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Cuomo Supports Soil and Water Conservation
Amber Paice, Executive Director, New York Association of Conservation Districts

lbany, NY, January 19,
2016– Impressive
photographs of New York
State landscapes flashed across
the video screen as Governor
Andrew M. Cuomo unveiled the
2016-17 Budget at the State of
the State Address in Albany on
Wednesday. Prominent in these
picturesque views was the color
green, a symbol of nature,
growth, harmony, and money.
Symbolism translated into a
much welcomed reality to New
York State Soil and Water
Conservation Districts as
Governor Cuomo unveiled the
appropriations for the
Environmental Protection Fund.
The 2016-17 Environmental
Protection Fund is proposed to
be increased by $123 million,
from $177 million in 2015-16 to
$300 million in 2016-17.
“That sounds great, but what
does that really mean for us?”
Asks Dan Farrand,
President of the New York
Association of Conservation
Districts.

York’s 58 SWCDs include the
following: $20 million for
Farmland Protection, an
increase of $5 million; $19
million for Agricultural
Nonpoint Source Pollution
Control Projects, an increase of
$4.8 million; $10 million for
Invasive Species, an increase of
$4.15 million; $15 million for
Oceans and Great Lakes
Initiative, an increase of $8.95
million; $1.979 million for
Finger Lakes – Lake Ontario
Protection Alliance; $1.5
million for Agricultural Waste
Management; and $2.5 million
for the new Climate Resilient
Farms Program. With this
incredible support from
Governor Cuomo and the
citizens of this Great State, Soil
and Water Conservation
Districts will continue increase
its influence as stewards in
agriculture and natural
resources.

Leaders from the New York
Association of Conservation
Districts (NYACD) attended the
Stakeholder’s Briefing on
Energy, the Environment and
Agriculture on Wednesday
night. Reflecting an
appropriation of $9 million for
Soil and Water Conservation
Districts, an increase of $3.725
million; the state nearly
doubled its aid/support to
Districts.

“We sincerely appreciate this
gesture confidence from
Governor Cuomo and others
who believe in the impact of
Soil and Water Conservation
Districts,” states Executive
Director of the New York
Association of Conservation
Districts, Amber Paice.
“Conservation Districts should
be proud of their hard work
resulting in noticeable
progress! With this support,
Soil and Water Conservation
Districts can continue to
serve communities across New
York State.”

Appropriations impacting New

Incorporated in 1958, the New

York Association of
Conservation Districts, Inc.
(NYACD) provides
education and information on
conservation, orderly
development and wise use of
the state’s natural resources.
The Association, a nongovernmental, non-partisan,
volunteer organization,
represents the
county Soil and Water
Conservation Districts.
NYACD implements programs
that encourage proactive,
cooperative alliances with
others to promote
environmental stewardship and
sustainability. Consistent
with our dedication to natural
resource management, NYACD
provides advocacy and
representation of
our members at the state,
regional and national levels.
If you would like more
information, visit
www.nyacd.org, or contact
NYACD Executive Director,
Amber Paice at 607-794-8086
or email at
ambermay@nyacd.org.
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2016 New York State Fair Booth
Kristin White, Treasurer, New York State Conservation District Employees’ Association, Inc.

The NYS CDEA State Fair Committee is looking
for people to work at the booth. This year we are
offering two 5-hour shifts; 10AM-3PM and 3PM8PM. To see what shifts are available please visit
Seneca County SWCD’s website at
www.senecacountyswcd.org and click on the State
Fair Tab.
The theme this year is Invasive Species. We will
have available information on both plant and
animal invasive species. Volunteers can bring
information from their District relative to the
theme and/or their District.
Volunteers receive an admission ticket into the fair
and a parking pass for the Orange Lot. We are
having new shirts done this year so everyone will
get one!
We, the State Fair Committee (SFC), continually
strive to find an adequate number of Soil and
Water volunteers each year to assist at the NYS
Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)
State Fair Booth. The SFC would like to thank all
of the District volunteers in 2015, as volunteers are
an important part of SWCD efforts to publicize the
importance of conserving NYS Natural Resources.

