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This issue’s cover photo was taken by Bob Tilbe, Conservation Aide, Herkimer County Soil and Water
Conservation District. The vista is of the Mohawk Highlands in the Town of Herkimer.

In Memorial to Robert “Bob” Weaver
Troy Bishopp, Grazing Specialist, Madison County Soil & Water Conservation District

Proverb 11:25 says,
“A generous person
will prosper;
whoever refreshes
others will be
refreshed.”
The Route 20
corridor farming/
conservation
community lost a
generous friend in
Robert “Bob”
Weaver on Jan 1st
2019. At the early
age of 66, he left a
legacy of optimism,
humor, trust and
dependability

cup of coffee)
throughout the county
and beyond.
He was a Cherry
Valley/Springfield
School Board Member
for 31 years. Bob was
the Co-chair of the
2009 Town of
Springfield
Comprehensive Plan
Committee. Bob also
played on SUNY
Cobleskill’s basketball
team, was a farm-sitter
Bob Weaver has left a legacy of generosity optimism humor around the region, was
a champion pumpkin
trust and dependability.
grower and also
dabbled as a drummer in a
throughout his rural Otsego
band.
County community.

Farm Progress Show winner
Bob, 2007.

Bob was the son of Herbert
and Barbara (Gray)
Weaver. He was a lifelong
farmer and outdoorsman,
operating Gray Gables Farm as
a dairy for many years and
later growing vegetables and
pumpkins for his roadside
stand on Route 20 in East
Springfield, N.Y. For the past
15 years Bob has worked at the
Otsego County Soil and Water
Conservation District assisting
landowners (and enjoying a

He is survived by his wife of
34 years, Renee, his mother
Barbara (Gray) Weaver, his
son Marcus (Trina)Weaver and
their children. He is also
survived by his sister Karen
(Gary) Farney, a brother Dick
(Dee) Weaver, along with
many nieces and nephews. Bob
is predeceased by his father
Herbert and his favorite mother
-in-law Zaida Welden.
See Bob, Page 3.
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Bob, from page 2

As the gentle scent of flowers
wafted and walls adorned with
pennants signifying hope, love,
joy, and peace; a celebration of
his inspired life was shared at
the Springfield Presbyterian
Church amongst his family and
friends. The minister
described the day as the
“Community of Bob” which
was cultivated by his practice
of generosity and “coffee
chats”. He would purposefully
find reasons to interact with
people and share some
embellished stories and instill
some laughter, no matter the
circumstance.

His genuine, friendly nature
allowed him to be an effective
farmer, conservation
professional and loving
husband, father and
grandfather. His kind spirit
will be missed and also
appreciated by all who
interacted with him. In his last
generous gesture, he was an
organ donor.
Those who wish to make a
donation in Bob's memory may
do so to Springfield First
Responders, P.O. Box 358,
Springfield Center, NY 13468.

4

Riparian Buffer with Tree Planting
Herkimer County Soil and Water Conservation District staff

The project pictured below
established a buffer along both
sides of a riparian area on a
beef operation with crop fields.
The goal of this project was to
prevent any farm animals from
entering the wet area, as well
as prevent excessive nutrient
and sediment movement into
the riparian area as a result of
the nearby corn field. Part of

the crop field was reestablished
as a vegetative buffer. Trees
were planted within the buffer
to aid in the reduction of
erosion and nutrient flow into
the riparian zone. The before
photo shows the close
proximity of the crop field to
the riparian area. The after
photos show that some
cropland was planted with

trees, and converted to a buffer
zone. The buffer was also
established along the pasture
with a fence, and a livestock
watering system was
developed for the beef herd on
grazed lands. This project
helps to protect a
hydrologically sensitive area in
the Upper Susquehanna
Watershed.

Before.

After-1.

