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Trees for Tribs 
Laura Benedict, District Technician, Essex County Soil and Water Conservation District 

This year we planted 600 trees 

within the Boquet watershed in 

three towns. Some of the species 

that were planted include 

sycamore, red osier dogwood, 

nannyberry, white cedar, and 

willows. At one site we had 

tremendous help from Greater 

Adirondack Resource 

Conservation and Development 

(RC&D), The Nature 

Conservancy, and New England 

Interstate Water Pollution 

Control Commission 

(NEIWPCC). These plants will 

help to reduce the amount of soil 

erosion by having roots hold the 

soil in place. Many of the trees 

also received tree shelters and 

weed mats to give them an 

advanced start. The program is 

hosted by the Department of 

Environmental Conservation 

(DEC) for various watersheds, 

such as the Lake Champlain 

watershed.  

Roaring Brook, New Russia riparian planting  

Boquet River, Essex  

riparian planting  

Boquet River, Willsboro planting at dam removal site 
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NYACD Delivers Results Relieving New York Well-Drilling Backlog 
Amber Paice, Executive Director, New York Association of Conservation Districts, Inc. 

SYRACUSE, NY - Since the 

New York Association of 

Conservation Districts was 

incorporated in 1958, advocating 

for the interests of local Soil and 

Water Conservation Districts 

remains a top priority. In recent 

months, a landowner approached 

their local Soil and Water 

Conservation District with a 

concern; they had submitted a 

well-drilling request to the 

USDA Natural Resource 

Conservation Service Geologist 

over a year and a half ago with 

no reply. 

 

Soil and Water Conservation 

District Manager in Steuben 

County, Jeff Parker, brought this 

information to the local District’s 

Board of Directors, who 

immediately recognized that 

their Membership to the New 

York Association of 

Conservation Districts as the 

avenue to provide a solution to 

this setback. In response to the 

Soil and Water Conservation 

District, NYACD President, Dan 

Farrand, reached out to NRCS 

State Conservationist, Greg Kist. 

The backlog of requests would 

mean that submissions from 

Steuben County to the Geologist, 

overseeing seven States 

altogether, would take at least 

another year.  NYACD saw this 

timeframe as unacceptable, and 

asked that the New York’s 

NRCS Engineer explore 

alternatives. 

 

Through careful evaluation, there 

was a reasonable compromise. It 

turned out that the policy 

requiring that an NRCS 

Geologist approve all wells 

being drilled as a part of a 

watering system for a livestock 

operation, also allows the State 

Engineer to delegate this 

authority. 

 

New York State has three Area 

Engineers who have been given 

the authority by the State 

Engineer to approve or deny 

requests by evaluating the same 

well-drilling data provided to the 

Geologist compiled by the 

Department of Environmental 

Conservation. There is a 

precaution, however, that though 

the DEC has information 

regarding over 110,000 well 

permits and boring logs, 

including depth and output of the 

wells drilled in New York, only 

20% of them are verified. With 

this information, the NRCS 

agrees to work with landowners 

through a cost-share program. 

 

Advocating for the needs of the 

County Soil and Water 

Conservation District in Steuben 

County and the landowners they 

serve resulted in shifting 

operations to make a timely and 

positive impact. From start to 

finish, this change took around 3 

months. 

 

The New York Association of 

Conservation Districts helps 

local Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts where 

they can. To share your local 

concerns, please contact Amber 

Paice, NYACD Executive 

Director, 607-794-8086, 

ambermay@nyacd.org. 

Thank you for considering attending for the upcoming Review Course. 

All registrants are responsible to bring their own copy of the Study 

Guide. Please review the following options to ensure you will have what 

you need to make the most of your course. Additional Study Guides will 

not be available on site. If you have applied to sit for the Exam you 

should have received a Study Guide as a part of that application process. 

If you have not applied for the exam and do not already have a Study 

Guide then you must purchase either a digital or print version of the 

guide to bring with you. You may purchase the study guide during this 

registration process if you wish.  For more information or to register, 

visit:  http://www.envirocertintl.org/EnviroCert-0232E101/.    

CPESC Review Course Slated for July 30 in Syracuse 

http://www.envirocertintl.org/EnviroCert-0232E101/
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As a percentage in today’s 

world, full-time farmers make 

up a very small percentage of 

our population and yet are a vital part 

of our national and local economy.  

