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Tioga County Project Spotlight: Twin Brook Farm – Owego, New York
Laura Grant and Danielle Singer

Nestled in a valley in the Town
of Owego sits Twin Brook
Farm. Running through the
beef operation is Little
Nanticoke Creek, a tributary to
the Susquehanna River. Owner
and operator Marvin Moyer
preaches the importance of soil
health to all those around, and
his farm echoes this message.
Moyer keeps a rigid grazing
plan to ensure his cattle are

100% grass-fed, keeps tabs on
his soil biota and continues to
improve forage quality through
various no-tilled pasture mixes.
Most recently he acquired
adjacent farmland that has
been traditionally row cropped
for many years which he plans
to convert to permanent
grasses for grazing. This spring
he installed a five acre riparian
forest buffer with cattle

Moyher before.

exclusion on both sides of the
1,400 feet stream reach on this
new property. The installation
of forest buffers can be quite
difficult and the Moyer buffer
was no exception. Step one
was to remove the berm on
either side of the constrained
stream. Once the floodplain
was reconnected to the stream,
See Project, page 3.
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Project (from page 2)
a buffer was planned out with a
minimum width of 35 feet,
extending in some areas to 70
feet. This buffer will reduce
runoff of nutrients and
sediment into Little Nanticoke
Creek creating a healthier
ecosystem in the stream, as
well as, the Chesapeake Bay.
As a result of implementing a

riparian forest buffer, Moyer
was also able to install 11,000
feet of fencing and 4,800 feet
of waterline for three watering
systems throughout his newly
acquired 65 acres surrounding
the stream. This additional 65
acres will allow Moyer to
rotationally graze all of his
animals at the home farm and

Moyher after.

eliminate his need for rented
pastureland. All of this work
was done utilizing the USC
Water Quality Program which
uses National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation funding to
implement best management
practices on farms in the
watershed.
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Upper Susquehanna Coalition Kicks off the Riparian Buffer Establishment
Program
Lydia Brinkley, USC Buffer Coordinator

The USC Riparian Buffer
Establishment Program was
developed to aid with the
establishment of the riparian
forest buffer practice. Through
this program, riparian buffer
stewards will be located
throughout the Upper
Susquehanna Watershed,
where they will be responsible
for evaluating plant survival
and for coordinating
establishment activities in
riparian forest buffer areas.
The need to perform these
types of activities has long

been identified by the Riparian
Forest Buffer Task Force; this
group of partners focuses on
overcoming barriers to buffer
implementation and
establishment within the Upper
Susquehanna Watershed.
The new program kicked off
on June 6th with the Buffer
Steward Training. The 6
stewards brushed up on
understanding riparian area
benefits, diversity, field safety,
and how to evaluate the
riparian area. Collectively, the

USC has committed to
evaluating over 700 acres and
performing establishment
activities on over 300 acres of
riparian forest buffer just this
year and regardless of
implementing program. The
USC expects to run this
program in 2020 as well.
Funding for this program was
awarded by the National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation with
local SWCD match being
provided.
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CDEA pint glasses are not just for boozy beverages.
They also make excellent vessels for chocolate protein shakes!
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Field Day preps kids for summer

Caitlin Stewart, District Manager, Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District

The weather was bright and
buggy for the second annual
Summer Prep Field Day where
Hamilton County’s youngsters
attended demonstrations and
discovered how to have a
healthy and fun-filled summer.
Forty-nine first and second
graders from Lake Pleasant,
Wells, and Indian Lake central
schools traveled to Camp
Fowler on June 7 to partake in
a variety of presentations.
“This event is a collaboration
between many organizations,”
said Robin Marvel Hausle,
Substance Abuse Prevention
Educator. “Hamilton County

Community Services’
Prevention and Public Health
staff begin the planning
process and invite awesome
organizations to join.
Participation may vary from
year to year.”
This year’s presentation lineup included a Bike Rodeo and
helmet fitting (William Wilt
and Corey Hutchins, Hamilton
County Sheriff’s Department).
Free helmets were provided by
Public Health and loaner bikes
were provided by TWIGS
Treasurers. Other
presentations were Tick Safety
and Identification (Jamila Page

and Daryl Rulison, Hamilton
County Cornell Cooperative
Extension), Fashion a Fish
(Caitlin Stewart, Hamilton
County Soil and Water
Conservation District),
Building Strong Relationships:
A Friendship Bracelet Tutorial
(Robin Hausle, Hamilton
County Prevention), Story
Telling (Lora Lee Lauria,
Hamilton County Four Rivers
Alliance), and Swimming and
Water Safety (Dave Kallen,
New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation).

See Summer, page 9.

Summer Prep Field Day coordinator Robin
Marvel Hausle welcomes students, teachers,
and presenters to the event.

Students draw super fish with special survival adaptations at
Summer Prep Field Day.
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Summer (from page 10)
Following lunch, camp games,
and afternoon presentations,
Summer Prep Field Day
concluded with a K-9 dog unit
demonstration and meet-andgreet presented by Deputy
Lumis, Hamilton County
Sheriff’s Department.
“During my Fashion a Fish
presentation, kids learned that
Adirondack animals have
special adaptations, or features
that increase their likelihood of
survival in their habitat,” said

Caitlin Stewart, Manager,
Hamilton County Soil and
Water Conservation District.
“They worked in teams to draw
super fish with specific
adaptations including shape,
feeding, coloration, and
reproduction. Each group
presented their fish and
described its adaptations.”
“I feel it is important for our
young anglers to understand
ecosystem-based concepts that
are the foundation for a strong

appreciation for fishing and
natural resource conservation,”
Stewart said.
The Hamilton County Soil and
Water Conservation District
has been working to manage
and promote the wise use of
natural resources in Hamilton
County since 1965. For more
information go to
www.hcswcd.com or call 518548-3991.

Deputy Lumis (right), Hamilton County Sheriff’s Department presents K-9 dog unit demonstration and meetand-greet a at Summer Prep Field Day.

Students present the fish they fashioned and describe its special survival adaptations
at Summer Prep Field Day.
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New York State
Conservation District Employees’ Association, Inc.
“Your local Soil and Water Conservation District provides ongoing programs and
services to conserve, enhance and protect soil and water resources in your community.”
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