After-2.
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Cortland County SWCD Awarded 1,240,000 Million in WQIP Grants
Barbara J. Miner, Fiscal Officer , Cortland County Soil and Water Conservation District

1. Cayuaga Lake Watershed
Stream Corridor and Culvert
Rehabilitation Program $382,500. The district will
work with municipalities to
rehabilitate at least 3 culverts,
streams and buffers identified
as priorities based on our
assessment.
2. Skaneateles Lake
Watershed Stream Corridor
and Culvert Rehabilitation
Program - $375,000. The
district will work with
municipalities to rehabilitate at
least 2 culverts, streams and

buffers identified as priorities
based on our assessment.
3. Chesapeake Bay Watershed
Stream Corridor and Culvert
Rehabilitation Program $382,500. The district will
work municipalities to
rehabilitate at least 2 priority
culverts, streams and buffers to
reduce the transport and loss of
sediments and nutrients from
large or re-occurring storm
events, protect and improve
aquatic habitat, and rehabilitate
buffer function, where
applicable.

4. Cortland County Critical
Area Protection Program $100,000. The district will
work with municipalities to
implement a Critical Area
Protection Program, primarily
in the form of a Ditch
Maintenance Program. Road
ditches represent a significant
source of water quality
degradation county-wide,
particularly where there are
concerns of runoff contributing
to Harmful Algal Blooms, but
also in watersheds impacted by
a TMDL.
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Barber Recognized by the New York Farm Bureau

Judy Littrell, Conservation Education Outreach Coordinator, NYS Soil & Water Conservation Committee

At the recent annual meeting of
the New York Farm Bureau, it
was announced that four
members received the James
Quinn Award that recognizes
extraordinary efforts by
individual Farm Bureau
members during the course of a
given year “to serve and

strengthen agriculture.” The
honorees included Amanda
Barber, an active member of
Cortland County Farm Bureau,
and the Cortland County
SWCD Manager. Amanda is a
tireless advocate for
agriculture, including spending
many hours educating the

public about farming and
supporting a new agriculture
education program at Marathon
High School. Congratulations
Amanda!

Mark Burger Awarded Professional Manager of the Year
Maggie Connelly, Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District

Mark Burger was presented an
award for Professional
Manager of the Year in Water
Resources by the Central New
York Branch of American
Public Works Association at

their Annual Awards banquet
on November 15th in
Canastota. The Central New
York Branch covers the
Central New York and
Northern New York areas,

primarily the counties of
Cayuga, Cortland, Herkimer,
Jefferson, Lewis, Madison,
Oneida, Onondaga, Oswego,
and St. Lawrence!

Joe Wisinski, President of the Central New York
APWA presents the award to Mark Burger.
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The brainchild of Nichelle Billhardt, Lewis County Soil & Water Conservation District District Manager,
CDEA News is proud to present Where in New York is Ronny Raindrop? By evaporation or precipitation,
by sublimation or freezing, Ronny thrills crowds all across New York State. Submit your photos of Ronny
with a brief description of what he’s doing and where he is. The garden gnome ain’t got nuttin’ on Ronny!

Machu Picchu city

Erica Schreiner, Sr. District Technician, Oswego County Soil
and Water Conservation District with Ronny on a mountain
summit in Machu Picchu city.

Ronny with Machu Picchu city in
background.
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New York State Envirothon Needs Your Help!
Chastity Miller, District Manager, Franklin County Soil and Water Conservation District

The spirit of competition
stimulates students’ interests in
environmental concerns and
motivates them to further
develop their skills and grow
into environmentally-aware,
action-oriented adults.
Envirothon activities begin
locally with teams of five 9th
through 12th grade students
competing for their County
Envirothon title. Local
competitions are sponsored by
their Conservation Districts,
with a helping hand from local
environmental recreational

civic groups and businesses.
County winners then move on
to the state contest where their
knowledge is challenged in
five areas: aquatic ecology,
forestry, soils & land use,
wildlife, and the current
environmental issue.
The 2019 New York State
Envirothon will be May 22-23,
2019 at Hobart & William
Smith Colleges in Geneva,
NY! The NYS Envirothon
Committee is looking for
volunteers for the event! Go to

our website to sign-up: http://
www.nysenvirothon.org/.
As always we are still looking
for donations. If you have any
ideas on who we can solicit for
donations of any kind.
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Meet the new New York State Conservationist

