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Hudson River.  Photo by Warren County SWCD District Manager Jim Liberum.     
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Keeton to Retire From Soil and Water Board 
Kevin Sumner, Orange County SWCD County Soil and Water Conservation District  

After fifteen years of service, Gary Keeton is retiring from the Orange County Soil and Water Conservation 
District Board of Directors, effective My 31st, 2020. 

Gary’s varied and often fascinating careers and life experiences served not only to provide endless 
entertainment to staff and other directors, but contributed greatly to sound decision-making of the Board. 

His careers and interests have included crop farming in 
the mid- west, managing thoroughbred horse farms, 
conducting biological research and becoming a 
respected local expert in archeology. Perhaps the 
greatest positive impact Gary has had on the world has 
been as a result of his immeasurable contribution to 
conservation education efforts. These efforts have 
taken place on behalf of various groups and agencies, 
and simply as a result of Gary’s individual 
commitment to the cause. The number of children (not 
to mention adults) who have been enthralled by his 
encyclopedic knowledge of wildlife and natural history 
is probably impossible to calculate. In his role as a 
presenter at the Conservation District’s annual 
Conservation Field Days for 6th graders alone, we 
estimate that over 5,000 students were the beneficiaries of his humble yet sophisticated presentation style that 
imparted a uniquely engaging understanding of our natural world. Who knows how many of these students’ 
lives and career choices were influenced in part by the joy and passion he exhibited in these presentations. 

His stories ranged from all-night boating expeditions on the Hudson studying creatures of all shapes and 
sizes, to forays into local secluded mountain locations to capture rattlers in burlap sacks for research 
purposes, to spotting Mastodon tusks while floating down the Wallkill. He and his wife once rode horses from 
Maryland to New York. His telling of how his son’s slim girlfriend and science partner was lowered into a 
cave upside down through an opening that practically required her to grease her shoulders was enough to 
make your knees weak. Want to know the history of the Basha Kill wetlands, including its former use as a 
rich agricultural area? Set aside a good amount of time for Gary to fill you in. 

In addition to fulfilling his basic role of attending 
monthly Board meetings, Gary was always willing to 
pitch in when called upon. He commonly 
accompanied staff on Wallkill River inspections to 
maintain the functioning of the 1980’s Army Corps 
flood control project. When an archeological study 
was needed in advance of 2016 Black Dirt flood 
mitigation work, Gary met our consultant in the field 
to help facilitate completion of the study so as to not 
delay the project. He often showed up at riparian 
restoration projects, rain garden plantings, and stream 
clean-ups, sometimes to set up an educational station 
but more often just to pitch in and be part of the 
solution. 

Gary and his wife Sue will be retiring to an old 
farmhouse in Maine. It will without a doubt be 
Maine’s gain and New York’s loss. We wish him all 
the best and thank him for his years of service to 
science, conservation and the mission of the 
Conservation District. Some of us will think of him 
often and with great envy – far from tail-gaters, big 
box stores and McMansions. 
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CDEA News is proud to present Where in New York is Ronny Raindrop?  By evaporation or precipitation, 

by sublimation or freezing, Ronny thrills crowds all across New York State.  Submit your photos of Ronny 

with a brief description of what he’s doing and where he is.   

Ronny the Raindrop loves traveling around 
New York, but to keep himself and others safe, 
he has been spending as much time as possible 
quarantining in his home. When he does go out 

for essentials, he makes sure to wear a face 
mask and keep a safe distance from people.  

Finger Lakes Dairy Farm Receives National  Award For Successful 
Sustainability Practices 
Central New York’s Twin Birch Dairy Honored for Outstanding Leadership 
in the Dairy Community  
Greg Szklany, American Dairy Association North East.   

Reprinted with permission.   

(SKANEATELES, NEW 

YORK – April 22, 2020) – The 

Innovation Center for U.S. 

Dairy, established under the 

leadership of dairy farmers and 

leading companies, announced 

its annual U.S. Dairy 

Sustainability 

Award winners during the Dairy 

Sustainability Alliance® Virtual 

Spring Meeting on April 22, 

2020.  

Twin Birch Dairy in 

Skaneateles, N.Y., was named a winner in the “Outstanding Dairy 

Farm Sustainability” category for overall environmental stewardship 

in the Finger Lakes region. The awards recognize dairy farms, 

businesses and partnerships whose practices improve the well-being 

of people, animals and the planet. Winners in the Outstanding Dairy 

Farm Sustainability category are leaders in socially responsible, 

economically viable, and environmentally sound dairy production 

and exemplify a longstanding commitment to continuous 

improvement. 

