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Commissioner Ball Congratulates Student Winners of the
New York State Envirothon Competition
Jola Szubielski , Director of Public Information, New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets

State Department of
Agriculture Commissioner
Richard A. Ball today
congratulated the student
winners of the 28th annual
New York State Envirothon
Competition, which took place
May 24 and 25 at Hobart and
William Smith Colleges. The
team from Mount Academy in
Ulster County was named New
York State Champions at the
long-standing environmental
science competition, which
challenges students on their
knowledge of natural resource
science, public speaking, and
civic engagement. Great Neck
South High School in Nassau
County and East Aurora High
School in Erie County were
awarded second and third
place.
Commissioner Ball said,
“Congratulations to the Mount
Academy team and all of the
participating students on their
success at the Envirothon

Competition. Every year, our
Soil and Water Conservation
Districts sponsor this great
event that challenges students
to use their knowledge and
passion for science and the
environment to address
important issues like water and
soil quality and wildlife. I’m
proud to know that these
students will be our future
ambassadors for the
environment and our state’s
natural resources.”
Sponsored by New York
State’s Soil and Water
Conservation Districts,
Envirothon tests students’
knowledge and understanding
of natural resource and
environmental issues within
New York State. Students
compete in a series of handson, field station tests in the
areas of soil/land use, aquatic
ecology, forestry, wildlife, and
an emerging environmental
issue. The 2017 environmental

issue focuses on agricultural
soil and water conservation
stewardship. This year, teams
of students at 214 schools in 56
counties competed for a chance
to move up to the State
Envirothon Competition.
The winning student team from
Mount Academy will now
represent New York State at
the National Conservation
Foundation-Envirothon this
July in Emmitsburg,
Maryland. Each member of
the team received a scholarship
and the team will compete
against other top teams from
the U.S. and Canada in
Ontario.
Chairman of the New York
State Soil and Water
Conservation Committee Dale
Stein said, “Congratulations to
the winners of the Envirothon
Competition and to all of the
students who got involved in
this fun challenge. It is so
great to see the next generation
so excited about the
environment and protecting our
natural resources. No doubt
these students will be our
future leaders.”
The 2017 New York State
Envirothon is made possible
through the contributions of
several sponsors and partnering
agencies, including the New
York State Department of
Agriculture and Markets and
the NYS Soil and Water
Conservation Committee. The
Department’s Land and Water
Division works to protect New
York's land and water

First Place: The Mount Academy, Ulster County

See Envirothon, Page 3.
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Envirothon (from page 2)
resources through farmland
protection, farmland
conservation and proactive
environmental stewardship.
Many federal and state
environmental agencies, soil
and water conservation
districts, and higher education
institutions provide expertise
and help organize the event.
About NYS Envirothon
The New York State
Envirothon is coordinated by
the New York State
Envirothon Committee
consisting of members of the
NYS Conservation District
Employees’ Association, NYS

Soil and Water Conservation
Committee, NYS Department
of Environmental
Conservation, NYS
Department of Agriculture and
Markets, and USDA Natural
Resource Conservation
Service. The program services
hundreds of high school
students throughout New York
State and the five city
boroughs. Winning teams from
regional and county
Envirothon competitions
advance to the state and then to
the national Envirothon,
earning awards and
scholarships at each level. The
program is funded from
contributions and grants from

individuals, businesses and
organizations. Contributions
are tax deductible through the
NYS Environmental Education
Foundation and 100% of all
contributions go towards the
program. Additional
information and sponsorship
opportunities can be found
at www.nysenvirothon.com.
Sponsors of the 2017 NYS
Envirothon include:
NYS Environmental Education
Foundation, NYS Conservation
District Employees’
Association (NYSCDEA), NY
Association of Conservation
Districts (NYACD), NYS Soil
& Water Conservation
Committee (SWCC), USDA
Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS),
Dominion Gas Transmission,
Iroquois Gas Transmission
System, Steuben Soil & Water
Conservation Districts, USDA
Natural Resource Conservation
Service, Meadowview Tree
Farm Nursery LLC., Lamb &
Webster Inc., Serendipity
Expressions, Seneca Meadows
Landfill, Terrell’s Potato Chip
Company, Price Chopper,
Stewart’s Shop.