Blake Glover, State Conservationist, Natural Resources Conservation Service

Blake Glover, New York State
Conservationist is originally
from the Show Me State
(Missouri). Blake started with
the agency in Missouri as a
COOP Student in 1999 and
started with the agency
fulltime as a Soil
Conservationist 2001 in the
Bowling Green Field Office.
In 2008, he was selected for
the Area Program Manager in
Flagstaff, Arizona.

2018. In 2011, he became the
Area Conservationist for
Southern New Mexico where
he currently lives with his wife
Olga and their three wonderful
children, Kristian, Julia, and
Kole.

Blake has completed many
acting details in Arizona, New
Mexico, Pennsylvania,
Montana, Acting Arizona State
Conservationist, and most
recently Acting New Mexico
State Conservationist in

Blake’s email address is
blake.glover@ny.usda.gov

Blake and his family are
looking forward to moving to
New York and being a part of
the NY NRCS Team beginning
on January 20th, 2019!

Blake Glover, New York State
Conservationist

The Upper Susquehanna Coalition receives more accolades for its
Conservation Efforts
Troy Bishopp, Grazing Specialist, Madison County Soil & Water Conservation District

Owego, NY – At the 71st
annual meeting of the New
York Association of
Conservation Districts
(NYACD), The Upper
Susquehanna Coalition (USC)
received the 2018 Diversity
Award for their efforts to
improve and carry out
conservation on the land in a
wide array of programs and
initiatives. The USC was also
recognized as the 2018
Outstanding Conservationist
for its work by the NY Chapter
of the Wildlife Society.
The USC consists of 21 Soil
and Water Conservation
Districts (17 in NY and 4 in
PA) that cover 99% of the
See Susquehanna, page 11.

Tioga County SWCD District Manager Wendy Walsh and USC
Wetland Biologist Jeremy Waddell accepts award for outstanding
conservation by the USC from the NY Wi
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Susquehanna (from page 10)
headwaters of the
Susquehanna River
upstream of
Towanda, PA.

USC diversity award.

The coalition works
collectively with
farmers and a
variety of local,
state and federal
partners to support
projects around
environmentally and
economically
sustainable
agriculture, stream

corridor rehabilitation and
wetland restoration in the
watershed. It’s also a leader in
cover crop implementation,
nutrient management planning,
riparian buffer installation,
wetland construction, pasture
management systems and
natural infrastructure
restoration projects while
formulating the Phase III
Watershed Implementation
Plan for the Chesapeake Bay
TMDL strategy.

Luncheon Honors the Work of Conservation Stewards
Troy Bishopp, Grazing Specialist, Madison County Soil & Water Conservation District

Hamilton, NY-- “Saying thank
you is more than good
manners, it is good
spirituality,” ~Alfred Painter.
In the spirit of gratitude for
Mother Earth, the Madison
County Soil and Water
Conservation District held its
9th annual customer
appreciation luncheon at the
White Eagle Conference

Center in Hamilton, New
York. The casual get-together
continues to honor the family
of conservation stewards who
help the district put
conservation in action.
“It’s a small gesture of praise
for our local family farmers,
local contractors, town
supervisors, county employees,
elected officials, Agri-business

Madison Co. SWCD leadership pose for a picture District Clerk
Patricia Casler District Director; Cedric Barnes John Salka Ron
Bono Doug Holdridge Allan Houg.

companies, engineering
support, state and federal
conservation partners and
funding organizations,” said
District Manager, Steve
Lorraine. At this time of year,
we also extend a debt of
gratitude to our armed forces
personnel and to all the farmers
nationally who have had a
rough year. We appreciate
you”.
The afternoon had the
Conservation District Board of
Directors saying goodbye to 7
year board member, John
Salka, who will head to Albany
and represent the 121st District
as the Republican memberelect for the New York State
Assembly. “Volunteering on
the board has given me great
perspective on agricultural
issues and the needs of rural
communities, said Salka. I
See Luncheon, page 12.
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Luncheon (from page 11)
hope to use this experience
to positively impact our
district.”

spring developments, milk
-house waste systems,
heavy use areas, riparian
buffers and planting over a
1000 acres of cover crops
locally.

