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Michael Hall, Conservation Technician, Tompkins County Soil & Water
This photo is from one of our compost projects here in Tompkins County. The photo shows a bank stabilization project completed by Tompkins County Soil and Water & NYS Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. Compost filter socks/blankets were used to stabilize the bank and provide an organic surface for trees,
shrubs and seeds to be planted in. The site is located at the Upper Buttermilk Falls State Park, right near the
parking area. This site is very popular to park visitors.
Photo credit: Alexis Pike, NYS Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation.
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Monroe County Soil and Water Conservation District staff and board members and Department of
Environmental Services staff attended a tour and tasting of Black Button Distillery in Rochester.
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Genesee County Soil and Water Conservation
District Field Manager Jared Elliott hydroseeding a
newly implemented grassed waterway.
Photo credit: Molly Cassatt.

A recently completed 4.4 million gallon plastic lined
manure storage helps a 400 cow Madison County
dairy farm meet their nutrient management and
AEM goals in the Oneida Lake Watershed. Funding
was provided by the farm in partnership with the
NYS Environmental Protection Fund.
Photo credit: Troy Bishopp.
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Dennis Hill Retires from Delaware County SWCD Board
After 31 years of service to
Delaware County and the
Delaware County Soil and
Water
Conservation
District
(DCSWCD),
Dennis Hill,
long time
dairy farmer
and partner
in Shaver
Hill Maple
Farm in
Harpersfield,
has stepped
down from
his seat on
the
DCSWCD

Board of Directors. In 1986
Dennis was named to the
Board as the NYS Grange
Representative and
in 1997 was elected
Chairman, a
position he
maintained for his
remaining twenty
years of service. A
former Supervisor
of the Town of
Harpersfield,
Dennis has also
served on the NYS
Soil and Water
Conservation
Committee where
he was elected chair
in 2002, the

Delaware County Ag and
Farmland Protection Board, the
Watershed Agricultural
Council, and was a Division
Director for the New York
Association of Conservation
Districts from 1992-97.
In August, the DCSWCD
Board passed a resolution
electing Frank Bachler, long
time Delaware County farmer
and former Town of Meredith
Supervisor as Chairman of the
Board and Bruce Dolph, owner
of the local H & R Block
franchise, former Town of
Walton Supervisor and current
Chair of the Coalition of
Watershed Towns, as Vice
Chairman.

Veteran Farmers Learn the Art of Fence

Troy Bishopp, Grazing Specialist, Madison County Soil and Water Conservation District

Floyd, N.Y. --- Poet William
Matthews wrote, “What
matters it that a soldier has a
sword of dazzling finish, of the
keenest edge, and finest
temper, if he has never learned
the art of fence”. In today’s
farming vernacular, learning
the art of fence stimulates
livestock management, insures

safety, protects water quality,
produces local food and saves
money for those who have the
passion to build their own.
Army Veteran, beginning farmer
and financial advisor, John Slifka,
had this desire after acquiring a
small acreage to start a multispecies operation with his wife,

Josephine and family, aptly
named Three Sister’s Farm for
their generations of women in
the family and to pay homage
to the Iroquois people.
“With part of the Three Sisters
Farm’s objective to raise a
variety of livestock, pasture
See Veteran, page 6.
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Veteran (from page 5)
hands-on bunch and want to get in
the field and do practical stuff,
said Bishopp, a Sons of the
American Legion member. When
John called and invited me to his
farm, I was honored to give my
time to a Veteran and see how I
could help.”

Army Veteran and Beginning
Farmer John Slifka from Three
Sisters Farm in Floyd NY pounds
posts in preparation for fence
training workshop.
fencing is essential. Still, it is
not only critical to get the right
kind of fencing installed, it was
equally important to get
fencing installed the right
way. It’s one thing to
watch Youtube videos
and read instructional
manuals, and quite
another to buy materials,
get them home and
realize, Uh-Oh: How
does this all come
together”, lamented
Slifka.