With a country club in its backyard and million-dollar lakefront 

homes just miles away, Twin Birch Dairy is nestled in an 

environmentally sensitive area between Skaneateles and Owasco 

See Award, Page 5.   
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Lakes. The two watersheds 

supply drinking water to more 

than 400,000 people in the two 

largest cities in Central New 

York – Syracuse and Auburn – 

and the surrounding areas. 

Owner Dirk Young has been a 

leader in implementing on-farm 

practices that protect the 

surrounding water for drinking 

and recreation. 

Young, along with 

partners Todd Evans 

and Jeremy Brown, 

volunteered the farm 

for a water monitoring 

study conducted by 

the Owasco 

Watershed Lake 

Association (OWLA), 

a community 

organization focused 

on identifying 

strategies to restore 

and improve water 

quality and provide 

community education 

on protecting the 

Lake. The study found 

that Twin Birch Dairy’s 

environmental practices are 

having a significant effect – 

showing that water quality 

immediately downstream of 

Twin Birch Dairy was generally 

equal to, if not slightly better, 

than the upstream water quality. 

To Young, this data is an 

important validation of the 

farm’s efforts. 

 “I have never been afraid of 

following the science and 

coming up with solutions,” says 

Young.  

Innovation at Twin Birch Dairy began more than 20 years ago, 

shortly after doubling its herd size for the second time in a decade. In 

what originally began as a way to decrease farm-related odor for 

neighbors, a remote manure storage site was built on the property. A 

separator that divides manure solids from liquids was added; liquids 

go to the storage site and solids are recycled for cow bedding.  

Ultimately, those practices led to Twin Birch becoming among the 

first farms in New York to commission an anaerobic digester in 

2003. Today, it is still the only one operating in Onondaga County. 

Beyond the benefits for 

energy savings, an 

anaerobic digester has other 

environmental benefits as 

well. The end products can 

be used as cow bedding, 

recycled into the land or 

sold to landscapers. 

According to Mark Burger, 

Program Manager of the 

Skaneateles Lake 

Watershed Agricultural 

Program, “Per the City of 

Syracuse’s Skaneateles 

Lake Watershed 

Agricultural program, Twin 

Birch Farms leads by 

example and sets the bar 

higher for environmental 

goals, herd health and community relations.” 

Running a productive farm that is also environmentally and 

community focused is clearly a top priority for the farm, which is 

exemplified in Twin Birch Dairy’s mission statement: “Twin Birch 

Dairy, LLC will strive to operate an environmentally friendly dairy 

farm business that will provide a good livelihood for its principals as 

well as its employees. We will run our business in a manner that is 

perceived by our neighbors and the community as an asset to the 

area.” 

Looking to the future, Twin Birch Dairy will continue to use existing 

and new sustainability practices to ensure the dairy’s continuation 

for generations to come. 

Says Young, “We also live in this community. I want and need the 

respect of the whole area to truly be successful.”  

Award (from page 4) 



6 



7 

New York Association of Conservation Districts Update 
Blanche L. Hurlbutt, Executive Director, NYACD 

NYACD is following all the Covid-19 social distancing rules and continuing to keep business moving 
forward.  No big changes had to take place since the Executive Director already works from home, so it has 
been business as usual. 

NYACD is working daily for you and below is a little bit of what is happening and where things are at. 

NYACD is moving forward on the 2019 resolutions approved at the 2019 annual meeting with the assistance 
of Brian Stienmuller, Ag & Mkts. 

NYACD was asks for their support of NY hosting the NCF-Envirothon in 2023.  NYACD was happy to 
support this great hands-on environmental educational program and send a letter of support to the NCF-
Envirothon Committee for NY to host this event. 

NYACD is working with the Hampton Inn, Cazenovia to host the 2020 NYACD Annual event.  With all that 
is going on in our world we are searching all our options and will keep you posted on this upcoming event. 

NYACD is working with Legislation, Farm Bureau, Districts, and others as it relates to making possible 
changes to the stream reclassification.  This has been set back due to Covid-19, but NYACD and others are 
keeping a close watch, so that when Legislators are back in session it won’t be forgotten. 

NYACD was at a 4-Way zoom meeting a couple of weeks ago and we are all working on the Memorandum 
of Agreement in updating and reviewing any possible changes. 