Also learning about land
stewardship, conservation
practices and meeting
In addition, the crew
farmers was Democratic
managed construction
member-elect for New
projects, planted trees,
York's 22nd Congressional
installed fence on stream
District in the U.S. House
buffers, taught grazing
of Representatives,
management, mentored
Anthony Brindisi and
interns, developed and
Sarah F. Bormann, District
applied nutrient
Director for the 22nd
management plans, took
Congressional District.
soil samples, delineated
“One of my first priorities
watersheds for culvert
is to find a way to serve on
sizing, secured stream
the House Agriculture
permits
and led
Newly elected US Congressman Anthony Brindisi and
Committee and form a
NYS Assemblyman John Salka represent the 22nd and educational training events
district-wide Ag group
and held the popular
121st districts in Central NY.
annual tree within their
that meets quarterly to
busy
work schedule. The staff
discuss real issues, said
Lorraine.
also
works
with the Upper
Brindisi. I appreciate the
Susquehanna Coalition in
Madison County SWCD for
During a family style
formulating the Phase III
the invitation to learn from
slideshow presentation,
Watershed Implementation
Lorraine highlighted a variety
farmers and see how the results
Plan for the Chesapeake Bay
of 2018 projects that he and his
of conservation practices
TMDL strategy as well as
staff of 7 worked on using the
benefit the communities in the
grant writing.
NYS Agricultural
many watersheds”.
Environmental Management
To learn more about the work
(AEM) program planning
“In my fifteen years as
the Madison County SWCD
matrix. These plans led to
manager, Congressman-elect
does for the community,
surveying and designing tile
Brindisi is the only
contact the district at (315) 824
drainage, grade stabilization
representative who actually
-9849 or visit
projects, road culvert projects,
showed up to our event. We
www.madcoswcd.com.)
stream remediation, manure
hope this relationship and
storages, pasture systems,
commitment continues,” said
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Floodplain Tree Planting / Hydroseeding
Herkimer County Soil and Water Conservation District staff

The Herkimer County SWCD
played a significant role in a
recent floodplain restoration
project coordinated by the
Town of German Flatts on
State Route 168, along Fulmer
Creek. The District assisted in
coordinating the physical
planting of over fifty trees on a
recently restored town-owned

floodplain bench. The planting
involved the Town of German
Flatts, Templeton Landscape
Architecture & Planning firm,
Bast Hatfield Construction,
and student volunteers from
the Herkimer BOCES
Conservation class. The trees
planted were sourced from
NYSDEC’s Trees for Tribs

program. The District also
hydroseeded the streambank
shown in the background of
these photos. Hydroseeding
helped to stabilize the bank and
prevent soil erosion into the
stream. The once flooded
mobile-home park is now a
dual-purpose property as a
floodplain and community
park.

Damaged mobile-home park from flooding.