As a NYS SWCD Fair Booth
Volunteer, while absorbing all
the aromas of the fresh hot
almonds and cashews that smell of cinnamon and
toffee and eating your fully loaded baked potato
from the famous Potato Booth, you can also
engage your expertise by connecting with “fairgoers” about various conservation subjects. An
array of topics are open for discussion and
questions ranging from algae problems in ponds,
to installing a home rain barrel to collect roof
water runoff. The SFC has seen an increase in
interest of visitors to the booth each year and do
our best to continue drawing interest and
excitement into the booth to educate,
communicate, and distribute important information
to the people of NYS. The NYS SWCD Fair Booth
is truly a unique experience and we look forward
to our current volunteers to continue assisting each
year, as well as seeing some new faces at the
booth!
If you have any questions please feel free to
contact any of the State Fair Committee members:
Kristin White, Seneca County SWCD
Erica Schreiner, Oswego County SWCD
Kelly Emerick, Monroe County SWCD
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Districts in Photos
ue to a mild December, construction continued throughout the month on this covered barnyard in
Herkimer County. This small goat dairy farmer went through the entire AEM process and from his
Tier 3a plan the need for a covered barnyard was identified due to the proximity of a New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation wetland. The result was the successful completion of a Tier 4
Implementation Project.
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Preparation underway for 2016 Envirothon – We Need You
Jennifer Clifford, New York State Soil and Water Conservation Committee

The 2016 NYS Envirothon will be held at Hobart & William Smith Colleges in Geneva, NY on May 25th
and 26th. This year’s current topic is Invasive Species. Invasive species can disrupt food webs, damage habitat,
and contribute to the decline of biodiversity. Students will test their knowledge in invasive species
management along with the annual topics; aquatic ecology, soil and land-use, and wildlife at this year’s
Envirothon.
Volunteers Needed. Volunteers are an integral part of the event registering teams, setting up test stations,
monitoring activities, escorting students, among other tasks. The Envirothon Committee would like to urge
Districts to allow and encourage employees and Directors to volunteer for the 2-day event. Please register to
volunteer by contacting MaryLynne Malone at malone@highlands.com.
Save your Ink Cartridges. Raising funds for the Envirothon is ongoing and one of the
ways you can contribute is by providing your used ink cartridges (small ones only) to the
Envirothon Committee. The Envirothon will receive funding for all ink cartridges
collected for recycling. Cartridges will be collected at the Water Quality Symposium this
year.
If you would like to become more involved with the competition or have questions please contact Blanche
Hurlbutt, NYS Envirothon Chair at blanche_13335@yahoo.com or at (607) 547-8337.

New York State Envirothon Receives Donation
Blanche Hurlbutt, New York State Envirothon Chair

Stanley J. Ossowski, Manager Gas Transmission
Operations Northeastern Area, presented Blanche
Hurlbutt and Chris Andreassen, Otsego SWCD, with
$5,000 for the NYS Envirothon on Thursday, February
19th at the Robert L. Banta Conservation Center,
Cooperstown. The NYS Envirothon Committee is
thrilled with this gracious donation.
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Wise Words from Our District Family
Interviewing seasoned District employees who share some words of wisdom
Rick Weidenbach
Delaware County Soil & Water Conservation District
29 years
Q. How long have you been
working at the Delaware County
SWCD?

Q. What have you accomplished
over the years with your District
that you are most proud of?

A. Good God! It’s going on 36
years at one SWCD . . .
Delaware! My first year I was
hired as a Program Aid, my
second year as a Technician, and
the rest of the time as Executive
Director.

A. Keeping my job and not
getting fired! Besides that,
putting together a very capable
staff to get projects on the
ground helping the County and
Municipalities address their
resource issues.

Q. Why have you continued to
work at your Soil and Water
Conservation District?
A. Nobody else would hire me!
Where else can you find a job,
where if you work hard, you can
influence programs and policies
and make a positive difference?