This personal help came with a
caveat: Put on a fence building
workshop/fence-raising with other
interested Veteran Farmers in
similar situations. With the help
of Melissa Oles, Membership
Coordinator for the Farmer
Veteran Coalition of New York,
Dean Koyanagi from The Cornell
Small Farms Program, Madison
County SWCD, The Upper
Susquehanna Coalition, William’s
Fence Company, Stewarts Shops
and Lee Newspapers the event
came together for 20 American
Veterans.

posts by slamming them in the
ground around a 7 acre field
using the hydraulic ram. The
“grass whisperer” showed all
the aspects of using the
equipment safely and keeping
the posts straight. “Pounding
posts is an art in itself. The
key is using high quality posts
like southern yellow pine, large
locust and cedar posts that
resist rot which complement
the 30 year hi-tensile fence
components. Building a fence
should be a one and done
exercise when installed right,”
emphasized Bishopp.
With the posts securely
installed, the group got a
lesson in geometry and learned
a variety of ways to build
strong, high tensile fence
braces. “Don’t scrimp on the
quality and size of the brace
rail, said Bishopp.
There’s a lot of
compression with the
brace wires and fence
pulling, so if you want it
to last, I wouldn’t have
any qualms to over-build
this portion.” He
demonstrated the
importance of lengthening
the rails to lessen the
brace wire angle which
affects the uplift on the
end and corner posts,
especially if they are not
in 3 to 4 feet in the
ground.

As coincidence would
have it, John would meet
Troy Bishopp, Oneida
County farmer and
Madison County’s Soil
and Water Conservation
John Slifka and Cody Curtis prepare a brace rail for After lunch and some
grazing specialist and
installation under the watchful eye of Troy Bishopp. time to network about
resident fence building
resources for veterans, the
instructor at an Armed to Farm
On the scarce sunny day in June,
group learned about hanging
sanctioned training workshop
Bishopp brought the District’s post
gates and went about rolling
in the county a year earlier.
pounder and fellow Veterans made
“I’ve found that Veterans are a
child’s play of John’s used treated
See Veteran, page 7.
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Veteran (from page 6)
out the woven wire
both Veterans and Nonfor tightening. The
Veterans alike”.
tool of the day was
the 4’ Stretcher Bar
“I am so appreciative of
and its 5 metal wedge
Melissa Oles of the
design, which has
Farmer/Veteran
improved the way
Coalition (with support
traditional stretcher
from Dean Koyanagi of
bars work. The bar,
the Cornell Small
placed vertically and
Farms), too. Melissa
with wedges locked
was mission essential,
into the fence, made it
coordinating so much of
easy to place the wire
the logistics for the
in the center of the
workshop. Thinking
bar and pull it tight
about it, the fencing
anywhere on the
workshop couldn’t have
The grass whisperer demonstrates the finer points of safely
fence with John’s
happened without the
installing posts with hydraulic post pounder to veteran
tractor. “It’s the best
efforts of many
farmers.
thing I’ve seen
supporters and each of
today,” said Army Vet, Cody
enough, said Slifka. For our
the Veterans who attended,
Curtis.
workshop, they graciously
said John. It was a memorable
provided the expertise and
and inspiring day”.
experienced instruction through
With the fence tight, everyone
the Agriculture Environmental
pitched in to staple the wire to
To learn more about Veteran
Farmer workshops visit
Management Program and Upper
the posts and voila; the fence
www.farmvetco.org or contact
Susquehanna Coalition for Troy to
could hold the Slifka’s future
Ms. Oles at (845) 532-676
teach, but also generously
animals. “These are skills that
contributed a post pounder and
will directly impact my farm,
other equipment to build our fence.
said Tom Price, beef farmer
Published in Country Folks by
Yet, what made our workshop
and Army Veteran from
Lee Newspapers.
especially meaningful was we
Valatie, NY. Hands-on
were blessed with
trainings are the best.”
the company of
fellow Veterans
“Our workshop was a mixture
having similar
of questions to Troy, hands-on
goals and dreams
corner & brace setting,
as ours. My view
pounding posts, and pulling
may be
fence etc., all under Troy’s
prejudiced.
watchful eye. We needed the
However, I
knowledge and guidance Troy
cannot imagine a
shared on our farm, said a
better group of
grateful Slifka. I don’t know
impassioned
of any new or even established
farmers as priorfarmer that wouldn’t have
service military. I
benefited from what Troy
strongly
shared.”
recommend and
will support
“This is where we cannot thank
The grass whisperer demonstrates the finer points of
similar
the Madison County Soil &
safely installing posts with hydraulic post pounder to
workshops for
Water Conservation District
veteran farmers.
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Conservation District Gains New Leader
Tom DeRue, Former District Manager, Ontario County Soil and Water Conservation District