Completed planting on restored floodplain bench.
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Wise Words from Our District Family

Interviewing seasoned District employees who share some words of wisdom
Mark Richer
Chemung County Soil & Water Conservation District
28 years
Q. How long have you been
working at your SWCD? If
you have worked for more than
one District,
please let us know the counties,
positions, and years worked.
A. I have worked for the
Chemung County SWCD as a
Technician for over 28 years.
Q. What have you
accomplished over the years
with your District that you are
most proud of?
A. I am proud to work behind
the scenes in a support capacity
to help in the many District
programs and activities as part
of the team. To mention a few
accomplishments, I would say
in my early years I helped
reintroduced the “Conservation
Field Days” to the county for
our 6th grade elementary
students and I helped redesign
our District Logo. As timed
passed I have learned to
operate many different pieces
of equipment and utilize my
automotive technical degree to
help maintain and service our
growing equipment fleet. I
helped to build our
Conservation Log Cabin at our
county fairgrounds, sawing all
the logs and lumber for it with
the Districts band saw mill.
Most recently I have become a
certified drone pilot utilizing
the Districts drones to take
Ariel photos and videos.
Q. Why have you continued to
work at your Soil and Water
Conservation District?

A. I have a great boss to work
for and I enjoy the variety of
programs and projects our
District is involved in. Also, I
would like to think I am
helping to make a difference to
make this rock we call home a
better place.
Q. How have you seen District
programs, or their focuses,
change over the years?
A. I think District programs
are specific to each individual
county and the needs of the
region they are in. Programs
change as there is a need for
services and also that funding
provides for. I see Districts as
very proactive to serve the
needs of the people and the
land. I have also seen Districts
providing services and
programs that the State and or
federal government cannot or
will not for whatever reason.
Q. What words of wisdom do
you have for a newly hired
District employee?
A. Jump in with both feet,
don’t be afraid to get wet and
get your hands dirty. Get as
much experience as you can in
all the things Districts do. Try
not to burn any bridges you
more than likely will need to
cross that bridge again
someday and you’ll want to be
there. Document everything
you do either with photos or in
a written journal of some kind.
Be proactive and continue to

learn. Surround yourself with
good people and you will be
successful.
Q. When did you first learn or
hear about Soil and Water
Conservation Districts?
A. I am sad to say I did not
learn of Districts until I was in
college and looking for a job.
Once learned what they did I
knew it was a good fit for me.
Q. What made you decide to
apply for a job with your
District?
A. I like working outdoors and
the District offered this kind of
work. I learned that after
working in a cardboard box
factory with no windows, and
wearing earplugs and safety
glasses all day, not to mention
smelling the stench of hot
paper and glue. I knew factory
work was not for me and I had
to be outside. Best decision I
ever made.
Q. Did your education
prepare you for your job as a
District employee?
A. My education did help
prepare me somewhat, the rest
was on the job training.
Districts are so divers that
colleges could never teach
everything they do.

See Wise, page 15.
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Wise (from page 14)
Q. Please share with us a
memorable conservation
moment while working for your
District.
A. One particular memorable
conservation moment I have is
early on in my time at the
District. I was involved in a
wood duck nesting box project.
Due to the lack of nesting
cavities, I would build and
install wood duck nesting
boxes at potentially viable
locations around the county. I
installed many boxes and the
reward was the monitoring of
those boxes and seeing the
success I had with the wood
ducks utilizing the boxes I
installed. I still build many nest
boxes for wood ducks, bats and
bluebirds and make them
available for the landowners of
the county. When time allows
and the need arises, I build nest
boxes for other and animals
such as flying squirrels, owls
and kestrels etc.
Q. What is your most epic
memory from a Water Quality
Symposium?
A. I haven’t been to a
Symposium in 18 plus years, I
know shame on me, But as I
recall more times than not,
there always seems to be a
snow storm that week.
Q. Please share with us a
humorous moment from your
time at your District.
A. Our District was involved
in a pilot program form Cornell
scouting corn and alfalfa for
damaging insects. One day I
was scouting a corn field with