NYACD has created a “new” website. Check it out!!! www.nyacd.org Let us know what you think. 

Our monthly teleconference meetings are held fourth Wednesday of the month.  If you would like to join one 
or all of our monthly meetings please let our Executive Directory know & she will provide you with the call-
in information. 

 

Jeff TenEyck started in Cayuga County as a Technician and came to 
Cortland as a Field Technician/Manager in 1981.  He became District 
Manager in 1988 and continued to serve Cortland County until 1994. He 
then became the Skaneateles Lake Watershed Program Manager when he 
took a position with the NYS Soil and Water Conservation Committee as 
the AEM Program Coordinator and Environmental Analyst.  Jeff’s wife 
Sallee worked for the USDA-ASCS and then FSA in Field Office and State 
Office positions for 3 years.  Jeff owns and operates Summer Hill Brewing:  
https://www.summerhillbrewing.com/ 

Cortland County SWCD Retiree Jeff TenEyck  
Amanda Barber, District Manager, Cortland County Soil and Water Conservation District 
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On Sunday, March 22, life in Tioga 
County, and across the rest of New 
York “paused”. As the Covid-19 
pandemic wreaked havoc, spreading 
uncontrollably across parts of 
downstate New York, we would work 
to do what was needed to slow the 

spread and flatten the curve of the 
virus. Over the next 54 days, daily 
routines would be disrupted, offices 
turned into any location in our homes 
that would accommodate a laptop and 
some workspace, sounds of children 
could be heard in the background of 
conference calls, sleeping babies 
swaddled in the arms of their others 
were seen on zoom meetings, dogs 
barking at postal workers became a 
recognized background noise, and the 
term working from home became a 

Tioga County SWCD – Working Together While We’re Apart 
Miranda Palmer, Tioga County Soil & Water Conservation District   

constant in the daily vocabulary of most. However, one of the 
most notable, and unexpected new norms that we saw here in 
Tioga County was our communities unwavering ability to 
show compassion, offer a helping hand, and bolster our ability 
to work together while forced to be further apart more than 
ever 

The Soil and Water Conservation District was able to see and 
participate in the community support that emerged each day. 
Over those 54 days, the District stepped up to help a local 
school plant 600 trees on their Christmas Tree farm, hosted a 
regional Envirothon competition that was opened up to any 
counties or schools in the state interested in participating, and 
hosted a free dairy product drive where 3,888 gallons of milk, 
1,500 cups of yogurt, and 1,200 pounds of sour cream were 
distributed.  

On April 20th, staff from both the District and the Upper 
Susquehanna Coalition partnered up with the Newark Valley 

See Together, Page 9 
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Central School District to plant 600 
trees on a unique piece of property 
that was donated to the school many 

years ago 
for 
educational 
purposes. 
The 
property, 
referred to 
as 
“Alexanders 
Pond” 
provides a 
unique 
experience 
for students, 
one of those 
most recent 
experiences 
being the 
start of the 
schools 
Christmas 
tree farm.  
Each year, 
the school 

orders at hundreds of trees from the 
Districts annual tree and shrub sale, 
and 6th and 7th grade students help to 
plant them. This year, nearly a month 
after students were removed from 
school, Mr. Greg Schweiger, Newark 
Valley Central School District 
Agriculture teacher, was looking for 
help getting the trees in the ground as 
he wouldn’t have the helping hands of 
his students. So, District and USC 
staff volunteered to participate in this 
great, natural social distancing 
activity, planting trees! This is the 
fourth year that trees have been 

Together (from page 8) 

planted, and the first year’s trees are starting to fill in nicely. 
Mr. Schweiger is looking forward to the fall, as he will begin 
teaching students 
how to shape the 
trees, the 
ultimate goal of 
the project is for 
the school to 
have saleable 
Christmas trees 
which will serve 
as a perpetual 
fundraiser for the 
Agriculture 
program.  

