank protection and a stone barb. Thegbro
was completed on Sept 23, 2010. NYS Part C funds a
USC funds were used on design, materials and eanstr
tion. Five days after the completion the area remkd+
inches of rain in two days — the project, fielddge and
highways are still there!
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In Sullivan County, the Rondout www.catskillstreams.org. As the streams - helping to prevent
Neversink Stream Program second year begins, community property loss by slowing stream
reached its one-year anniversary members, including a dedicatedflows and providing a filter

in January. Operated from a fielc Watershed Advisory Committee from pollutants like sediment,
office in Grahamsville, the Sulli- of over twenty people, will help salt and fertilizers. District staff
van County Soil & Water Con- guide Stream Management work directly with landowners
servation District staff continue Plans for the Upper to assess and diagnose
their work on this multi-year pro- Neversink their stream-
ject to integrate the goals of River and side issues,

landowners, residents and town Chestnut recommend-
officials within the Rondout and Creeks. In ing CSBI

Neversink watersheds with the addition, a when vegeta-
best practices for healthy number of tion can help

streams. Funding for the prograr stream stabilization and resto- solve erosion problems.
is provided by New York City  ration projects will be installed
Department of Environmental  this summer, as well as a half 2011will bring more activity as

Protection in five New York dozen riparian vegetation pro- landowner and community in-
State counties through their re- jects under the Catskill Streams put is sought for the stream
spective Districts. Buffer Initiative. plans in progress, and the calen-

dar fills with outreach events to
The program'’s first Stream Man- The Catskill Streams Buffer engage more landowners, stu-

agement Plan for the Upper Initiative (CSBI) was intro- dents and officials in stream
Rondout Creek was adopted by duced last year to offer land-  stewardship practices. For more
the Denning and Neversink owners a resource for restoring information contact Karen Rau-
Town Boards in November. This the natural "roughness" that ter: 845-985-2581,

document is available at vegetation provides along our krauter@rondoutneversink.org.

Stream Study Stream Public Input Final Plan Summary Plan | Demonstration Grants

R N s P MI I_Es TO N Es Complete Management Adopted by Released Project F|':|0 r:cT

Plan Released Towns Complete

UPPER RONDOUT CREEK

NEVERSINK RIVER

CHESTNUT CREEK

The stabilized Hydroseeding in the Rondout Neversink
Roundout Creek watershed




Kristen O’Dell, Orange
County SWCD Technician
received the 2010 Rising

-l

Stars award presented by the

Orange County Chamber g

Congratulations th.evi
Rudd and his new wiféAn-
drea who were married on

January 29.
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Chastity and Jeff Miller are the proud
parents of Anna Berta. Congratulatigns
on the newest edition to your family

Commerce, Leadership Or-
ange and the Women's

League. The ceremony was$

e

held on January 14 at the C
ange County Chamber of
Commerce breakfast.

! 0&

On February 3rd, Program Manadgarb
| Barra retired from NRCS. He had 32 yedrs
of service with SCS/NRCS in New York

State and was in Herkimer County just a few

months shy of 19 years. An Open Houge
was held in his honor at the Herkimer
County USDA Service Center.

+

Barb Silvestri of the NYS Soil & AEM farmers are the heart and soul
Water Conservation Committee wasf these stories,” said Barb. “There

honored the NYS Agricultural Soci-are lots of great stories to tell, and

ety’s “Cap Creal Journalism I’'m thankful to be in a position to

Award” for her long featured help tell them.”

“Agricultural Environmental Man-

agement (AEM) Article Seriesh Barb is currently compiling infor-

Small Farms Quarterly. Ten journalmation for an article on Conserva-

ists were recognized for their exception District efforts involving

tional work in reporting on a variety‘Public Health & Safetyfor the

of agricultural topics at the Ag. So- NYS Association of Counties News

ciety’'s 179" Annual Meeting on Magazine. If you have projects or

January 6, 2011. “The outstandingideas for this article, please email

work of Conservation Districts and her at:
barb.silvestri@agmkt.state.ny.us

Barb Silvestri (lower left), along with Cap Crealusnalism Award win
ners Julie Suarez of NY Farm Bureau, Linda HalethefMadison
County Courier, and Tom Rivers of the Daily New®atavia.
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Our great state of New York

While there | was able to speak

was well represented this year atwith my counter parts from dif-

the National Association of Con-
servation Districts Annual meet- to get their perspective on differ-

ing held in Nashville Ten-
nessee January

30 through (
February 2. ‘
While | was 0

there | was joined

by Ron Podolak and his

family from Cayuga, Mark Bur-
ger from Onondaga, Ed Hoxsie

ferent states around the country

ent issues that we are all

dealing with these
days. I find it inter-
esting to talk with
soil and water folks
from around the

country and see how the prob-

lems we are working on in New

York are being handled in com-

from Dutchess, several directors parison to other states. It does

from different districts, and
members from NY NRCS. All in
all it was a very good turnout
from the New York contingent.