Q. How have you seen District
programs, or their focuses,
change over the years?
A. Holy Cow, what a change!
From just our basic Agricultural
roots to Stormwater, Ag Non
Point, Stream Corridor
Management, Watershed
Management, and Flood
Response just to mention a few.
SWCD’s have stepped up to the
plate and filled new niches
throughout the State, and New
York State is looking harder and
harder at SWCD’s to get the job
done, and they’re upping the
ante! Let’s reflect on a few . . .
the ACRF, increased SWCD
reimbursement, more Ag Non
Point funding and now the new
Southern Tier Program. Keep up
the good work everyone . . . the
ride is just starting!

Q. What words of wisdom do
See Wise, page 8.
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Wise

(from page 7)

you have for a newly hired
District employee?
A. Work hard, have fun and
remember, it’s not about our
priorities as individuals; it’s
about addressing the priorities of
our landowners, Towns,
Counties and State. Let science
make your decisions but be
sensitive to politics when you’re
delivering your message.

Q. When did you first learn or
hear about Soil and Water
Conservation Districts?
A. The day I interviewed for the
job! I was on my way to go
fishing and someone told me at
the gas station there was a job
opening at the SCS office. With
rolled down hip boots, worms
and salted minnow boxes
hanging on my fishing vest, I
stopped in to pick up a job
application and they were
actually interviewing that very
moment! They asked me if I
wanted an interview . . . I said
yes and the rest is history. I’m
still perplexed how I pulled that
one off!

Q. What made you decide to
apply for a job with your
District?

A. Mostly. My formal education
gave me all the technical
background I needed, but
growing up in South Buffalo
gave me my survival and
negotiation skills that have
helped me so much throughout
the years.
building.
Q. Please share with us a
memorable conservation moment
while working for your District.
A. I have two that are very
special to me. One was the day
when I was presented with a
Governor’s Pen for our
Employee Association’s work in
passing the Ag Non Point
Legislation. The other was the
day I received the Croney
Award. Being recognized by
your peers is special.

Q. What is your most epic
memory from a Water Quality
Symposium?
A. The 4:00 a.m. synchronized
swimming competition at the
Cortland County Holiday Inn
(with dignitaries I dare not
mention) stands out as very
EPIC!

Q.If you were snowed in at your
District office for a week with no
hope of evacuating, who would
you want to be snowed in with
and what would be your top 3
survival items?
A. Sorry . . . I don’t dare answer
that one! I could lose my job!

Q. Do you have a hidden talent?
A. I was going to refer to my BS
abilities, but I guess that’s not so
hidden.

Q. Tell us about what you will
miss when you retire.
A. All of you! What a ride it’s
been!

Q. Any concluding remarks?

A. Pure Luck!

Q. Please share with us a
humorous moment from your
time at your District.

Q. Did your education prepare
you for your job as a District
employee?

A. Watching Brian Danforth and
Peggy Pilch ride an elephant at
the NYS Fair after a very long
wine tasting session in the Ag

A. It takes a team to get things
done! Embrace all your partners
and build coalitions! Never burn
your bridges behind you!
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Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District’s 50th Year in Review
Caitlin Stewart, Conservation Educator, Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District
On Feb. 4, 1965, the Hamilton
County Board of Supervisors
passed a resolution that
established the Hamilton
County Soil and Water
Conservation District
(District). 2015 marked a yearlong celebration of the District’s
50th birthday with events,
programs, and
accomplishments.
“My staff works to reduce
erosion, protect water quality,
manage invasive species, and
offer diversified programs and
educational events to the
public,” said District Manager
Elizabeth Mangle. “We all are
passionate about carrying out
the District’s mission to manage
and promote the wise use of
natural resources in Hamilton
County and are here to help get
conservation on the ground.”

What follows
are a few
highlights
from the
District’s 50th
year in
review.

Program. The
New York
State Pollution
Prevention
Institute
awarded a
grant for
$14,968 to
GRANTS
implement
A partnership
green
with the
infrastructure
Natural
demonstration
Resources
projects,
Conservation
educating
Service will be
landowners and
providing
Lucian Sherman (right) met Ronny municipalities
$50,000 to
how to prevent
Raindrop at the 20th annual
implement
Adirondack Waterfest July 31 at the stormwater
high tunnels
pollution. An
Speculator Pavilion. Over 400
and wildlife
International
visitors made a splash
habitat
Paper grant
at the day-long event.
enhancement
provided
practices for 6 applicants
$1,000 to enhance the
through the Resource
Adirondack Ecotrail with a
Conservation Partnership
welcome kiosk and 3
Ecostations describing the
forest ecosystem.