Second Place: Great Neck South High School, Nassau County

Third Place: East Aurora High School in Erie County
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Up Yonda Farm Stormwater Project
Nick Rowell, Natural Resource Specialist, Warren County Soil & Water Conservation District

The Warren County
Soil & Water
Conservation District
(District) received a
NYSDEC WQIP
grant to install 22
stormwater projects
throughout the Lake
Champlain Basin of
Warren County
(Lake George and
Halfway Brook). Up
Yonda Farm, a
County owned
environmental
education center, has
had stormwater
runoff and erosion
issues from their
unpaved parking lot
that drained to a small tributary
of Lake George. The District
developed a stormwater design
to capture, treat and infiltrate
stormwater runoff from the
parking lot while preventing
the migration of eroded
materials to the tributary. This
location required maintenance

it a large area to
capture. The District
also took into
consideration the
changing runoff
patterns of the
unpaved lot. The
end result was a
design that could
capture runoff from
the 35,000 sqft
parking lot.

not only for the spring runoff,
but after every major storm
event.
The parking lot was plagued
with two headcuts that would
form after large storms. They
were about 80 feet apart at the
southern end of the lot, making

The project
consisted of 2,000
sqft of porous
pavers at the south
end of the lot to
capture all of the
issues. A four inch
perforated tile line was placed
under the base of the pavers,
which outlets to a 700 sqft rain
garden. The pavers consist of
interlocking plastic grids and
are installed with a 10 inch sub
base of washed #2 stone and
filled with washed pea stone.
See Project, Page 5.
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Project (from page 4)
The rain garden exhibits 264
NY native plants, and has an
overflow design that includes
permanent rolled erosion
control blankets, compost filter
sock check dams and heavy
rubber outfall mats that allow
grass to grow up through as an
alternative to rip rap. As luck
would have it, all resources
aligned for construction on the
three hottest days in the
beginning of June! To top it
off, the garden received its first
test twelve hours later as a
torrential down pour came the
day after the project was
finished. The project worked as
planned, the porous pavers

captured the runoff, preventing
any headcuts to the tributary,
and the perforated pipes filled
the rain garden.
The partnerships that
contributed to the success of
the project included Warren
County DPW who managed
construction and Warren
County CCE Master
Gardeners, Up Yonda staff and
Lake George Land
Conservancy who planted and
mulched the rain garden.
Another partner, the
Adirondack Invasive Plant
Program, will be treating a
small patch of Japanese

Knotweed near the project later
this summer.
The timing of this project
could not have been better, as
it captured three weeks of
some of the most severe rain
storms Warren County has
seen in years. This project is
also an educational piece for
the environmental educators at
Up Yonda Farm who provide
school and public programs all
summer long.
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Erica Schreiner (Sr. District Technician Oswego County Soil
and Water Conservation District) celebrated her 46th birthday
on a very special hike to her 46th High Peak, Nippletop. Erica
said, “I’ve so enjoyed the 4 ½ year journey. Last fall I was a
45’er, and specifically waited until my 46th bday to finish. Mr.
Raindrop accompanied me on the hike.”
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The brainchild of Nichelle Billhardt, Lewis County Soil & Water Conservation District District Manager,
CDEA News is proud to present Where in New York is Ronny Raindrop? By evaporation or precipitation,
by sublimation or freezing, Ronny thrills crowds all across New York State. Submit your photos of Ronny
with a brief description of what he’s doing and where he is. The garden gnome ain’t got nuttin’ on Ronny!
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Wise Words from Our District Family

Interviewing seasoned District employees who share some words of wisdom
Doug Fisher
Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District
41 years
Q. How long have you been
working at your SWCD?
A. I have been with Onondaga
SWCD for 27 + years during 2
tours. My first tour of 6 years
was directly out of college. I
left the District (worst decision
I ever made) to return to the
family farm with my father and
brother, which only lasted a
year before I realized that
milking cows 24/7 was not in
my long-term future. Leaving
the farm was also hard, but I
went to the construction
industry doing sales and
overseeing contractual support
teams which lasted 15 years.
Even though I was making
“good” money in this field, I
wasn’t happy with this style of
work. One Sunday, reading
the classified section of the
paper I saw an advertisement
for a Resource Conservation
Specialist to join the
Skaneateles Lake Watershed
Agricultural Program
(SLWAP). I always loved and
missed that 6 years with the
District, so I applied and
luckily was hired back. I have