After a brief period without a
District Manager and an
extensive search, the Soil and
Water District’s Board of
Directors announces the
appointment of Megan L.
Webster, of Naples as its new
Manager. Ms. Webster who
most recently has worked for
the District in a technical role,
brings a wealth of knowledge
in protecting and improving
the environment and engaging
with a variety of stakeholders
including public and private
landowners to best utilize and
protect the natural resources of
Ontario County. As a Certified
Professional in Erosion and
Sediment Control (CPESC),
her responsibilities have
included the planning,
installation and monitoring of
best management practices.
Megan holds a
Bachelor’s
degree from
Gettysburg
College and
Masters of

Science in environmental
chemistry from the University
of Maryland. She has extensive
experience in a variety of fields
to include working on water
quality issues under the Sea
Grant Program in Hawaii,
gaining management
experience as team leader in
the preservation of
conservation lands, also in
Hawaii. She served as a project
officer within a wildlife trust in
Scotland for two years prior to
moving back to this area and
beginning her tenure with the
Conservation District in 2015.
While applying for the position
Megan stated, “During my
time as a technician with the
District I have added to my
extensive experience in
interacting with and engaging a

variety of audiences. I have
thorough knowledge of the
programs and feel I can make a
positive contribution to the
advancement of District
programs.” She will oversee a
staff of six employees, and
variety of programs, grants,
and projects. Soil and Water
Conservation Districts,
governed by a local Board of
Directors, are special districts
in each county of the State
tasked with preserving and
protecting the natural resources
of the county they serve.
Programs range from working
with local farmers on nutrient
management issues to stream
stabilization projects to water
quality issues related to the
many Finger Lakes.
Ms. Webster is originally from
this area, a native
of Penn Yan, and
now lives with
her husband and
two children in
the Village of
Naples.
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Jonathan Negley (District Manager, Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation District)
announces the birth of his son Isaac Jonathan on March 23, 2017. He was born to John and his wife
Kristin as their first child. John had to get the shirt made up for him and he proves it every day!
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CDEA Golf Tournament

Christine Watkins, Executive Director, Jefferson County Soil and Water Conservation District

It was a rainy start to this year’s
CDEA Golf Tournament but by
the end of the day the skies had
cleared. There were 12 teams at
the 2017 CDEA Golf Tournament
held at Casolwood Golf Course in
Canastota.
There was a three way tie for first
place this year. Dave Wick
would have liked if we had
automatically crowned his team
the champs, but that’s not how it
works. The golf course staff
assessed the scores of all three
teams to determine who had the

best score on the toughest hole.
This year’s winning team was the
Jefferson NRCS team of Becca
Hare, Mark Hare, Jon Burns and
Jon Jerome. Second place was
the Cayuga – Onondaga Cortland team of Doug Kierst,
Ryan Cunningham, Russ Smith
and Sean Ward.
Thank you to all the teams that
participated. Thank you to this
year’s sponsors: Madison County
SWCD, Meadowview and
Chemung Supply Corp. They
help us make the event even more
fun.

Tentative date for next year’s
tournament is July 26, 2018
Please consider playing in the
tournament – it is a great time had
by all, no matter what skill level
you are. If you have a question
about the tournament or have a
lead for a potential sponsor please
contact Chris Watkins in
Jefferson County, Doug Kierst in
Cayuga County or Russ Smith in
Cortland County.

