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Troy Bishopp of the Madison County Soil and Water Conservation District took this issue’s cover photo 
showing cover crop planting at Schell Farm.   

Leadership Changes at Soil and Water 
Judith Spencer, Delaware County Soil and Water Conservation District 

Rick Weidenbach, who has 
been at the helm of The 
Delaware County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
for thirty-seven years has 
stepped down as Executive 
Director, effective September 
18.  
 
Rick, who hails from the 
Buffalo area, graduated from 
SUNY Plattsburg with a dual 
degree in Environmental 
Science and Physical 
Geography.  Originally hired 
by the District in 1980 for a 
one-year position as Program 
Aide for the Model 
Implementation Program 
(MIP), Rick was named 
District Manager in 1983, a 
position he has held for thirty-
four years.  
 

Rick guided the District 
through FAD negotiations with 
the NYC DEP, partnerships 
with WAC, NRCS and CCE in 
the Watershed Ag Program, 
and the development of the 
Stream Corridor Management 
Program. He has seen the 
District grow from a staff of 
three with an annual budget of 
under $55,000 to managing 
twenty-five employees and 
over $4 million per year. Rick 
will be returning two days per 
week as Assistant to the 
Executive Director to continue 
facilitating the transition 
process.  
 
Larry Underwood, the 
DCSWCD Technical 
Coordinator since 2010, has 
been appointed Executive 
Director by the DCSWCD 

Board of Directors. Larry, a 
Walton native, has a BS in 
Environmental and Forest 
Biology from SUNY College 
of Environmental Science and 
Forestry. He started his career 
at the DCSWCD in 1992 as a 
Water Quality Field 
Coordinator and became a 
Technician in 1995.  
 
Gideon Frisbee has been 
tapped to replace Larry as 
Technical Coordinator. Gideon 
began with the DCSWCD in 
2003 as a Stream Program 
intern, was hired as a 
Technician in 2006, and has 
since earned AEM 
Certification for Farm 
Planning, one of only forty-
seven in the State of New 
York. 
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The Schoharie County Soil & Water 
Conservation District welcomes Pete Nichols as 

their new District Manager.   

The Delaware County SWCD was this year’s 
recipient of the NYACD Annual Commendation 

Award given for superior professional 
achievement.  

PJ and Kelly Emerick on the CDEA bench at the NYS Fair.  
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The brainchild of Nichelle Billhardt, Lewis County Soil & Water Conservation District District Manager,  
CDEA News is proud to present Where in New York is Ronny Raindrop?  By evaporation or precipitation, 
by sublimation or freezing, Ronny thrills crowds all across New York State.  Submit your photos of Ronny 
with a brief description of what he’s doing and where he is.  The garden gnome ain’t got nuttin’ on Ronny!     

Ronny Raindrop with Michael, Dawn and  
Philip Latham at Farm Family Day 2017  

in Albany County.  

Jennifer Kelly of Chenango County SWCD was 
meeting with some of the staff at one of  their local 

environmental education centers, Rogers Center, when 
she came across a woman who was a previous Ronny 

Raindrop coloring contest winter.  She actually had the 
picture hung up in her office!    
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Happy Retirement, Judy!   
Brian Steinmuller, Assistant Director, NYS Soil and Water Conservation Committee 

It is with absolute mixed 
emotions that I announce the 
retirement of the NYS Soil and 
Water Conservation 
Committee and Division of 
Land and Water Resources’ 
Administrative Assistant, Judy 
Snyder, effective November 
3rd.  Judy has worked tirelessly 
every day for Conservation 
Districts, farmers, and the 
public as a whole as an 
employee of the Department 
for over 37 years.  We are so 
happy for Judy and very proud 
of her service.     
 
Most of you know Judy as the 
one who receives, reviews, and 
processes program contracts, 
reports, amendments, and most 
importantly payments.  Much 
goes into the completion of all 
of those noted 
responsibilities.  Judy is also 

one of two individuals who 
maintains the list serve and 
sends out emails to all 
Districts, SWCC Voting, 
Advisory Members, and 
partners statewide.  Thank you 
Judy for all that you’ve done to 
advance Division/District 
programs!!   
 
Please join me in 
congratulating Judy Snyder for 
a career immensely well 
done!  I cannot begin to 
describe how she contributed 
to the mission of conservation 
and farmland protection in this 
state nor tell you that the level 
of experience Judy brought to 
the SWCC/Division can be 
easily replaced.  
 