been with Onondaga SWCD
since 1996 in many positions,
currently as Program Manager
for all the County except the
SLWAP watershed.
Q. What have you
accomplished over the years
that you are most proud of?
A. Knowing that I have been
involved in so much of the
county’s conservation, whether
it be strip-cropping, diversion
ditches, waterways,
WASCob’s with underground
outlets, subsurface drainage,
manure storage, stream, and
shoreline stabilization, etc. is
such a reward. I can look at
any satellite map of a portion
of the county and see some
result of conservation that I
had a hand in.
Q. Why have you continued to
work at your Soil & Water
Conservation District?
A. As I mentioned in the first
question these “services” I
provided are ones that I have
enjoyed throughout my career.
I took a sizeable cut in wages
when I returned to
the SWCD, but it
was all worth it for
coming back to a
career that I
enjoyed. Money is
not everything,
loving what you do
is very important if
you’re going to
make it work.
Q. How have you
seen District

programs, or their focuses,
change over the years?
A. One of the things that
Districts can be very proud of
is the fact that they can
diversify in order to survive
financial struggles. We, at
Onondaga, have continued to
assist agricultural operators,
but also have provided a good
deal of assistance and support
to our Municipal partners by
getting involved in
Stormwater, Invasives,
Hydroseeding and revegetation. Unfortunately, on
the negative side of this change
I have seen our partnership
with NRCS fall by the
wayside. Moving out of the
USDA Service Center was a
huge step toward building our
relationships with
Municipalities, but it hurt the
partnership with NRCS. I
miss that tight relationship that
was so important to my career
training and growth.
Q. What words of wisdom do
you have for a newly hired
District employee?
A. Enjoy what you do and ask
when you don’t know. There
are so many good, smart,
knowledgeable, helpful
employees throughout the State
who are willing to share their
experiences and thoughts with
anybody that asks for their
assistance. Use this pathway
(CDEA) to improve your
knowledge and ability to serve
your county operators.
See Wise, page 9.
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Wise (from page 8)
Q. When did you first learn or
hear about Soil & Water
Conservation Districts?
A. I was finishing my final
year at SUNY Morrisville,
taking Natural Resource
Conservation when I heard that
my home county (Onondaga)
was planning to hire their first
Conservation Technician. I
expressed my interest, was
interviewed, and hired right out
of College for the job I studied
for.
Q. Please share with us a
memorable conservation
moment while working for your
District.
A. This may sound a little
silly, but one thing I have
remembered for years is
having one of my farm owners
thank me for the assistance we
gave him and his operation in
building him a manure storage
system. In the days of
financial assistance it seemed
like everybody was in the
“how much do I get” and “I
want more, more, more” mode
when this farmer tracked me
down and said how much he
really appreciated our help and
the financial assistance we
could provide. He truly was
grateful. That meant so much
at the time and I’ve never
forgotten him and his message.
Q. What is your most epic
memory from Water Quality
Symposium?
A. My most epic memories of
this training format actually go
back to the early days of my
first 6 years when training in
this group style was done at
Bergamo East near Marcy.
Oh, what fun was had at this

Monastery, run by Monks. It
had an underground tunnel
between buildings where a lot
of pranks were played among
the participants. Sometimes
we weren’t acting all that
religious when we were there.
Q. If you were snowed in at
your District office for a week
with no hope of evacuating,
who would you want to be
snowed in with and what would
be your top 3 survival items?
A. If I were going to be stuck
at the office for a week I would
have to be entertained
somehow so I probably would
be looking for my
entertainment to come from
somebody like Garth Brooks or
Brad Paisley. Having one of
them here to jam, sing and
entertain would be epic. I
think if I had someone in a
more serious capacity like the
Pope, or the President we
would run out of good
conversation after 2 or 3 days.
Also, I would have to have my
Dialysis Nurse and her
Dialysis machine here for the
week to keep me “clean”. The
Amyloidoisis disease that I
have been dealing with since
2001 has finally ruined my
kidney function, so without
that Nurse and her machine I
wouldn’t last the week. As
long as the dialysis machine is
here I might as well live off of
pizza, wine and ice cream for
the week, too.
Q. Do you have a hidden
talent?
A. I don’t have any hidden
talents, but I am the proud
owner of “Fisher’s Fowl Mood
Farm”. This is the name of
my home and few acres,

