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This issue’s cover photo was taken by Judy Littrell, Conservation Education Outreach Coordinator, NYS Soil 
and Water Conservation Committee.  The vista is of beautiful of Seneca Lake from the east side.      

The brainchild of Nichelle Billhardt, Lewis County Soil & Water Conservation District District Manager,  
CDEA News is proud to present Where in New York is Ronny Raindrop?  By evaporation or precipitation, 
by sublimation or freezing, Ronny thrills crowds all across New York State.  Submit your photos of Ronny 
with a brief description of what he’s doing and where he is.  The garden gnome ain’t got nuttin’ on Ronny!     
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Ronny Raindrop at the Syracuse Chiefs game.  Ronny of the Onondaga County Soil and Water  
Conservation District went to the game and represented the Water Environment Protection agency’s  

“Save the Rain” for Onondaga County.   
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Ronny Raindrop made a special appearance at Family Fun Day on August 6 in Speculator.  
Even though the day was hot and humid, Ronny did not evaporate away, and even had enough 

kinetic energy for high 5s and hugs!   
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Monroe County SWCD Board of Directors Member, Chuck Colby, 
giving a boat tour to MCSWCD staff and Board members during a 

District picnic at his cottage on Cayuga Lake.    
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Wayne County Soil & Water Conservation District’s Summer Picnic 
Lindsey M. Gerstenslager, MSEd, District Manager, Wayne County Soil and Water Conservation District 

Wayne County Soil & Water 
Conservation District Summer 
Picnic to honor some 
milestones on July 18.   
 
Christopher Hotto, District 
TEchnician and Wayne's 
CPESC has been working hard 
on the programs revolving soil 

erosion and drainage issues. He 
deals with contractor 
management and is the office 
GIS Guru. We were pleased to 
honor him for 10 years of 
Technical Service. 
  
Scott DeRue, District 
Technician, is Wayne's Steam 

& Water Quality Management 
Coordinator. He handles the 
Aquatic Vegetative 
Management program 
coordination with our summer 
Weed Harvesting Crew. He is 
working to complete a strategic 

See Picnic, page 7.   
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Picnic (from page 6) 

Watershed Assessment on all 
the tributaries along the 
Central Canal Corridor. We 
were please to honor him for a 
10 years of Technical Service. 
 Michael Walker, Crew 
Leader, for our Summer 
Aquatic Vegetative Control 

Program, celebrates his 15 
season with the District. He 
manages a crew of 4, 
mechanical welfare of three 
aquatic harvesters, 2 dump 
trucks and two conveyors. He 
has helped grow the program 
to include a focus on wide 

spreading invasives and works 
with the rest of the staff to 
document changes in the water 
and weed populations/densities 
throughout the 5 embayments 
on Lake Ontario.   
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Wise Words from Our District Family  

Interviewing seasoned District employees who share some words of wisdom   

Dave Reckahn  
Essex County Soil & Water Conservation District  

25 years 

Q.  How long have you been 
working at your SWCD? 
 
A.  I have been working with 
Soil and Water Conservation 
for 25 years. I started as a 
Manager-Technician with 
Orleans County SWCD in 
Albion for 6 years. I Moved to 
Wyoming 
County 
SWCD as the 
Water 
Quality 
Technician. 
Then the 
opportunity 
opened up in 
Essex County 
and I took the 
District 
Manager 
position in 
the area I 
loved the 
Adirondacks.  
 
 
Q.  What 
have you 
accomplished 
over the 
years with 
your District that you are most 
proud of? 
 
A.  It was great to be able to 
see the programs in both 
Orleans and Essex brought out 
into the Spot light assisting 
landowners and showing the 
towns and county what the 
Districts could accomplish. In 
Essex it was assisting the 
communities and landowners 

in recovering from Tropical 
Storm Irene. It was an honor to 
be recognized by local groups 
such as the Ausable and 
Boquet River Associations but 
certainly receiving the Willard 
F. Croney award but I still 
think that was my wonderful 
staff at the time. 

 
 
Q,  Why have you continued to 
work at your Soil and Water 
Conservation District? 
 
A.  I love the ability to go out 
and meet with a landowner or 
Municipality and being able to 
help them with knowledge or 
implementation of a best 
management practice. It never 

gets old assisting them in 
understand the environment or 
protecting the environment. 
 
