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In 2017 Tom Allen from the 
western half of Wayne County 
contacted Wayne County 
SWCD with concerns of 
erosion and other farm issues. 
Tom and his wife Patti 
completed a Tier 2 & Tier 3 
within the AEM program and 
the stream area was noted as a 
serious concern. Utilizing 
funds from FLLOWPA and 

Part C, SWCD was able to 
implement badly needed 
Stream Management BMPs to 
prevent further loss of 
cropland. The Allen’s have 
begun to adopt more 
progressive practices on the 
farm, including no-till, crop 
rotation and cover crops. They 
have also conducted soil 
samples on the entire land 

Farm field erosion control protection through water management and stream 
corridor management 
Ian Priestley and Scott DeRue, Wayne Count y Soil and Water Conservation District 

base, which is roughly 1,100 
acres. The field with the 
streambank erosion concern 
last had a mix of oats and 
radish no-tilled after having 
wheat the previous two years. 
The Allen’s always ensure 
there is cover on this field as it 
is prone to flooding. Tom also 

See Stream, page 4.   
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leaves a sizeable buffer 
between the crops and stream 
edge with concern to the 
undercut bank collapsing and 
also as a means to slow 
erosion. Even with these 
practices being implemented, 
the erosion continued, mainly 
due to the changing climate 
and increasing occurrences of 

heavy storms. The field 
borders Upper Ganargua 
Creek, which has an expansive 
watershed and is prone to 
fluctuations during rainfall and 
snow melt. With a design 
created by SWCD staff, the 
farm and a local contractor set 
to work to stabilize the 
streambank. The project 

Stream (from page 3) 

combined ‘toe-wood’ structure 
and riprap stone for 
stabilization and aquatic 
habitat. Live willow stakes 
were installed on the upper 
portion of the bank and then an 
erosion control seed mixture 
was applied.     
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New York Farm Bureau wrapped up their 62nd State Annual Meeting Wednesday, December 5 during which 
they announced that four members received the 2019 James Quinn Award that recognizes extraordinary efforts 
by individual Farm Bureau members during the course of a given year “to serve and strengthen agricul-
ture.”  The honorees include Amanda Barber of Cortland County Farm Bureau. Barber is a tireless advocate 
for agriculture, including spending many hours educating the public about farming and supporting a new agri-
culture education program at Marathon High School. 
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Syracuse, NY---"Local Soil 
and Water Conservation 
Districts are the backbone of 
natural resource conservation 
in every county in NYS,” says 
Vice-President of the Otsego 
County Farm Bureau, Darin 
Hickling.   
 
Every year the New York State 
Conservation District 
Employees' Association, Inc. 
(NYS CDEA) and their 58 
respective districts from every 
county and borough in New 
York State carry out initiatives 
and projects that conserve, 
protect and enhance New 
York’s soil, water and related 
natural resources by providing 
technical assistance and 
diverse programs to farmers, 
landowners, units of 
government and communities.  
This large workload takes 

training, practical solutions and 
mentorship to get conservation 
on the ground. 
 
To facilitate this advanced 
learning, the NYS CDEA holds 
an intense four-day New York 
State Water Quality 
Symposium for District 
Employees, USDA/NRCS 
Employees, WQCC 
Representatives, and all 
Conservation Partners who 
seek effective professional 
development experiences.  
This delivery of conservation 
requires ongoing adaptive 
training and learning from 
others about what works on the 
land.   
 
Each year the association holds 
the Symposium in an effort to 
train staff, provide networking 
opportunities while 

Conservation District employees gather for knowledge and celebration 
Troy Bishopp, Grazing Specialist, Madison County Soil & Water Conservation District 

recognizing the 
accomplishments and 
leadership of members and 
partners for their 
comprehensive work.  “It’s an 
opportunity for professionals to 
learn what’s going on at the 
state and federal levels.  It’s 
really a family atmosphere,” 
said Chastity Miller, newly 
elected President of the NYS 
CDEA and Franklin County 
SWCD District Manager. 
 
The four day meeting was 
attended by 300 professionals 
and featured 34 classes from 
first aid training, storm-water 
management practices and 
sizing culverts to climate 
resiliency plans, GIS mapping, 
harmful algae blooms, forest 
planning and promoting 
districts in the media taught by 
over 60 instructors.  In 

2019 Willard F. Croney Award honoree Jim Lieberum with his Warren County SWCD family.   
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addition, a resource fair 
featuring vendors and 
businesses provided a 
networking forum to learn 
about different strategies, 
equipment and products that 
help staff provide affordable, 
quality conservation practices 
to customers.  
 
The association also takes the 
time to honor employees, 
conservation partners and 
special projects with an awards 
banquet.  This year’s event led 
by NYS CDEA President, 
Steve Lorraine, heralded 2 
longtime leaders in 
conservation by awarding the 
passionate, north country 
conservation veteran, Jim 

Lieberum, District Manager of 
the Warren County SWCD 
with the distinguished Willard 
F. Croney Award and the 
President’s Award for 
environmental service to 
districts by honoring Karl 
Czymmek, Senior Extension 
Associate at Cornell 
University. 
 
Division Merit Awards were 
awarded to Corrina Aldrich of 
Washington County SWCD, 
Tucker Kautz of Ontario 
County SWCD, Lydia 
Brinkley of Tioga County 
SWCD, Kristin Ballou of 
Franklin County SWCD, 
Tonnie Sauca Jr. of Dutchess 
County SWCD, Troy Bishopp 

New Senior Environmental Analyst  
Bethany Buzduch , The New York State Soil and Water Conservation Committee  

of Madison County SWCD and 
Cassandra Pinkoski of 
Chautauqua County SWCD.  
The Partnership Appreciation 
Award was bestowed on Brian 
Steinmuller, Assistant Director 
of NYS SWCC.  The Special 
Project Award for fish passage 
projects went to the 
Chautauqua County SWCD.  
The District Director Award 
honored Robert Carpenter of 
Suffolk County SWCD.  The 
Community Service Award 
went to Michael Clifford of 
Niagara County SWCD. 
 
To learn more about your local 
NYS CDEA staff visit:  
www.nyscdea.com  

2018 NYS CDEA Executive Board and Division Representatives.  

http://www.nyscdea.com
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Executive Committee 

President  

Chastity Miller, Franklin County 

Vice President  

Dustin Lewis, Saratoga County 

Secretary  

Caitlin Stewart, Hamilton County 

Treasurer  

Kristin White, Seneca County 

Member At Large  

Dean Moore, Warren County 

New York State 
Conservation District Employees’ Association, Inc.   

www.nyscdea.com/    Phone: 607.776.7398, ext 3  Fax: 607.776.7487  

Division Representatives 

Division I  

Scott Collins, Niagara County  

Division II  

Aaron Buchta , Onondaga County 

Division III   

Raeanne Dulanski, St Lawrence County  

Division IV 

Velynda Parker, Steuben County 

Division V 

Kristin Ballou , Franklin County  

Division VI 

Ben Luskin, Washington County 

Division VII 

Erin Sommerville, Dutchess County 

Division VIII 

Ann Marie Calabro, Suffolk County 

“Your local Soil and Water Conservation District provides ongoing programs and 

services to conserve, enhance and protect soil and water resources in your community.”  

http://www.nyscdea.com/