At this time, I ask that you 
send program correspondence, 
reports, and payment requests 

to the attention of Maureen 
Irish, the Division’s Program 
Aid, and the appropriate 
Program Manager.  Please send 
announcements, 
correspondence, and other 
information that you would 
like shared with all Districts 
and partners to Michelle 
MacDonald 
(michelle.macdonald@agricult
ure.ny.gov), the Division’s 
Secretary.  We will be working 
to get list serve access for 
Maureen and I will let you all 
know when this is up and 
running as a backup for 
Michelle.   We will be working 
hard to try and make this 
transition as smooth as 
possible.  The staff will 
continue to update all of you 
on this and other staff 
transitions as they occur.     
 
 

Ag Equipment Rental - 2017 Update 
Eric Jensen, Resource Conservation Specialist, Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation District 

The Ag equipment rental 
program has made no-till 
technology available to farms 
in the watershed and around 
Onondaga County for the past 
9 seasons.  In order to upgrade 
our equipment, it was decided 
to sell both the 6-row John 
Deere 1750 conservation 
planter and the 10-foot Great 
Plains 1006 no-till drill.  A 
new 12-foot no-till drill was 
purchased with the sales 
proceeds. 
 
This NEW Esch 5512 no-till 
drill is available @ $11/acre on 
a first come/first served basis 
to qualified farmers with a 
minimum 100 hp tractor with 2 

pairs of hydraulic connections.  A 
certificate of insurance is required.  
A delivery/set up fee of $100 
(which includes a seed rate 
calibration) will be charged. 
 
The no-till drill 
works great for 
hay/pasture 
seedings, 
soybeans, winter 
grains, and 
planting of cover 
crops!  For more 
information on Ag 
equipment rental, 
contact the 
SLWAP & 
Onondaga County 
Soil & Water 

Conservation District office 
location at 6680 Onondaga 
Lake Parkway, Liverpool at 
(315) 457-0325. 
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Wise Words from Our District Family  

Interviewing seasoned District employees who share some words of wisdom   

James Malyj 
Seneca County Soil & Water Conservation District  

28 years 

Q.  How long have you been 
working at your SWCD?  If 
you have worked for more than 
one District, please let us know 
the counties, positions, and 
years worked.   
 
A.  I have been working for the 
Seneca County SWCD for 28 
years. This is the one and only 
SWCD I have worked for. 
Prior to that, I worked at the 
NYS Agricultural Experiment 
Station in Geneva NY. 
 
 
Q.  What have you 
accomplished over the years 
with your District that you are 
most proud of?   
 

A.  Probably what I am most 
proud of is not really a District 
program but something that 
many SWCD’s have benefited 
from over the last 30 years. 
That would be the  FLLOWPA 
(Finger Lakes Lake Ontario 
Watershed Protection 
Alliance).  I have served on the 
executive board of this 
organization almost 
continuously since its 
beginnings  as the Aquatic 
Vegetation Program. This 
program has been very 
important in making the 
Seneca County SWCD what it 
is today. 
 
 

Q.  Why have you continued to 
work at your Soil and Water 
Conservation District?   
 
A.It has been really a good 
place to work. No two days are 
ever alike. One day I may be 
out on the lake all day and out 
in the woods on another, and in 
the office when the weather 
outside is lousy. It has also 
offered a very flexible 
schedule, I have been able to 
pursue other ventures outside 
of my SWCD job. 
 
 
Q.  How have you seen District 
programs, or their focuses, 
change over the years?   
 
A.  When I started my 
employment with Seneca 
County in 1989, the vast 
majority of work Seneca 
County SWCD did mostly 
involved selling trees, 
agricultural and yard drainage. 
Grant money was almost non-
existent. I think that this was 
true at a lot of SWCD’s. Today 
there seems an infinite number 
of issues and programs that 
Districts are involved with 
along with funding for 
implementation. The Districts 
receive a lot more respect 
through all levels of 
government. The District have 
become the “Go To” agency 
for a lot of things. 
 
 
Q.  What words of wisdom do 
you have for a newly hired 
District employee?   

See Wise, page 12.     
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Wise (from page 11) 

A.  Don’t let the first year of 
employment discourage you. 
You will not get rich in this 
business but you will have 
stability that many in private 
industry do not have. After a 
few years you will have made 
the job your own and the 
advantage of job stability will 
have more than made up for 
what may have seemed like a 
low starting salary. 
 