 
Q.  How have you seen District 
programs, or their focuses, 
change over the years?   
 

A.  It seemed 
like most of 
the training 
was to 
understand 
how to market 
the Districts to 
get groups and 
individuals to 
participate in 
our programs. 
Then we had 
participates 
but needed 
money. Now it 
seems there is 
a lot of 
program 
funding and 
grants it is just 
hard to 
understand it 
all and have 
the staff to get 

the projects on the ground. It is 
wonderful to have that problem 
but just concerned we have to 
spend too much time handling 
the money and not enough out 
helping the people and groups 
that needs us. 
 
 
Q.  What words of Wisdom do 

See Wise, page 9.   

2016 Willard F. Croney Distinguished Service Award 
David V. Reckahn, Essex County 
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Wise (from page 8) 

you have for a newly hired 
District employee? 
 
A.  Being a district Employee 
is a great opportunity but you 
have to work to make it work 
for you. Find your niche, learn 
from the old pros and just go 
out and enjoy helping your 
neighbors and protecting your 
community. You meet the best 
bunch people you will ever 
know along the way. 
 
 
Q.  When did you first learn or 
hear about Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts? 
 
A.  I was introduced by my 
Aunt who the District Clerk in 
Orleans County and I ended up 
work with her there. Sadly she 
passed away with Cancer not 
long after I started and she 
showed me the dedication of 
our District family trying to 
keep up with her clerk duties 
while under going cancer 
treatments.  I applied with the 
assistance of my aunt. 
 
 
Q.  Did your education 
prepare you for your job as a 

District employee?   
 
A.  Yes I felt my education 
was very useful in my District 
career. I have an Associates 
Degree from Paul Smith’s 
College in both Forestry and 
Surveying. The Surveying is a 
great asset in all areas our 
programs and certainly 
Forestry is a key with our tree 
programs and Forest 
Management planning.   
 
 
Q.  Please share a memorable 
conservation moment while 
working with your District. 
 
A.  As a trainer for the 4 hour 
Contractor workshop it is 
always memorable to feel like 
you are making a difference 
when one of you attends comes 
up and thanks you for 
presenting the program. 
 
 
Q.  What is your most epic 
memory from the Water 
Quality Symposium?   
 
A.  I always remember the year 
they were in Lake George and 
got 27” of snow on Thursday 

and everyone went sledding 
and I was on crutches from a 
knee operation and could not 
go out so after that I always 
brought my skis just in case. 
 
 
Q.  Please share with us a 
humorous moment from your 
time at the District. 
 
A.  My biggest laugh I got 
from working as a District 
employee was working 
together on a stream project in 
Wyoming County with 
Cattaragus County and during 
layout in the morning a section 
of the stream was only a few 
inches deep but in the 
afternoon that same section 
had been made into a pool of 
over 5’ deep. Bob Schenk from 
Cattaragus crossed the stream 
in chest waders and went right 
over the waders and went 
swimming but he was a great 
sport because he knew he 
should have remembered. 
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Kelly Emerick, Executive 
Director of Monroe 

County Soil & Water 
Conservation District 

enjoys a refreshing white 
wine  

in her NYS CDEA wine 
glass.   

Chastity Miller, District Manager of the Franklin 
County Soil and Water Conservation District, 

enjoys a dinner made with New York State 
sourced ingredients, including  white wine in her 

CDEA wine glass.   
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New York State Places First at NCF-Envirothon  
Blanche L. Hurlbutt, Executive Director, New York Association of Conservation Districts  

The NYS Envirothon 
Committee is proud to 
announce The Mount 
Academy, Ulster County, 
placed 1st at the 2018 NCF-
Envirothon, held in Idaho on 
Friday, July 27th. 
 
This is the second time that 
NY has placed in first at 

the national level. Last year at 
the Maryland NCF-Envirothon 
New York placed second.  
New York has place in the top 
ten over the last 20 years with 
one exception.  
 
You can hear the NY oral 
presentation as well as the 
award event on the national 

website 
http://www.envirothon.org. 
 
The 2019 NY Envirothon 
event will be held Wednesday, 
May 22nd and Thursday, May 
23rd at Hobart & William 
Smith Colleges, Geneva, NY.  

http://www.envirothon.org
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2018 Sundaes at the Farm big hit amoung Tioga County residents! 

Miranda Palmer, Administrative Assistant, Tioga County Soil & Water Conservation District 

See Sundaes. page 13.   

The Tioga County Agriculture 
Resource Group (ARG) has 
been holding Sundaes at the 
Farm for the last 11 years, with 
the goal of educating both rural 
and urban landowners in the 
county by giving them an 
opportunity to spend a few 
hours on a working dairy farm.  
This free celebration of local 
agriculture brings the public to 
a different farm every year 
where they can enjoy locally 
grown foods and other 
products while experiencing 
the farm firsthand. They can 

meet the farm family and learn 
about agriculture from 
agencies and businesses. This 
year’s event was held at Mead 
Farm in South Owego on July 
29th 2018, from 12:00pm – 
3:00pm.  