We take for granted that a large 

variety of food will be affordable and 

available.   While a great deal of 

today’s agricultural products are 

grown on large scale farms all over 

the country, consumers today are 

beginning to see the value of 

purchasing some of their food from 

local producers.  

Not too long ago, perhaps within the 

last 2 generations, most of our local 

ancestors were small farmers.  Much 

of our food was produced and sold 

locally. While the economic 

landscape has changed, the farmland 

still exists and the dream of living on 

a farm in the country still infects a lot 

of people.  Being a farmer is often not 

“what you do”, but it is “what you 

are”.  In my case, while I did not 

grow up on a farm, both my parents 

grew up on New York dairy farms 

and I always felt that farming was in 

my blood.  From an early age I 

owned and raised a multitude of farm 

animals…goats, sheep, rabbits, 

chickens and horses…all in a 

suburban back yard.  Through my 

experiences in a local 4-H club I 

gained an even greater interest in all 

aspects of farming and animal 

husbandry.  This led me to pursue a 

college degree in agriculture at 

Cornell University.  

Since I did not have an existing 

family farm to come back to after 

college, I went to work for a local 

farmer and then for an agricultural 

The Small Farm Dream  

Peter Hagar, District Manager, Clinton County Soil & Water Conservation District 

cooperative.  All this time I kept my small farm 

dream alive.  My family had purchased an old farm 

in where I began raising dairy heifers and hay.  

Slowly but surely I worked to bring an abandoned 

farm back into productive use.  With many hours of 

hard work building fences, fixing old machinery 

and scouting farm auctions for good deals, I pieced 

together the farming dream that I had always 

sought.  

I am not alone.  Living in the country, owning a 

few acres and raising some sort of agricultural crop 

or livestock is a way of life for many area residents 

with “regular” jobs.  Small farmers may not make 

their primary income from their efforts, but that 

does not make them any less of a farmer.  Small 

farmers are a source of locally produced foods and 

also purchase from local farm suppliers.  Small 

farms and local producers of crops and livestock are 

an important part of the big picture in our local 

agricultural economy.  

Beginning farmers often have many questions and 

don’t know where to turn for help.  I am always 

surprised when people tell me that they didn’t know 

about the local Cornell Cooperative Extension 

service or the County Soil & Water Conservation 

District.  Having worked for both, I can tell you that 

between the two, most any agricultural or beginning 

farming question can be answered or researched to 

assist any county resident in need.  From goats and 

chickens to dairy and field crops, there is someone 

who can offer expert advice and research based 

information. 

Cornell has also developed several online resources 

for new and small farmers.  The Beginning Farmers 

Resource Center provides support for beginning 

and diversifying farmers at 

www.nybeginningfarmers.org.    Another valuable 

resource is the Small Farms Program at Cornell 

University www.smallfarms.cornell.edu/index.cfm.  

     

See Farm, page 5    

http://www.nybeginningfarmers.org/
http://www.smallfarms.cornell.edu/index.cfm
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Farm (from page 4)  

Both of these websites are designed 

and intended for the aspiring small 

farmer and should provide you with 

guidance and information on a wide 

variety of small farming topics.   

For new farms who wish to ensure 

that their farm is operating in an 

environmentally sound and 

sustainable manner, the Soil & Water 

District has staff that can help.  Using 

the Agricultural Environmental 

Management program, we are able to 

help any size farm to take inventory 

of their resources and provide free technical 

assistance to plan for farm infrastructure and 

practices that will protect the environment.    A Soil 

& Water technician can talk with the land owner 

about current activities, future plans and potential 

environmental concerns.  By following a tiered 

system of planning, a conservation plan addressing 

concerns and opportunities tailored to farm goals 

can be developed. The district can then assist with 

implementation by pursuing financial, educational 

and technical assistance.  
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Reduced Rates for Member Soil and Water Conservation Districts.  

Show Your NYACD Pride with an Ad! 
Amber Paice, Executive Director, New York Association of Conservation Districts, Inc. 

Syracuse, New York, June 20, 

2016: Attention Soil and Water 

Conservation District leaders! 