 
Q.  When did you first learn or 
hear about Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts?   
 
A.  I first learned about 
Conservation Districts when I 
12 years old. My father had 
Bill Pierce at the Ontario 
County SWCD lay out tile on a 
very large part of our  farm. I 
still remember running rod and 
pounding in  grade stakes for a 
few weeks that summer. 
 
 
Q.  What made you decide to 
apply for a job with your 
District?   
 
A.   I was working at the NYS 
Agricultural Experiment 
Station  (Cornell). It was 
considered a prestigious place 
to work  when growing up in 
Geneva. The reality is that I 
was spending most of my days 
counting clover seeds. I wanted 
something different. I 
answered an ad in the 
newspaper and was hired a few 
weeks later. 
 
 
Q.  Did your education 
prepare you for your job as a 
District employee?   
 

A.  I have held a private pilot 
license since 1987.  
 
 
Q.  Tell us about what you will 
miss when you retire.   
 
A.  I know that the standard 
answer the people, but 
it’s  most of the farmers as well 
as district and other agency 
people that I deal with every 
day that I will miss the most. 
 
 
Q.  Any concluding remarks?   
 
A.  Where the hell has the last 
28 years gone? LOL 

A.  I have a M.S. in 
Agronomy. My education was 
not tailored for a job with a 
conservation district, there was 
a lot to learn. A lot of what I 
had to learn could not come 
from any college course. I had 
to learn to deal with a lot of 
different kinds of people, the 
majority were good, it was a 
real learning experience with 
others. I think that the colleges 
are doing a much better job of 
preparing young people for 
district employment than they 
did in my day. 
 
 
Q.  Please share with us a 
memorable conservation 
moment while working for your 
District. 
 
A.  I really remember the first 
few NYS Envirothon 
competitions. I was on the 
committee and really have 
fond memories of those times. 
 
 
Q.  What is your most epic 
memory from a Water Quality 
Symposium?   
 
A.  I remember that in about 
1993 we had the symposium in 
Lake George. It was called the 
District Training Session or 
something like that in those 
days. We had 2-3 ft. of wet 
snow the night of the banquet, 
I remember a group led by Bob 
Brower digging 
everybody’s  vehicles out early 
that morning. That was a really 
pleasant surprise. 
 
 
Q.  Do you have a hidden 
talent?   
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Onondaga County Welcomes Two New Employees 
Kim Clark and Ron May, Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation District 

My name is Kim Clark and I have recently 
started as a Conservation  District Technician 
for the SWLAP program.  I grew up on a family 
dairy farm as well as managed the farm for 
several years after college.  I received my 
bachelors degree in Environmental Science from 
the University at Buffalo as well as 25 credit 
hours in 
Watershed 
Management 
at SUNY 
ESF.  I have 
an amazing 
little boy 
 Benjamin, 
who keeps 
me on my 
toes!  Karate, 
soccer and of 
course four 
wheeling at 
Gramma’s.  I am excited to get back to my roots 
in the farming and agricultural community as 
well as help to conserve and protect our land and 
water. 
 
My name is Ron May. I started with the 
OCSWCD in July of this year as a Conservation 
District Technician.  I recently graduated from 
SUNY Plattsburgh with a B.S. Environmental 

Science degree and a minor in Planning. While 
at SUNY Plattsburgh I played lacrosse, club ice 
hockey, and was a member of the fishing team.  
Beginning this Fall, I will be starting graduate 
school part-time at SUNY ESF to pursue a 
master’s degree in Environmental Engineering 
with a focus in water resources. In my free time 

I enjoy 
hunting, 
fishing, 
working out 
and playing 
sports. 
 
Throughout 
high school I 
worked 
summers on a 
produce farm 
in Central 
New York. I 
am looking 

forward to working for OCSWCD because it 
offers the opportunity to combine the knowledge 
I gained from my undergraduate studies with an 
interest in farm conservation planning.  In 
addition to that, I am excited to be part of the 
effort to clean and protect our very important 
water resources in Central New York! 
  

Conservation Field Day Sparks Stewardship  
Caitlin Stewart, Conservation Educator, Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District 

The 38th annual Lynn Galusha 
Memorial Conservation Field 
Day sparked the enthusiasm of 
fifth and sixth graders who will 
become the future stewards of 
natural resources.  The event 
drew 72 area students from 
Lake Pleasant, Wells, Long 
Lake, Inlet, and Wheelerville 
schools to the Hamilton 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District office on 
Sept. 21.     
 