Sundaes at the Farm drew in 
740 visitors, and 675 free ice 
cream sundaes were served! 
There were also many dairy 
donations on hand including 
milk from Byrne Dairy, a 
variety of yogurts Chobani, 
delicious mini cheese bricks 
from Cabot Cheese, and ice 

cream from Wegmans! Guests 
had a choice of a blue berry 
sauce (berries donated from 
Gary’s Berries), strawberry 
sauce (berries donated from 
Terry’s Berry Farm), chocolate 
syrup made by Confection 
Connection, and maple syrup 
made by Cupola Ridge Farm. 
Other sponsors of the event 
included Dairy Farmers of 
America, Home Central, Tioga 
County Farm Bureau, Tioga 
Downs, Tioga State Banks, and 
Ward and VanScoy. 
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Sundaes (from page 12) 

Family-friendly activities 
included: the Tioga County 
Dairy Princess and New York 
State Dairy Princess helping 
dish out ice cream sundaes and 
serve other diary treats, the 
Tioga County Dairy 
Ambassadors speaking about 
the benefits of local dairy and 
serving milk punch; free ice 
cream sundaes with locally 
made toppings; a vendors’ 
market with various local 
foods and products for 
purchase; learning stations 
around the farm to educate the 
entire family on farm 

operations; farm equipment 
display; face painting; a 
chicken BBQ; live music by 
Mountain Top Ramblers; and 
for the younger attendees a 
scavenger hunt! 

Sundaes at the Farm is a great 
opportunity for not only our 
own community, but also the 
surrounding communities, to 
come out and tour a local dairy 
farm and learn about 
agriculture. The Tioga County 
Ag Resource Group received 
many positive comments from 
participants. Events like 

Sundaes at the Farm are vital 
to create awareness of, and 
appreciation for, the 
agricultural industry in Tioga 
County. Support of our 
sponsors helps us further this 
mission by making this family-
friendly event possible. Like 
our Sundaes at the Farm 
Facebook page for more 
information on next year’s 
event! 
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New York State Congratulates Schuyler County Farm as Recipient of the 2018 
State Agricultural Environmental Management Award 
Judy Littrell, Conservation Education Outreach Coordinator, NYS Soil and Water Conservation Committee 

New York 
State 
congratulated 
Lakewood 
Farm and 
Lakewood 
Vineyards, 
located in 
Watkins 
Glen, 
Schuyler 
County, as 
the recipient 
of the 2018 
State 
Agricultural 

Environmental Management 
(AEM) Award.  Each year, the 
award honors a New York 
State farm for its outstanding 
efforts to protect the 
environment through the 
preservation of soil and water 
quality and ensure the next 
generation of farming. This is 
the first time a New York State 
vineyard has been recognized 
with this long-standing award.  
 
Department of Agriculture 
and Markets Commissioner 
Richard A. Ball said, 
“Congratulations to Lakewood 
Farm & Lakewood Vineyards, 
the Schuyler County Soil and 
Water Conservation District, 
and all of our nominees, who 
have gone out of their way to 
care for the environment while 
increasing the profitability of 
their operations.” 
 
The New York State 
Department of Agriculture and 
Markets, the Empire State 
Potato Growers, and the 
American Agriculturist 
Magazine presented the award 
to the Stamp family for 

implementing conservation 
best management practices that 
benefit the environment and 
protect the community. The 
award was presented at the 
annual Empire Farm Days 
event in Seneca Falls. 
 
David Stamp, who runs the 
farm and vineyard with the 
Stamp family, said: “We’re 
very honored to receive the 
award. I’m just carrying on 
what was instilled in me 
growing up. We’ve got to take 
care of the land to reap its 
rewards. We’ve worked with 
Soil and Water over the years 
to help implement a lot of 
projects. We’ve always had 
good people there, and I’d say 
their current crew is among the 
best. We always seek their 
advice because it’s good 
advice.” 
 
Lakewood Farm & Lakewood 
Vineyards has implemented 
various practices to address 
issues that will improve soil 
health and protect water 
quality in neighboring Seneca 
Lake. That includes cover 

cropping with 
fast-
germinating rye 
and mulching 
hay, both of 
which stabilize 
soil, replace 
nutrients and 
retain moisture 
in the ground. 
 