The brainchild of Nichelle Billhardt, Lewis County Soil & Water Conservation District District Manager,
CDEA News is proud to present Where in New York is Ronny Raindrop? By evaporation or precipitation,
by sublimation or freezing, Ronny thrills crowds all across New York State. Submit your photos of Ronny
with a brief description of what he’s doing and where he is. The garden gnome ain’t got nuttin’ on Ronny!
Ronny Raindrop takes time out for a photo
op with Chastity Miller and Caitlin Stewart
at the 2015 New York State Envirothon.
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Wise Words from Our District Family

Interviewing seasoned District employees who share some words of wisdom
Christine Watkins
Jefferson County Soil & Water Conservation District
30 years
Q. How long have
you been working
at your SWCD? If
you have worked
for more than one
District, please let
us know the
counties, positions,
and years worked.

Q. Why have you
continued to work
at your Soil and
Water
Conservation
District?

A. I really like my
job, I like the
people I work with
A. I started at
and I like the
Jefferson SWCD
farmers I work
in February 2000
with. I may not
always like
as an Agronomist/
administrative end
Nutrient
of the job and
Management
Planner. I became
would rather be
Executive Director
out in the field
in 2013 and still
than at my
continue to do
desk. We have
Christine with her daughters Rachel (left) and Brittany (right).
nutrient
good support from
working with a number of
management planning. I also
the County Legislature and
farms developing nutrient
worked at Lewis County
actively partner with many
management plans. Being a
agencies and organizations in
SWCD from 1987 – 1997 as a
farm girl, it was easy to gain
the county. I like the new
District Technician.
the trust of a number of
directions that we are taking.
producers. However, one farm
Q. What have you
I worked with, no matter how
accomplished over the years
many times they saw my face
with your District that you are
Q. How have you seen District
at the farm or heard my voice
most proud of?
programs, or their focuses,
on the phone, the father would
change over the years?
insist on calling the Executive
A. Wow, that’s a tough one. I
Director with questions about
think we have earned the
A. There has been some
the
plan.
Those
call
always
got
reputation of the “go-to”
change in programs - when I
transferred to me to answer
agency in the county. We do
started in Jefferson County our
the questions. At some point
so many things other agencies
programming revolved around
in time there was a shift, and
and organizations cant or wont
ag producers, county forestland
the calls came directly to
do. We may not always want
management and revegetation
me.
It
might
have
taken
a
little
these extra jobs, but if it can
work on Fort Drum. We have
longer to gain their trust and
benefit the natural resources in
expanded our repertoire to
confidence, but it finally
the county, who are we to say
include stormwater work,
happened. I still work with the
no?
streambank stabilization,
farm, and although they may
invasive species work,
not always like what I tell
recreational trail development
Personally, gaining the trust
them,
at
least
there
is
respect
and the list goes on. I think we
and confidence of a local
between us.
have stronger partnerships
producer was pivotal for
me. When I started in
See Wise, page 12.
Jefferson County I was
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Wise (from page 11)
today. Unfortunately as
programs grow, so does the
administrative work. We seem
to do a lot of paper pushing,
but I guess if that paper
pushing can justify the great
work we do and keep the
money coming in, then it is
worth it. Statewide – programs
and focuses have changed as
more people respect what we
do and the expertise we can
provide. We are doing things
today that no one would have
thought of 30 years ago.
Q. What words of wisdom do
you have for a newly hired
District employee?
A. Keep learning, think
outside the box and don’t be
afraid to ask for help.
Q. When did you first learn or
hear about Soil and Water
Conservation Districts?
A. I met Dave Pendergast
(former State Committee
Director) in 1986 and he
encouraged me to consider
SWCD as a potential job
Q. What made you decide to
apply for a job with your
District?
A. In 1987 I needed a job. In
2000 I felt that the
Agronomist/Nutrient
Management Planner position
in Jefferson County was my
ideal job, combining what I
learned in college and past
work experience, plus working
with ag producers.
Q. Did your education