because I have a small flock of
chickens and a few peacocks.
The name is in respect to my
wife (Susan) who I love dearly,
but she can at times be a bit
cranky, thusly the name “Fowl
Mood”. We have a large flat
field stone rock at the entrance
of our driveway that has a
beautiful painted peacock on it,
and a farm sign noting Fowl
Mood Farm, and we even have
T-shirts to family members
that promote Fisher’s Fowl
Mood Farm.
Q. Tell us about what you will
miss when you retire.
A. The things that I will miss
when I retire are the things that
I miss already. It’s going to
be all the great people, friends
that I have met along the way.
All of the guys and gals, both
District and NRCS (SCS), that
have helped train me and get
me to the various steps in my
career that I have been blessed
to have. We’re talking about
folks, already retired, like: Jim
Hotaling, Ron Podolak, Jeff
TenEyck, Ron Kaplewicz, Ken
Cobb, Ward Decker, Dick
Rasmussen, Ellen Luchsinger,
Tom (Buford) Lassiter, Fran
Winkler, Les Travis, Al
Sweetland, Jeff Carmichael,
and many more. Plus, all the
friends that are still employed,
and way too many to list here.
Reference the CDEA District
Directory for all those
individuals because they all are
going to be part of my
memory.
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Senior Citizens Pen Tree Poems

Caitlin Stewart, Conservation Educator, Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District

Eighteen senior citizens penned
poems for the ninth annual
Arbor Day Poetry Contest
hosted by the Hamilton County
Soil and Water Conservation
District. Poets composed a five
verse poem called a cinquain
based on the theme trees in
nature.
“It has been totally awesome to
watch this contest grow over the
years,” said District
Conservation Educator Caitlin
Stewart. “The seniors just love
the contest, and I am thrilled that
18 poets participated this year.”

leaves opening, or seeing, in my
mind, the beautiful colors of fall
in the Adirondacks. As always,
everyone who participated is a
winner to me!”
All poets who entered the
contest received certificates of
merit. Honorable mentions were
awarded to Lois W. Kelley of
Indian Lake, Pat Ryan of Piseco,
Sue Kunzmann of Long Lake,
and Pam Broiles of Wells.

Third place went to Shirley
Traynor of Long Lake. Second
Place was awarded to Bob Tice
of Long Lake. Betsy Comeau of
Long Lake received first place.
The three overall winners
received bundles of red osier
dogwood seedlings and
certificates.
Arbor Day was celebrated April
29.
The Winning Poem
Tree Yoga by Betsy Comeau
Breathe in…
Green embracing
Oxygen of living,
Nurturing Trees, Cleansing our
Souls…
Breathe out…

Blind copies of the poems were
ranked by special guest judge
Kathy Stewart.
“This year's Arbor Day poetry
selections were all 5 lines of joy,
with a central theme the beauty
of nature,” said Kathy Stewart.
“Reading them transported me
through all of the seasons imagining ice dripping off of
frozen branches, visualizing new

The District has been working to
manage and promote the wise
use of natural resources in
Hamilton County since 1965.
For more information visit
www.hcswcd.com or call 518548-3991.
Pat Ryan of Piseco received an
honorable mention.

The Long Lake senior citizens show off their certificates.

Lois W. Kelley of Indian Lake
received an honorable mention.
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Conservation District Employees Association
“Your local Soil and Water Conservation District provides ongoing programs and
services to conserve, enhance and protect soil and water resources in your community.”

Executive Committee
Interim President
Steve Lorraine, Madison County

Division Representatives
Division I
Judy Bennett, Orleans County

Vice President
Chastity Miller, Franklin County

Division II
Kelly Emerick, Monroe County

Secretary
Caitlin Stewart, Hamilton County

Division III
Steve Lorraine, Madison County

Treasurer
Kristin White, Seneca County

Division IV
Velynda Parker, Steuben County

Member At Large
Doug Kierst , Cayuga County

Division V
Laura Benedict, Essex County
Division VI
Ben Luskin, Washington County
Division VII
Erin Sommerville, Dutchess County
Division VIII
Ann Marie Calabro, Suffolk County

www.nyscdea.com/
Phone: 607.776.7398, ext 3
Fax: 607.776.7487