Since 1951, the 
farm has grown 
from 52 acres 
to 85 acres 
while cutting its 
pesticide use 
nearly in half 

with a weather station that’s 
connected to Integrated Pest 
Management data and the use 
of regulated flow sprayers with 
reduced drift nozzles. The 
Stamps have reduced erosion 
and protected Seneca Lake – a 
highly-rated drinking water 
source – from pollutants in 
storm water runoff with clean 
water diversions and 
permanently vegetated buffers.  
 
The farm was one of the first to 
compost grape pomace with 
horse manure to create 
fertilizer and build organic 
matter into the soil. The award-
winning winery boasts 15 
grape varieties and 100,000 
gallons of production. 
 
Lakewood has worked closely 
with the Schuyler County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District, which provides 
technical assistance to advance 
agricultural environmental 
management practices within 
the county. In the last 10 years, 
the Schuyler County Soil and 

See Award, page 15.   
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Water Conservation District 
has secured nearly $16 million 
in funding for agricultural 
projects. That includes miles of 
lined waterways for erosion 
control, clean water diversions 
and grassed waterways, among 
other protective measures. 
 
Since 1940, the District has 
been working to conserve and 
enhance natural resources in 
Schuyler County through 
education, planning and 
implementation, addressing 
issues like improving water 
quality, the prevention of soil 
erosion and the management of 
natural resources. 
 
Schuyler County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
Manager Jerry Verrigni said, 
“Working with the Stamp 
family is always a pleasure. 
You know any project you are 
building on the farm will be 
utilized and maintained to 
ensure the integrity of the 
project. You also know that, 

while the Soil and Water 
Conservation District is 
assisting with one project, the 
Stamps themselves are 
working on several other 
projects. This is because the 
Stamp family truly believes in 
protecting natural resources 
and making their farm better 
for the next generation.”  
 
State Soil and Water 
Conservation District Chair 
Dale Stein said, “We should 
be very proud of this farm and 
all the farms that have applied 
and all that they’ve done to 
help improve the environment. 
Our farmers should be very 
proud. They spend a lot of their 
own hard-earned money to 
make great improvements to 
their farmland for future 
generations. That’s what AEM 
is about. These farms have 
taken the lead with innovative 
ideas on how to preserve and 
protect our water, especially on 
the Finger Lakes. We need 
more farms to follow their 

example.”  

In addition to Lakewood, eight 
farms were nominated by their 
Districts for notable 
commitment to proactive 
environmental stewardship on 
their farms and set an example 
for all farms to follow.  They 
include:  

 AngelRose Dairy, 
Bainbridge, NY., a 350-
acre dairy farm with 90 
grazing cows, owned by 
John and Diane 
Kemmeren. The farm was 
nominated by Chenango 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District for 
being among the first in the 
area to use no-till grass 
seedings to build organic 
matter, while reducing 
erosion, weeds and pests. 
This practice also reduced 
nitrogen inputs, while 
increasing corn yields by 
10 percent.  

 
 Barbland Dairy, Fabius, 

NY., owned by Chip Engst, 
Luke Huysman and Brett 
Bossard. The farm was 
nominated by the 
Onondaga County Soil and 
Water Conservation 
District. The 2,600-acre-
farm hosts crops and a 
1,700-cow milking herd, 
while exceeding 
requirements for 
Concentrated Animal 
Feeding Operation (CAFO) 
compliance with manure 
storage plus injection, 
cover cropping, rotational 
grazing and buffers. 

 
 Birds All Dairy Farm, 

Canaseraga, NY., owned 

Award (from page 14) 

See Award, page 16.   
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Award (from page 15)   

by Kim Shaklee and Janice 
Brown.  The farm was 
nominated by the Allegany 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. This 
300-acre rotational grazing 
farm milks 50 cows. 
Forages have been no-tilled 
for 12 years. The farm uses 
a pasture irrigation system 
on 90 acres to help avoid 
summer grazing slumps 
and improve yields. 
They’ve also implemented 
Best Management 
Practices, including buffers 
and stream habitat 
management. 

 
 Grape View Dairy, 

Westfield, NY., owned by 
Chad Fredd. The farm was 
nominated by the 
Chautauqua County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District. Robotic 
technologies help manage 
the 230-cow milking herd. 
The farm has been a model 
of conservation, with cover 
crops, as well as a seven-
month manure storage and 
a one-pass manure 
incorporation tool to reduce 
odor and ammonia 
volatilization. 