prepare you for your job as a
District employee?
A. Yes, I have a degree in
Plant Sciences/Agronomy from
Cornell and I use it a lot doing
nutrient management planning.
Q. What is your most epic
memory from a Water Quality
Symposium?
A. I have two - sumo
wrestling in Auburn and
winning the Croney award.
Q. Please share with us a
humorous moment from your
time at your District.
A. Probably the most
humorous moment was when I
was at a farm to do a manure
spreader calibration for a liquid
manure spreader. I was with
one of the guys from the office
at the time and while he sat in
the truck ordering pizza for
lunch, I got out to wheel out
the spreader path. It was a
windy day and I thought the
spreader had traveled far
enough down the field, but I
was wrong. As I got the
measuring wheel out of the
truck, I realized there was a
fine mist settling over me……
and it wasn’t rain. Needless to
say, I wasn’t the most pleasant
smelling person in the office
that afternoon.
Q. Do you have a hidden
talent?
A. No hidden talents, but I
have a small handcrafted
jewelry business on the side.

Q. Tell us about what you will
miss when you retire.
A. I will miss the SWCD
family. I am lucky to have
wonderful people to work with
in the office and a good board
of directors as well. I enjoyed
serving as a CDEA Division
Rep as well as on planning
committees. I truly feel that
the CDEA is a family and I am
very lucky to be a part of that
family (as dysfunctional as we
may be).
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2017 AEM Award Winners Dueppengiesser Dairy Company and
Wyoming County Soil and Water Conservation District
New York State Soil & Water Conservation Committee

Dueppengiesser
Dairy
Company,
located in
Wyoming
County, is the
recipient of the
2017
Agricultural
Environmental
Management
Award. Each
year, the award
honors the
outstanding
efforts of a New
York State farm
to protect and
preserve soil
and water
quality. The
New York State
Department of Photo taken by John Vogel, American Agriculturist
Agriculture and
Markets, the Empire State
community.
Potato Growers, and the
Dueppengiesser Dairy Farm is a
American Agriculturist
third-generation family farm that
Magazine together honored the
manages nearly 2,000 milking
farm family for their
cows and youngstock and operates
implementation of
more than 2,000 acres of cropland,
conservation best management
producing corn, alfalfa, and wheat.
practices that benefit the
As early adopters of the principles
environment and protect the

of AEM, the
family has
implemented
several
practices, such
as reduced
tillage, use of
cover crops, and
nutrient
management, to
protect soil and
water quality.
Compaction
issues on the
field led the
farm to use zone
tilling, which
only disturbs a
narrow band of
soil that the crop
is planted into,
enabling crop
residue to
remain on the
field’s surface as mulch. The
decreased soil disturbance
maintains the organic matter
and biological activity needed
for healthy soil.
The family is also very active
in the community, hosting
several agricultural education
programs on their farm,
including the Farm Bureau
School Education Program and
Agri-Palooza. The farm also
hosted a Western New York
Soil Health Field Day, which
included a demonstration plot
of interseeded cover crops.
This allows cover crops to be
planted between rows of
standing crops, helping to
ensure the cover crop is
established before they spread
manure.
The farm has worked closely

AEM Dueppengiesser manure injector

See Winners, page 14.
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Winners (from page 13)
with the Wyoming County Soil
and Water Conservation District,
which provides technical
assistance to advance
agricultural environmental
management practices within the
county. The Wyoming County
Soil and Water Conservation
District has a very active AEM
program that has assisted over
361 farms since its inception.
Their AEM Strategic Plan
focuses on nutrient management

and reducing cropland erosion,
and Dueppengiesser Dairy
Company has implemented
various practices to address
these issues that will improve
soil health and protect water
quality.
Wyoming County Soil and
Water Conservation District
Manager Greg McKurth said,
“The Dueppengeiser family has
been a pleasure to work with

2017 AEM Award Ag Leadership Luncheon

over the years as they have
proactively undergone
numerous implementation
projects related to improving
conservation on their farm,
along with hosting many
educational outreach programs
on their dairy, such as soil
health workshops, and
Wyoming County’s Agripalooza event. I am proud of the
Wyoming County farms for
working collectively
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Students Catch River Critters

Caitlin Stewart, Conservation Educator, Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District

WELLS – The sixth graders of
Mrs. Montanye’s class at Wells
Central School spent a day
catching river critters with
Hamilton County Soil and Water
Conservation District’s Educator
Caitlin Stewart on June 5. They
discovered that benthic
macroinvertebrates like
dobsonflies, mayfly nymphs,
and blackfly larvae can be used
to determine the health of a
stream.