The District hosted a booth at the Adirondack
Challenge in Indian Lake, July 19, highlighting 50
years of conservation excellence, and here, (front row
left to right) Lily Graham, Sunny Chen, Kathy Liu,
Cindy Zhang, Angel Xu pose for a photo with Educator
Caitlin Stewart (back) after learning why it is important
to keep water resources clean.

INVASIVE SPECIES
The Regional Inlet Invasive
Plant Program is now overseen
by the District, and 300 hours of
Japanese knotweed treatment
was coordinated. 300 lbs of
purple loosestrife was removed
from right-of-ways. Surveys
were completed at Limekiln
Lake campground for invasive
insects and Limekiln Lake for
invasive plants, and none were
found.
WATER QUALITY
21 lakes were monitored for 12
priority parameters. District
See Review, Page 9.
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Review (from page 8)
District and a hard working
committee. 1,450 people from
kindergartners to adults
attended conservation education
presentations and events.
“My co-workers and I are a
close-knit team and we are
proud to be a part of an
organization that celebrated 50
years of excellence in soil and
water conservation,” said
Conservation Educator Caitlin
Stewart.

Chairman of the Hamilton County Board of Supervisors Bill Farber
(right) and District Board of Directors Vice Chairman Ed Winchell
officially open the newly revitalized Adirondack Ecotrail during a
ribbon cutting ceremony Sept. 18.
staff keep a watchful eye out for
changes in the data that could
indicate a pollution problem. 2
lake associations participated in
the Volunteer Water Monitoring
Program and checked their
shorelines for conductivity
spikes that could indicate faulty
septic systems. The Water
Testing Program was a success
and municipalities, landowners,
and businesses dropped off 85
samples for bacteria, nitrate /
nitrite, and salt analysis with
certified results.
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
Assistance was provided to the
towns of Morehouse and Arietta
for an Emergency Management
Tower Project including trail
establishment and a feasibility
survey. Orders from the
Adirondack Tree and Shrub
Sale helped plant over 1,667
non-invasive trees and
shrubs. 4,500 lbs of paper was

collected from County offices
for recycling. 1,000 lbs of boat
storage plastic was recycled
thanks to support from Lake
Pleasant Marine and Tanner's
Outdoor Sports. A culvert
replacement project in Long
Lake improved public safety
and flood
mitigation. Hydroseeding
projects stabilized 7 acres of
soil and prevented
erosion. Live willow stakes
were used for a bioengineered
streambank stabilization project
on Cole Stream,
Arietta. Municipalities,
businesses, and landowners
were provided assistance for 25
GIS mapping projects.
CONSERVATION
EDUCATION
Over 400 people made a splash
at Adirondack Waterfest, a daylong celebration of water
resources organized by the

The District has been working
to manage and promote the wise
use of natural resources in
Hamilton County since
1965. For a complete list of the
District's 2015
Accomplishments, or to get
more information on their
diversified programs, visit
www.hcswcd.com or call 518548-3991.
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Conservation District Employees Association
“Your local Soil and Water Conservation District provides ongoing programs and
services to conserve, enhance and protect soil and water resources in your community.”

Executive Committee
President
P.J. Emerick - Ontario County

Division Representatives
Division I
Judy Bennett - Orleans County

Vice President
Jordan Clements, Otsego County

Division II
Kelly Emerick - Monroe County

Secretary
Velynda Parker - Steuben County

Division III
Steve Lorraine - Madison County

Treasurer
Kristin White - Seneca County

Division IV
Calum Lewis - Steuben County

Member At Large
Doug Kierst - Cayuga County

Division V
Laura Benedict - Essex County
Division VI
Ben Luskin - Washington County
Division VII
Erin Sommerville - Dutchess County
Division VIII
Ann Marie Calabro - Suffolk County
www.nyscdea.com/
Phone: 607.776.7398, ext 3
Fax: 607.776.7487

Visit our website for back issues of CDEA News.