 
 KC Bailey Fruit Farms, 

Williamson, NY., owned 
by first-generation farmers 
Charles P., Jr., and Karla 
Bailey. The farm was 
nominated by the Wayne 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. The 
Baileys grow and sell 24 
apple varieties on 350 acres 
that border Lake Ontario, 
requiring wind break 
buffers. They’ve 
implemented irrigation and 
pollinator habitats for three 

farm ponds to address 
climate risks.  

 
 Kingsley Brothers Farm, 

Pavilion, NY., owned by 
David and Gary Kingsley. 
The farm was nominated 
by the Genesee County 
Soil and Water 
Conservation District. The 
dairy farm milks 100 cows 
and diversifies with corn, 
wheat and soybeans on 750 
hilly acres. Implementation 
of practices to reduce 
erosion and improve soil 
health include conservation 
planting methods, cover 
crops, forested buffers, and 
limiting access of livestock 
to streams. 

 
 Milk Pail, Water Mill, 

NY, managed by 12th-
generation farmer, Jennifer 
Halsey Dupree. The farm 
was nominated by the 
Suffolk County Soil and 
Water Conservation 
District. The Long Island 
Sound farm protects 
ground water and soil with 
testing, crop rotation, cover 
crops, reduced tillage, 
irrigation, pollinator habitat 
development – while 
growing 26 apple varieties, 
1,200 peach trees, and 
vegetable crops.  

 
 Whey Street Dairy, 

Cuyler, NY., owned by 
Martin and Mary Ann 
Young. The farm was 
nominated by the Cortland 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. 
Martin is a leader on 
conservation stewardship, 
speaking at conferences 
and sharing knowledge 
with fellow farmers. The 

family farm has 600 dairy 
cows and was an early 
adopter of soil erosion 
control and riparian buffer 
practices. They 
implemented conservation 
tillage practices, cover 
crops and installation of 
several acres of buffers 
along the Tioughnioga 
River. 

 
The annual Agricultural 
Environmental Management 
Award is jointly sponsored by 
the New York State 
Department of Agriculture and 
Markets, American 
Agriculturalist Magazine and 
the Empire State Potato 
Growers. Award winners are 
chosen from nominees 
submitted by County Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts 
from around the state. The first 
Agricultural Environmental 
Management Award was 
presented in 2002; prior to that, 
the award was known as the 
Agricultural Stewardship 
Award. 
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Wise Words from Our District Family  

Interviewing seasoned District employees who share some words of wisdom   

George Barden 
Ontario County Soil & Water Conservation District  

27.5 years 

Q.  How long 
have you been 
working at 
your SWCD?   
 
A. 27.5 years.   
 
 
Q.  What have 
you 
accomplished 
over the years 
with your 
District that 
you are most 
proud of?   
 
A.  Elevating  
the 
Canandaigua 
Lake 
Watershed 
Inspection 
(CLWI) program from a strictly 
regulatory program when I 
started in 1991, to presently, a 
form of management of Onsite 
Wastewater Treatment Systems 
(OWTS) according to EPA’s 
Guidelines. 
 
 
Q.  Why have you continued to 
work at your Soil and Water 
Conservation District?  
 
A.  To be able to complete / 
accomplish what I described 
above, for the previous question. 
 
 
Q.  How have you seen District 
programs, or their focuses, 
change over the years?  
 
A.  For Ontario County SWCD, 
having the foresight to take on a 

regulatory program and work 
with it and allow it to evolve / 
develop into a form of 
management of OWTS 
according to EPA’s Guidelines. 
 
 
Q.  What words of wisdom do 
you have for a newly hired 
District employee? 
 
A.  As I approach “Geezerdom”-
---and look back, I realize that 
land use activities change, so all 
District employees should be 
cognizant of those changes and 
try to be innovative in your 
approach and methods to address 
those changes and serve the 
public.  
 
Q.  When did you first learn or 
hear about Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts?  
 

A.  I grew up 
on a dairy 
farm in Yates 
County back 
in the ‘50s & 
60s and my 
Dad was a 
Director on the 
Yates County 
SWCD back 
then.     
 
Q.  What made 
you decide to 
apply for a job 
with your 
District? 
 
A.  There was 
this opening, 
and I was 
unemployed, 
and I have this 

strange habit of liking to eat and 
keeping a roof over my head.----
All kidding aside, this 
Watershed Inspection program 
was being administered by a 
different entity at that time and 
the program was in shambles. 
When I learned that the Ontario 
County SWCD was taking over 
the administration of this 
program, I saw an opportunity to 
get in on the ground floor and 
work with the District to 
restructure it to a better form of 
communication and cooperation.  
 