The New York Association of 

Conservation Districts is hosting 

its 2016 Annual Meeting this 

October 18th-20th. In order to 

keep costs low for our Members, 

we ask supporters to take out 

Ads from our Program Booklet. 

Due to the enormous support 

received from Districts, for the 

first time ever NYACD is 

offering Program Booklet Ads at 

half-price for our Member Soil 

and Water Conservation 

Districts. 

 
Sponsorship for our half-price 

Program Booklet Ads available 

as follows: $150 for a Full Page 

Ad, $75 for a Half Page Ad, and 

$50 for a Quarter Page Ad. 

District Ads will be displayed by 

Division. Please cut out this 

Form, and return it to NYACD 

by September 30th. 

 
Anyone can take out an Ad! 

Directors, vendors, even 

individuals. If your District 

Directors are business owners, 

farmers, or would like to take out 

an Ad expressing their support, 

they can acquire a Sponsorship 

Form by contacting Amber 

Paice, NYACD Executive 

Director, at 

ambermay@nyacd.org, or 607-

794-8086. We appreciate your 

support. 
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Q.  When did you first learn or 

hear about Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts?   

 

A.  Friends suggestion.  

 

 

Q.  What made you decide to 

apply for a job with your 

District?   

 

A.  I needed more steady 

income.   

 

 

 

Q.  Did your education prepare 

you for your job as a District 

employee?   

 

A.  Not really—only the typing 

Q.  How long have you been 

working at the Hamilton County 

SWCD?   

A. Since June 1987.   

B.  

Q.  What have ou accomplished 

over the years with your District 

that you are most proud of?  

A.  Doing my part in the 

education of the public regarding 

our natural resources.  

 

Q  Why have you continued to 

work at your Soil and Water 

Conservation District? 

A.  I work with a wonderful staff 

and board of directors.   

 

 

Q.  How have you seen District 

programs, or their focuses, 

change over the years? 

 

A.  When I first started we were 

all in one room—one phone—

one computer.   

 

 

Q.  What words of wisdom do 

you have for a newly hired 

District employee?  

 

A.  Work hard and be honest in 

everything you say and do.  

 

skills.   

 

 

Q.  Please share with us a 

memorable conservation moment 

while working for your District. 

 

A.  Being Ronny Raindrop at the 

New York State Fair.   

 

 

Q.  What is your most epic 

memory from a Water Quality 

Symposium?   

 

A. Bear and his teddy bear.   

 

 

Q.  If you were snowed in at your 

District office for a week with no 

hope of evacuating, who would 

you want to be snowed in with 

Wise Words from Our District Family  

Interviewing seasoned District employees who share some words of wisdom   

Janice Reynolds  

Hamilton County Soil & Water Conservation District  

29 years 

See Wise, Page 9.   
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NYACD Sends Volunteers and Funding to the New York State Envirothon 
Amber Paice, Executive Director, New York Association of Conservation Districts, Inc. 

Geneva, New York, May 

26, 2016: Students 

prepared 

for this event for months, 

maybe longer! On May 

25th and 

26th, Regional Finalist 

Teams ventured to Hobart 

and 

William Smith Colleges in 

Geneva, to compete at 

The New 

York State Envirothon. 

The New York 

Association of 

Conservation Districts 

(NYACD) recognizes the 

impact that future 

generations have on 

natural resources 

statewide, and 

in support of the 

Envirothon sent 

volunteers and financial 

resources to help make the 

program possible this year. 

 

NYACD provided a total of 

$2,000 toward this annual event. 

A donation of $2,000 was made 

possible by NYACD 

members, and an additional 

donation of $1,000 was 

solicited by NYACD from the 

company Lamb and Webster. 

Volunteering and assisting with 

Registration were Patricia 

“Pat” and Robert “Bob” 

VanLare. Bob serves as NYACD 

Division II Director, and is from 

the Board of Directors at 

Wayne County Soil and 

Water Conservation 

District. 

NYACD Executive 

Director, Amber Paice, 

was a Judge 

for the Oral Presentations 

evaluating seven teams of 

five 

students. 

 

The New York 

Association of 

Conservation Districts 

will continue to support 

the New York State 

Envirothon, and 

encourages both 

organizations and 

individuals to donate time 

and finances by visiting 

www.nysenvirothon.net. 