a guy named Jim Saik who was
helping me that day. He was on
one end of the field and I was
on the other. After a short
while, I hear the thrashing of
corn stalks and it was getting
closer and closer to me. I’m
thinking what the Hell is that.
My first thought was a deer or
maybe a bear running though
the corn, but whatever it was if
was coming at me. When it got
closer, I could see it was Jim
running for all he was worth
and he yelled to me as he went
buy SKUNK!!!!! So, I
followed him out to the truck
and found that yes there was a
skunk and he had gotten
sprayed!!! Wow was it bad,
eye watering bad. Needless to
say, he rode in the back of the
truck on the way home and I
had to take him to a local retail
store (in the back of the truck)
to buy a new pair of jeans. As
that was funny enough
watching him go in the store
and watching people’s reaction
to his odor of skunk put the
icing on the cake. I thought it
was hilarious I don’t think Jim
did at the time.
Q. If you were snowed in at
your District office for a week
with no hope of evacuating,
who would you want to be
snowed in with and what would
be your top 3 survival items?
A. Wow, there would be too
many scenarios for me to list
here.
Q. Do you have a hidden
talent?
A. If I do it’s still hiding and I
haven’t found it yet.

Q. Tell us about what you will
miss when you retire.
A. I’m not retiring anytime
soon but when I do, I will
miss the job and its diversity
working to heal the scars on
the land. I will miss working
with all my co-workers and the
great down to earth people that
the District partners with along
with the many projects we do.
Q. Any concluding remarks?
A. Always do the best you can
with what you have, Plan
ahead and be prepared!

16

Farewell, Elizabeth Mangle!

Caitlin Stewart, District Manager, Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District

The Hamilton County Soil and
Water Conservation District’s
Manager Elizabeth Mangle
will retire on Dec. 21. Mangle
has served New York State
SWCDs for twenty-eight years,
and her work has involved
coordinating programs and
partnerships that protect water
quality, slow the spread of
invasive species, and prevent
soil erosion.
“I have worked for
Conservation Districts because
I was raised to
push yourself to
make the world a
better place,” said
Mangle. “We
spend so many
years working at a
job to support
ourselves so why
not find a job that
makes you feel like
you are making a
difference for
future generations.
I have always tried
to do what would
be best to protect
this pristine
landscape.”
Mangle began her
career with
Conservation Districts in 1990
as an Administrative Assistant
at the Clinton County SWCD.
She served as the District
Program Team Leader for
Onondaga County SWCD
before taking the position of
District Manager at the
Hamilton County SWCD.
“I am happy for Elizabeth and
I know that she will enjoy her
retirement,” said District Board
of Directors Vice Chairman
Edward Winchell. “At the

same time I feel sad that she
will no longer be the manager
of the District. She did her job
so well that she will be very
difficult to replace. The last
twenty years have gone by
very quickly with several
accomplishments that
Elizabeth managed, including
securing the cooperation of the
Adirondack Park Agency, New
York State Department of
Environmental Conservation,
and other Conservation
Districts.”

Mangle’s distinguished career
focused on water quality
protection, and she helped
develop and implement
watershed management plans
for the Mohawk River, Upper
Hudson River, St. Lawrence
River, Fulton Chain of Lakes,
and Black River, and served as
secretary for the Finer LakesLake Ontario Watershed
Protection Alliance. She also
facilitated Water Quality
Coordinating Committee

meetings to maintain and
restore the quality and quantity
of water resources in Hamilton
County using a coordinated,
comprehensive, and
educational interagency
approach.
“It has been an honor and
pleasure working for Elizabeth
at the Hamilton County Soil
and Water District,” said
District Secretary and Assistant
Treasurer for Board Marj
Remias. “Through her caring,
thoughtful
leadership she has
nurtured and
supported her
employee’s growth
and job satisfaction
as well as the
District’s mission to
promote
understanding of and
conservation of our
natural resources. I
thank her for so
selflessly imparting
her knowledge,
experience and
wisdom and I will
miss her greatly.”
In 1999, Mangle
joined the
Adirondack Park
Invasive Plant
Program as a cooperating
partner. She supported her
staff members participation in
APIPP’s annual training
sessions, workshops, and
seminars, where they received
education about the biology of
invasive species and gained an
understanding of effective
management techniques.
“There’s not enough that can
be said about Elizabeth,” said
See farewell, page 17.
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Farewelll (from page 16)
District Conservation
Technician Lenny Croote.
“She was a great manager and
a tremendous asset to the
District. She always was open
to new ideas and has been
instrumental in getting
conservation projects on the
ground. She’s willing to do
whatever it takes to get the job
done, from overseeing the
grant to being knee deep in
mud in the field. If someone
needs help or simply has a
question, you will find her first
in line offering advice or
assistance. It has been a great
privilege and honor to work for
the District under Elizabeth’s
supervision and guidance.”
Her accomplishments include
serving on the Environmental
Education Foundation and the
Greater Adirondack Resource
Conservation and