 
 
Q.  Did your education prepare 
you for your job as a District 
employee?  
 
A.  Yes.  Plus my technical 

See Wise, page 18.   
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Wise (from page 17) 

experience having worked  for a 
couple of engineering firms.  
 
 
Q.  Please share with us a 
memorable conservation 
moment while working for your 
District.  
 
A.  In March 2011, I received a 
letter from the National Ground 
Water Association (NGWA) 
Executive Director at that time, 
Kevin McCray, inviting me to be 
part of a delegation of 10 people 
to travel to Russia and discuss 
groundwater issues with our 
Russian counterparts.----- 
 -----I had to read this letter over 
3 times before it set in as to what 
was being asked of me!!-----And 
of course I accepted this 
invitation and went.  
 
 
 
Q.  What is your most epic 
memory from a Water Quality 
Symposium?  
 
A.  Getting snowed in up in 
Lake George----’95---‘96---
‘97 ??? Can’t remember exact 
year------ 
 
 
 
Q.  Please share with us a 
humorous moment from your 
time at your District. 
 
A.  One of the programs we 
conduct here is the inspection of 
existing OWTS at the time of 
property sale or deed transfer. 
We conduct these inspections 
according to the Onsite Training 
Networks (OTN) standardized 
procedures and reporting format, 
which requires pumping of the 
septic tank during the inspection. 
Many purchasers like to be at 

this inspection to see what the 
system is and learn as to how it 
operates, etc. which I do 
encourage.---And of course 
many of these involve lake front 
properties, which can be quite 
expensive, so I find myself at 
times dealing with very well-to-
do couples. The homeowner / 
seller can get any septic tank 
pumper  they wish for this, since 
they are paying for it.-----I was 
doing one of these and the 
buyers were a nice couple, he 
was dressed in his 3-piece vested 
suit and his wife was also 
dressed similarly.----The septic 
tank pumper truck pulled in and 
on the side was printed:---“So---
&---So Septic Service”-----
underneath this was printed----
“Yesterdays Meals on Wheels”--
----I have a photo of this-------- 
 
 
 
Q.  If you were snowed in at 
your District office for a week 
with no hope of evacuating, who 
would you want to be snowed in 
with and what would be your top 
3 survival items? 
 
A.  ----Now—You really don’t 
want me to answer this publicly- 
 
 
 
Q.  Do you have a hidden talent?  
 
A.  Not necessarily hidden, but 
probably unknown. I am a 
collector of 1/16th scale models 
of agricultural equipment that I 
was involved with in real life 
during my younger years prior to 
working for the District. Some 
of these I scratch built. They are 
specialized equipment and 
companies don’t make models of 
them,----so I did.  Such as the 
yellow Chisholm-Ryder string / 
snap bean harvesters.  I also play 

trombone and euphonium and 
have been a member of the 
Finger Lakes Concert Band that 
is affiliated with the Hochstein 
School of Music. 
 
 
 
Q.  Tell us about what you will 
miss when you retire.  
 
A.  Who said I was retiring???   
 
 
 
Q.  Any concluding remarks?   
 
A.  Well---(and that’s a deep 
subject)-----I guess for any 
closing remarks, I never sought 
any of a lot of the accolades that 
have been bestowed upon me.---
--So for your Wise Words 
survey, please feel free to use 
what you wish that you feel is 
appropriate. 



19  

Invasive Species and Soil Health 
Laura Bestehorn, District Clerk/ Treasurer, Genesee County Soil and Water Conservation District 

Genesee County Soil and Water Conservation District held an Invasive Species Workshop August 
25th,2018 at DeWitt Park. The theme was to learn to identify, remove and prevent invasive weeds and 
pests. SWCD gathered samples and laminated them so people could actually see some invasive plants 
from the area. Presenters  from SUNY Brockport  shared information about  research work being done 

in the Bergen Swamp where they are studying to develop management practices of the invasive  
slender false brome.  WNY Prism also presented on many invasive plants including giant hogweed 
that was found in the  area.  Molly Cassatt, GCSWCD  District Manager mentioned that DEC had 

found Mile A Minute Vine recently  in Genesee County.  