Stewart explained to the class
that benthic macroinvertebrates
are bioindicator organisms of
water quality. The presence or
absence of certain types of
macroinvertebrates determines if
a stream is polluted or healthy.
Mayflies, stoneflies, and
caddisflies are pollution
intolerant, while midges, black
flies, and mosquitoes are
pollution tolerant.
“Students had a fantastic
understanding of pollution, and
how pollution could enter the
Sacandaga River,” said Stewart.
“They explained that road salts,
leaky car oil, litter, and
fertilizers can negatively impact
water quality, the organisms that
live in streams, and the aquatic
food web.”
Following the indoor lesson,
students grabbed their clip

boards, lab sheets, pencils, and
muck boots, and hiked to the
Sacandaga River in hot pursuit
of benthic macroinvertebrates.
“My students didn't have to
travel far to find the perfect
balance of learning and fun on
the Sacandaga riverbank,” said
Montanye. “They were
surprised and amazed to find a
whole new world of life to
uncover in this activity.”
On the riverbank, students used
a GPS unit to obtain the
coordinates of their sample site,
and filled in weather data on
their lab sheet. Stream velocity
was recorded with a stopwatch
and tennis ball.
Teams were formed for
macroinvertebrate sampling.
One student placed a kicknet
See Critters, page 16.

Students take a kicknet sample
to catch river critters by
overturning rocks and scuffing
the bottom of the stream to
dislodge macroinvertebrates.
In the classroom, Stewart
defined benthic
macroinvertebrates as bottom
dwelling stream creatures that
are large enough to be seen
without magnification and that
do not have a backbone. Their
habitat includes sand, gravel,
logs, aquatic vegetation, and
stream banks. Benthic
macroinvertebrates spend part of
or their entire life in streams.

Students take a look at stream critters in a kicknet with their
teacher Emily Montanye.
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Critters (from page 15)
scuffing pebbles,
overturning rocks,
and agitating
plants. Stream
critters floated
downstream into
the kicknet and the
students placed
them in wide
mouth containers
filled with water.
Back in the
classroom,
Conservation Educator Caitlin Stewart explains to students identified
students that some macroinvertebrates like the the
dobsonfly larva in her hand are bioindicators of macroinvertebrates
with microscopes
healthy water quality.
and taxonomic
flush to the bottom of the stream
keys. Using a mathematical
while the other team members
formula, they performed
dislodged macroinvertebrates by
calculations and discovered that

In lab, students examine a dobsonfly larva
under a microscope.

the water quality score for the
Sacandaga River ranked the
highest at good.
“Text-book and internet learning
is fine, but nothing could beat
this terrific field experience,”
said Montanye. “Wells students
concluded that the water quality
of the river near their school is
good!”
The District has been working to
manage and promote the wise
use of natural resources in
Hamilton County since 1965.
To schedule a conservation
presentation, or for more
information go to
www.hcswcd.com or call 518548-3991.
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New York State
Conservation District Employees’ Association, Inc.
“Your local Soil and Water Conservation District provides ongoing programs and
services to conserve, enhance and protect soil and water resources in your community.”

Executive Committee
President
Steve Lorraine, Madison County

Division Representatives
Division I
Judy Bennett, Orleans County

Vice President
Chastity Miller, Franklin County

Division II
Kelly Emerick, Monroe County

Secretary
Caitlin Stewart, Hamilton County

Division III
Raeanne Dulanski, St Lawrence County

Treasurer
Kristin White, Seneca County

Division IV
Velynda Parker, Steuben County

Member At Large
Doug Kierst, Cayuga County

Division V
Laura Benedict, Essex County
Division VI
Ben Luskin, Washington County
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Erin Sommerville, Dutchess County
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Ann Marie Calabro, Suffolk County
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