 

For information about the 

New York Association of 

Conservation Districts, Inc. visit 

www.nyacd.org, or contact 

Amber Paice, NYACD 

Executive Director, 607-794-

8086, ambermay@nyacd.org. 

Pat and Bob VanLare, volunteering on behalf of the 

New York Association of Conservation Districts, Inc., 

hailing from Wayne County Soil and Water 

Conservation District in Lyons, NY. 

A.  Love to bake.  

 

   

Q.  Tell us about what you will 

miss when you retire.   

 

A.  My District staff and 

wonderful friendship all of these 

years.  Also, the friendship of 

other District clerks who are 

and what would be your top 3 

survival items?     

 

A.  My best wool blanket, 

favorite DVDs, and a half dozen 

cinnamon buns.   

 

 

Q. Do you have a hidden talent? 

 

always there for me.  I will miss 

Lenny’s handwriting.  

 

 

Q. Any concluding remarks?   

A.  I am so very proud to work 

with such a caring and dedicated 

group.   

Wise (from page 8) 
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Erica Schreiner, District Educator, 

Oswego County Soil and Water 

Conservation District, encountered a 

fowl friend in need of a ride.  This is 

what happened when she left the van 

door open for a couple of minutes 

during a farm visit!   

At the Long Island Farm Bureau’s 98th Annual 

Awards Gala held on April 1, 2016, Sharon 

Frost, Suffolk County Soil and Water 

Conservation District Soil Technician, was the 

recipient of the Citizen of the Year Award. 

Sharon Frost has worked for Suffolk County Soil 

& Water Conservation District for 16 years and 

was honored for her tireless efforts in assisting 

farmers to replace their aging fuel tanks with 

double-walled environmentally friendly 

facilities.  The program has replaced 

approximately 200 fuel tanks on 120 farms in 

Suffolk County over a 4-year period. She has 

written grants or influenced the funding of close 

to a million dollars to aid in the funding of these 

tanks replacements.  She was also preemptive in 

her efforts to assist farmers in becoming 

compliant prior to Suffolk County Department of 

Health Services assessments and personally 

attended hundreds of inspections on farms to 

ensure success. Farmers are grateful to the 

countless hours and dedication she put into this 

program.  
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Amanda Barber, Cortland County Soil and 

Water Conservation District Manager is thrilled 

to share the news of her son’s marriage.  

The Lewis County Soil and Water Conservation 

District would like you to join us in welcoming 

Clayton Lawrence Lyndaker to the world.  Alexis 

Lyndaker, our Watershed Agricultural 

Conservation Specialist for Lewis County, had 

her baby boy on June 2, 2016 weighing in at 9 

pounds 9 ounces and 21 inches long.  

Congratulations Alexis and John on your new 

baby boy and the adventure he will take you on!   



12  

Vol. III No. II August 1986 



13  

Vol. III No. II August 1986 



14  

Vol. III No. II August 1986 



15  

Vol. III No. II August 1986 



16  

Vol. III No. II August 1986 



17  

Executive Committee 

President  

P.J. Emerick - Ontario County  

Vice President  

Jordan Clements, Otsego County 

Secretary  

Caitlin Stewart - Hamilton County 

Treasurer  

Kristin White - Seneca County 

Member At Large  

Doug Kierst - Cayuga County 

Conservation District Employees Association 

www.nyscdea.com/ 

Phone: 607.776.7398, ext 3 

Fax: 607.776.7487  

Division Representatives 

Division I  

Judy Bennett - Orleans County  

Division II  

Kelly Emerick - Monroe County 

Division III   

Steve Lorraine - Madison County  

Division IV 

Velynda Parker - Steuben County 

Division V 

Laura Benedict - Essex County  

Division VI 

Ben Luskin - Washington County 

Division VII 

Erin Sommerville - Dutchess County 

Division VIII 

Ann Marie Calabro - Suffolk County 

Visit our website for back issues of CDEA News.   

“Your local Soil and Water Conservation District provides ongoing programs and 

services to conserve, enhance and protect soil and water resources in your community.”  

http://www.nyscdea.com/
http://www.nyscdea.com/employees/newsletter.html