The Western New York Soil Health Alliance  held a work shop on August 28th at a local farm in 
Genesee County. Special thanks to Dennis Kirby and his staff from the Orleans County Soil and 
Water Conservation District  for all the work setting up this event along with Donn Branton from 

Branton Farms where the event was held.  Three speakers presented information .Speaker Frank Gibbs 
was right in the trenches with many on lookers checking out what was happening underground in the 

soil test pit.  There were over 80 people in attendance at the workshop on a beautiful day enjoying 
great food, ice cream and learning about soil health. 
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Are you ready to join the 
thousands of students who have 
benefited from SWCC online 
training?  Courses are available 
in basic hydrology, fence design, 
culverts and more.  Completion 
of select courses grants 
eligibility for Conservation 
Approval Authority, allowing 
SWCD staff to certify projects 
that use state funding.  Each 
course consists of a series of 
video lectures, documents and 

manuals to read through, 
quizzes, and practice problems.   
 
Here’s what people are saying 
about the coursework:   
“Great refresher of some of the 
basics of hydrology and GIS!” – 
Allard Roest 
      
“This course has enlightened me 
on agricultural fencing. 
Concepts were well explained.” 
– Moses Joshua Alhassan 

“The quality is good.” – 
Blessing Oboh 
 
You can check out all the 
courses on the Udemy e-learning 
portal at:  https://
www.udemy.com/user/
timclark5/  Any questions or 
comments can be directed to 
tim.clark@agriculture.ny.gov.   

Training Courses reach 11,000 Worldwide 
Tim Clark, Environmental Engineer, NYS Soil and Water Conservation Committee 

https://www.udemy.com/user/timclark5/
https://www.udemy.com/user/timclark5/
https://www.udemy.com/user/timclark5/
mailto:tim.clark@agriculture.ny.gov
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AEM display Washington County Fair 

AEM display Rensselaer Fair 

Seeking Ideas for SWCD Fair Displays 
Judy Littrell, Conservation Education Outreach Coordinator, NYS Soil and Water Conservation Committee 

Many thanks to SWCDs who 
utilized the new AEM displays 
at their county fairs this summer, 
to promote AEM, SWCDs and 
all the various program and ser-
vices that Districts have availa-
ble.   One challenge of any event 
that Districts exhibit at is, “How 
do we draw people to our exhib-
it?”  A giveaway or activity will 

usually draw people in.  That 
being said, I would like to col-
lect ideas from various Districts 
as to what activities or givea-
ways that you may do as part of 
your exhibit at a fair, farm festi-
val, etc, that would help in get-
ting people to stop at your booth 
and engage in conversation.  For 
example, Rensselaer SWCD 

gives away rye seed in 1 pound 
bags to hand out for garden cov-
er crop to promote backyard soil 
conservation.  These types of 
ideas can then be shared with all 
Districts to boost outreach ef-
forts.   If your District has ideas 
to share, please email them to 
judy.littrell@agriculture.ny.gov.   

AEM display Fonda Fair 

mailto:judy.littrell@agriculture.ny.gov
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Close encounters of the spiny waterflea kind 
Caitlin Stewart, Conservation Educator, Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District 

I had a close encounter of the  
spiny waterflea kind in early 
August  when I went for a  
late night swim in Lake Pleasant.   
This brought an entirely new 
meaning to the classic song 
“You've Really Got a Hold on 
Me” by Smokey Robinson and 
the Miracles!     

It was a humid, star blazed 
evening around 9:30 p.m.  I 
glided through the warm water 
and was out about 50 feet from 
shore.  When I returned to the 
beach to dry off, I noticed 2 
spiny waterfleas stuck to my 
skin right below my neck!   
 

Our summer water quality intern 
Abby Bobbette took photos of 
the critters with a digital camera 
attached to a brand new stereo 
microscope.  I emailed the pics 
to the Adirondack Park Invasive 
Plant Program for confirmation.  
They looked like spiny waterflea 
to APIPP’s Aquatic Project 
Coordinator Erin Vennie-
Vollrath as well.     
 
Spiny waterflea is an invasive 
crustacean that has been 
confirmed in a number of 
Hamilton County lakes.  It was 
found in Lake Pleasant back in 
2014 by students from Lake 
Pleasant Central School who 
were participating in a 
watershield workshop program 
hosted by the Adirondack 
Watershed Institute and the Lake 
Pleasant Sacandaga Association.  
Other invaded lakes include 
Sacandaga, Piseco, and Indian.  
While this invasive species does 
not harm humans or pets, it may 
impact native fish and is a 
nuisance for anglers.       
 
Topping out at a little over half 
an inch in length, these critters 

Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District’s Educator 
Caitlin Stewart encountered this invasive spiny waterflea while 

swimming in Lake Pleasant.  The photo was taken with a digital camera 
attached to a stereo microscope and shows the tail spines, black eye 

spot, and legs.        See Waterflea, page 23.  