$ 140

On Tuesday, February'827
SWCDs traveled to Albany for
the NYACD Legislative Day.
District representatives visited
87 offices of state Senate and
Assembly members, educating
them and their staff about the
positive, diverse work that Dis-

give a new perspective on some
things.

There were many interesting

lion. This would allow Districts
to build capacity. The Ag Non
Point Source program was also
funded level from last year, and
we asked for at least level fund-

ing.

NYACD also asked for the sup-

tricts do, and asking for stable or port of 3 pieces of legislation

increased funding within the En-

vironmental Protection Fund
(EPF) In the Governor’'s 2011-
12 proposed budget, EPF fund-
ing is stable across the board
from the previous year in terms
of the dedicated line item for
Districts, Ag Non Point Source,
and FLLOWPA. NYACD is
thankful for that, however,

through our educational efforts aton the EBM Council. 3) A bill
Legislative Day and many follow that would allow Districts to apf
-up visits to legislators, is asking ply directly for Waterfront Revi-

for at least level or increased

that would strengthen Districts,
and allow more opportunities for
getting conservation on the
ground. The bills included: 1)
Additions to District Law includ-
ing education and Invasive Spe-

break out sessions this year on a
variety of topics. Whether it was
on the very hot topic of energy
conservation, the NRCS TSP
program or showcasing the out-
standing work being done by our
fellow districts around the coun-
try, we all walked away having
learned more about what we do
every day. This was the third na-
tional meeting | have attended
and | would say that it was the
most informative that | have at-
tended to date. | would encour-
age everyone to attend a national
meeting to get the national per-
spective on different conserva-
tion issues.

and have been well received by
Legislators. The bills are cur-
rently in EnCon and Finance
Committees.

The day prior to the legislative
visits, District representatives
participated in an educational
training session hosted by Mike
Latham. The Acting Agriculture
Commissioner Darrel Aubertine
gave the issues briefing. NY-
ACD thanks all the Districts who
help the cause.

cies that officially recognize
work that Districts are already
doing. 2) A bill that would al-
low the SSWCC to have a seat

talization grants. These pieceg

of

funding from the current $3 mil- legislation are all non budgetary, Senator Patti Ritchie with reps from
Jefferson and St. Lawrence Counties.
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The Envirothon is an educational the National Envirothon. Partici- year also marked the first Harley
event that tests high school stu- pation jumped to twenty countiesDavidson motorcycle raffle.
dents in five categories including in the 1991 competition held at Over the years, the event has
Aquatics Ecology, Forestry, Casowasco Camp Conference been hosted at St Bonaventure
Soils & Land Use, Wildlife, and and Retreat Center. The New University, Morrisville State
the Current Environmental Issue, York Power Authority was a ma- College, SUNY Cobleskill,
which this year is Salt and Fresh jor sponsor in 1991, contributing SUNY Oswego, and Keuka Col-
Water Estuaries. Students gain $10,000 to the event. In 1995, lege. New York State hosted the

critical thinking, cooperative the Envirothon committee held National Envirothon in 1993 and
problem solving, and decision its first fundraising raffle, and 2007. In 2010, registration sky
making skills. coveted prizes included a chain- rocketed to 53 teams.

saw, a camping tent and an Adi- o _
rondack chair. The oral presenta—HObart William Smith Colleges,

tion component was offered for G€Neva, NY will host the 2011

the first time in 1997 as a sepa- |\eW YOrk State Envirothon.

rate mini competition where The Envirothon committee needs
. . |

teams videotaped their presenta—_your help! Event volunteers.and

tion prior to the event. In 2000, judges for the oral presentation

the oral presentation became a ar.e needed. .Volunteers help

mandatory component of the with the details that make the

competition where teams gave Envirothon a successful program

their current issue-based presen

for our students. If you would
tation to a panel of judges. That

In 1990, the first New York

State Envirothon was held at the
Cayuga Community College Na-
ture Center, Auburn. Cayuga,
Cortland and Onondaga counties
participated, and Cortland
County’'s Homer High School
received first place. The team
was driven to Zanesville, Ohio
by Jim Hotaling in Cayuga
SWCD’s suburban to compete in like to assist, please contact Ve-

lynda Risley at 607-776-7398.