The weather was sunny and 

warm for groups of students to 
hike the Adirondack Ecotrail to 
6 stations where they 
discovered the importance of 
natural resource conservation 
from the experts. 
 
Dean Nervik of Suncatcher 
Homestead showed how a 
solar oven can bake cookies 
and presented the benefits of 
renewable energy at the Power 
from the Sun station.  Wolf 
extirpation was highlighted at 
the Big Bad Wolf station with 

Christine Campeau of the 
Adirondack Experience.   
 
Invasive species identification 
and harmful impacts were 
highlighted by Zachary Simek 
of the Adirondack Park 
Invasive Plant Program.  
Students learned the 
importance of leaving no trace 
and backcountry safety with 
Dave Kallen and John Ploss of 
the New York State 

See Field Day, Page 9.   
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Department of Environmental 
Conservation.   
 
The water cycle was the hot 
topic at the Incredible Journey 
station where students played 
an interactive game with Jackie 
Howard and Jeff Sann of the 
Adirondack Watershed 
Institute.  Kids got their hands 
dirty with Tom Bielli of the 
Natural Resources 
Conservation 
Service, who 
showcased soil 
health. 
 
“My students 
learned a great 
deal and really 
enjoyed their time 
at the District,” 
said Shannon 
Enders, 5th grade 
teacher, 
Wheelerville 
Union Free School.   
   
The day concluded with a final 
presentation from DEC Officer 
Matthew LaCroix and his 
service dog Diesel who 
displayed obedience 
commands, tracking 
techniques, and object location.   
 

Kids took 
notes on 
graphic 
organizers 
that they 
will use to 
develop 
entries for 
the 5th grade 
poster and 
6th grade 
essay 
contests.  
Students 
choose 
which 
presentation 

topic they feel would be most 
effective at conserving 
Hamilton County’s natural 
resources.  Entries will be 
judged based on rubrics and 
awards ceremonies will be 
scheduled for each school.  
Contests meet STEAM 
(Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, and Math), 
and Common Core standards.   
 

“This year’s event was made 
extra special thanks to 
donations from the Adirondack 
Council, Adirondack 
Experience, Alicia C. Miller 
Real Estate, Inc., Gadway 
Realty, Great Camp Sagamore, 
NBT Bank, Oak Mountain, the 
Oxbow Lake Motel, LLC., 
Seedway, LLC., Tanners 

Outdoor Sports, Inc., and the 
Wild Center,” said District 
Manager Elizabeth Mangle.  “I 
also thank volunteers Ed 
Winchell and Diane Galusha 
Niznik who helped make the 
event a tremendous success.”       
 
“As these fifth and sixth 
graders mature into young 
adults who take on leadership 
roles, I am confident that our 
natural resources are in good 
hands,” said District 

Conservation Educator Caitlin 
Stewart.  “I look forward to 
seeing the ideas of these bright 
young minds reflected in their 
essays and posers.”      
 
Watch the Conservation Field 
Day video here.   
 
The District has been working 
to manage and promote the 
wise use of natural resources in 
Hamilton County since 
1965.  For more information 
go to www.hcswcd.com or call 
518-548-3991.  

Field Day (from page 8)   

Tom Bielli, NRCS, teaches students about soil health.   

Dean Nervik discusses solar power.   

Students learned about wolf 
extirpation and the importance of 
keystone species with Christine 

Campeau of the Adirondack 
Experience.   
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Executive Committee 

President  

Steve Lorraine, Madison County  

Vice President  

Chastity Miller, Franklin County 

Secretary  

Caitlin Stewart, Hamilton County 

Treasurer  

Kristin White, Seneca County 

Member At Large  

Doug Kierst, Cayuga County 

New York State 
Conservation District Employees’ Association, Inc.   

www.nyscdea.com/    Phone: 607.776.7398, ext 3  Fax: 607.776.7487  

Division Representatives 

Division I  

Judy Bennett, Orleans County  

Division II  

Kelly Emerick, Monroe County 

Division III   

Raeanne Dulanski, St Lawrence County  

Division IV 

Velynda Parker, Steuben County 

Division V 

Laura Benedict, Essex County  

Division VI 

Ben Luskin, Washington County 

Division VII 

Erin Sommerville, Dutchess County 

Division VIII 

Ann Marie Calabro, Suffolk County 

“Your local Soil and Water Conservation District provides ongoing programs and 

services to conserve, enhance and protect soil and water resources in your community.”  