Royalty Free Pictures Available on Sharepoint 
Judy Littrell, Conservation Education Outreach Coordinator, NYS Soil and Water Conservation Committee 

State Committee Staff has set up 
a Sharepoint folder for Districts 
to use, in order to share photos 
that can be used for multimedia 
and promotion.  “Stock” type 
photos of native and invasive 
plants and animals, are needed, 
along with photos of landscapes, 
buildings, and BMPs.  No photos 

of people please, and only 
upload photos that you have 
personally taken.  Several 
Districts have been hit with 
copyright violations so therefore, 
the intent of the photo sharing is 
to address that problem through 
this effort.  Try to be descriptive 
with your photo file names.   

There’s a link to it on the 
Resources for District Page 
under quick links.  You can also 
reach it here:   https://
nysemail.sharepoint.com/sites/
Agriculture/SWCC/Royalty%
20Free%20Pictures/Forms/
Thumbnails.aspx 

https://nysemail.sharepoint.com/sites/Agriculture/SWCC/Royalty%20Free%20Pictures/Forms/Thumbnails.aspx
https://nysemail.sharepoint.com/sites/Agriculture/SWCC/Royalty%20Free%20Pictures/Forms/Thumbnails.aspx
https://nysemail.sharepoint.com/sites/Agriculture/SWCC/Royalty%20Free%20Pictures/Forms/Thumbnails.aspx
https://nysemail.sharepoint.com/sites/Agriculture/SWCC/Royalty%20Free%20Pictures/Forms/Thumbnails.aspx
https://nysemail.sharepoint.com/sites/Agriculture/SWCC/Royalty%20Free%20Pictures/Forms/Thumbnails.aspx
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have four pairs of raptorial legs 
and a black eye spot that make 
them a voracious predator on 
native zooplankton and put them 
in direct competition with fish 
for food.    
 
Small fish may not eat spiny 
waterflea because tail spines 
make the invader difficult to 
swallow.  Tail spines may 
puncture the stomachs of larger 
fish that can consume the 
crustacean.   
 
Anglers have noticed spiny 
waterfleas clumped on their 
monofilament and down rigging 
cables.  These masses prevent 
fish from being landed by 
clogging fishing rod eyelets.       
 

I learned from Dr. Tim Mihuc of 
the Lake Champlain Research 
Institute that spiny waterfleas are 
often found in the top 10 meters 
of the water column day and 
night because there is plenty of 
food at this depth,.  It’s no 
wonder that I literally ran right 
into them.    
    
There are no control methods to 
manage spiny waterflea.  
Boaters, paddlers, and anglers 
should visit a boat 
decontamination station or 
disinfect gear in hot (140°F) 
water.  A list of area boat 
decontamination stations is 
available on the Adirondack 
Watershed Institute’s (AWI) 
website at 
www.adkwatershed.org or by 

calling 518-327-6213.  Invasions 
of aquatic hitchhikers can be 
prevented by cleaning, draining, 
and drying watercraft and 
equipment.        
 
If people encounter spiny 
waterflea in an uninvaded 
Hamilton County lake, they can 
notify the District, and staff will 
work with conservation partners 
including AWI and the 
Adirondack Park Invasive Plant 
Program on educational outreach 
and spread prevention strategies.    
 
I joked with Erin that night 
swimming could be a new 
survey technique for spiny 
waterflea.  Swimming is way 
less expensive than a plankton 
net!     

Waterflea (from page 22) 

Invasive spiny waterfleas clumped on fishing line.   

Photo used with permission from Jeff Gunderson, Minnesota Sea Grant.   
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Executive Committee 

President  

Steve Lorraine, Madison County  

Vice President  

Chastity Miller, Franklin County 

Secretary  

Caitlin Stewart, Hamilton County 

Treasurer  

Kristin White, Seneca County 

Member At Large  

Doug Kierst, Cayuga County 

New York State 
Conservation District Employees’ Association, Inc.   

www.nyscdea.com/    Phone: 607.776.7398, ext 3    Fax: 607.776.7487  

Division Representatives 

Division I  

Judy Bennett, Orleans County  

Division II  

Kelly Emerick, Monroe County 

Division III   

Raeanne Dulanski, St Lawrence County  

Division IV 

Velynda Parker, Steuben County 

Division V 

Kristin Ballou , Franklin County  

Division VI 

Ben Luskin, Washington County 

Division VII 

Erin Sommerville, Dutchess County 

Division VIII 

Ann Marie Calabro, Suffolk County 

“Your local Soil and Water Conservation District provides ongoing programs and 

services to conserve, enhance and protect soil and water resources in your community.”  

http://www.nyscdea.com/