Development Council,
submitting grants that have
brought thousands of dollars
into Hamilton County for
natural resource conservation,
overseeing the Regional Inlet
Invasive Plant Program, and
starting the first Adirondack
Waterfest, the caravanning
celebration of water, in
Speculator.
“I have had the pleasure of
knowing Elizabeth since 2003
when I was hired by the
District as a water quality
intern,” said District
Conservation Educator Caitlin
Stewart. “She puts her staff at
the forefront of everything she
does, cultivates our strengths,
and encourages us grow
through trainings and
networking opportunities. The
future of Hamilton County’s
natural resources shines bright

because of Elizabeth’s diligent
efforts to protect water quality,
establish partnerships that
move conservation efforts
forward, stomp out invasive
species, and effectively
implement projects that
prevent soil loss. I will miss
her immensely, and hope she
fills her days with
photography, painting, and
long woods walks with her
four dogs.”
Mangle’s last day at the
District was Dec. 21, 2018.
The District has been working
to manage and promote the
wise use of natural resources in
Hamilton County since
1965. For more information
go to www.hcswcd.com or call
518-548-3991.
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Winter solstice upon us, Laura Littrell (daughter of
Judy, New York State Soil and Water Conservation
Committee) captured the stunning sunset overlooking
the Mohawk Valley from her family’s front yard, in
St. Johnsville, Montgomery County.

Mohawk Highlands in the Town of
Herkimer.
Photo by Bob Tilbe, Conservation Aide,
Herkimer County Soil and Water
Conservation District.

Flood plain Restoration Project with a Tree Planting in the Town of
German Flatts. Photo by Tyler Kelley Soil and Water Resource
Conservationist, Herkimer County Soil and Water Conservation District.
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Riparian forest buffer implementation at Birdseye Hollow State Forest in Steuben County. The Upper
Susquehanna Coalition is coordinating the reforestation of the riparian area as this area was dominated by ash
species which have all suffered mortality by the Emerald Ash Borer. Approximately 30 acres have been
planted to date, with restoration on another 30 acres planned for 2019. Photos by Lydia Brinkley, Upper
Susquehanna Coalition Buffer Coordinator.

Susan Lewis of Albany County
SWCD loves her CDEA wine
glass, and mentioned the wine
was great!
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New York State
Conservation District Employees’ Association, Inc.
“Your local Soil and Water Conservation District provides ongoing programs and
services to conserve, enhance and protect soil and water resources in your community.”

Executive Committee
President
Steve Lorraine, Madison County

Division Representatives
Division I
Judy Bennett, Orleans County

Vice President
Chastity Miller, Franklin County

Division II
Kelly Emerick, Monroe County

Secretary
Caitlin Stewart, Hamilton County

Division III
Raeanne Dulanski, St Lawrence County

Treasurer
Kristin White, Seneca County

Division IV
Velynda Parker, Steuben County

Member At Large
Doug Kierst, Cayuga County

Division V
Kristin Ballou , Franklin County
Division VI
Ben Luskin, Washington County
Division VII
Erin Sommerville, Dutchess County
Division VIII
Ann Marie Calabro, Suffolk County

www.nyscdea.com/  Phone: 607.776.7398, ext 3 Fax: 607.776.7487