Almost two 
weeks later, on May 5th, the District assisted with the 
coordination of a dairy drive event at the county fairgrounds. 
Across the county, some of our local farms were forced to 

dump their milk, and also 
required to cut their 
production. Dairy farms  
across the state, and 
country, lost a significant 
market when the food 
service industry, like 
restaurants and schools, 
essentially shut down. 
Dairy processors that 
serve those markets could 
not quickly change up 
processing and packaging 
to address the surge in 
demand at the grocery 

store. So that left a lot of excess milk with no place to go. The 
last thing that our dairy farms wanted to do is dispose of their 
milk. So we were able to find a place for some of that milk 
(and sour cream, and yogurt!) to go. The District worked with 
multiple other local agriculture agencies, and with the support 
of Dairy Farmers of America, Chobani, and Cabot were able to 
distribute products to 5 school, 7 food pantries, and the 

See Together, Page 10 
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Together (from page 9) 

remaining product was handed out to 
residents on a first come first serve 
basis at the 
county 

fairgrounds where we served over 850 
vehicles! In a time in which the dairy 
industry needed to continue 
distributing product, and when there 
were so many local families in need 
as a result from being displaced from 
their jobs,  the District felt fortunate to 
be able to coordinate and host such an 
event.   

Two days later, on May 7th, the 
District hosted their first ever online 

Envirothon competition. While the District had already 
planned on creating an online platform for our local schools to 

access, we ended up opening up 
the event to any county or 
school in the state who was 
interested. This effort was made 
in an attempt to aid others, as 
there was feedback from many 
Districts that while they were 
interested in keeping the 
integrity of the program a 
priority, they didn’t feel they 
had the means or experience to 
offer their schools an online 
option.  There were a total of 29 
teams that competed in the 
event, participating counties 
included Columbia, Cortland, 
Kings, Manhattan, Montgomery, 
New York, Niagara, Onondaga, 
Oswego, Rensselaer, Richmond, 
Schoharie, Tioga, and Ulster. As 

a result of this regional event, there will be 15 teams that will 
be advancing to the state event, along with 3 other teams as 
some counties did also host their own online events. The 
outpouring compliments and appreciation from teachers who 
participated was incredible, in fact there wasn’t one teacher 
who didn’t reach out to the District to express their gratitude 
for willingly hosting the event. Ms. Mollie Burgett, teacher 
from Middleburgh Central School District in Schoharie County 
commented that, “I had 9 students participate and it was such a 
wonderful thing to see them collaborating and problem solving 
together and just loving it. We have a solid group of students 
in our school that live for Envirothon and the fact that they got 
to participate in one of their favorite events of the year meant 
the world to them.”  

54 days … while it may have seemed like forever for some, it 
seems to have flown by for the District. In a time where we 
were forced to remain distant, we are able to strengthen 
relationships, continue to support programs at the core of our 
mission, and build community bonds. While the Covid-19 
pandemic is a tragedy that will never be forgotten, it provided 
the District with countless opportunities to support and 
reinforce engagements with our customers, schools, partners, 
and community, and for that reason we find achievement in 
this time of misfortune.  
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Did you know you can use AMAZON Smile to help the NYS Envirothon!  Please use Amazon Smile to 

give back to the Environmental Education Foundation for the 

State Envirothon and the National Envirothon in 2023!  Here 

is the link for amazon smile along with some screenshots of 

what it should look like.  Once you have selected them, it 

works exactly the same as the regular amazon site.  Just note 

that if you go to the regular amazon.com site or use the app 

the charity will not get any donations, you have to use the 

smile.amazon.com site.  If you forget to go to the smile site 

and already have stuff in your cart (in app or on regular 

amazon site), you can still go to the smile site and login and 

the items in your cart will show up on that site too, I did it 

just to try!   Go to:  https://smile.amazon.com & Sign in with 

your amazon account.  This account has already done it, so it 

shows that their supporting the EEF already, but if you 

haven’t yet you should automatically be prompted to pick a 

charity.  Then you just search for “Environmental Education 

Foundation of Soil and Water Conservation” and hit select.  

REMEMBER- note that if you go to the regular amazon.com 

site or use the app the charity will not get any donations; you have to use the smile.amazon.com site.  

Thank you so much! We need all the help we can get.  

Support the NYS Envirothon with Amazon Smile 
Chastity Miller, President, NYS Conservation District Employees’ Association, Inc.  
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Warren County Soil & Water Conservation District Demonstrates Soil 

Health Practices for Community Gardens 
Maren Alexander, District Technician and Nick Rowell, Natural Resource Specialist, Warren County 

Soil and Water Conservation District   

The Warren County Soil & Water 
Conservation District has been working 
with the Warrensburg Beautification 
Committee to bring locally produced 
vegetables to the Warrensburg 
Community. In February, the District 
was awarded an 
urban agriculture conservation grant 
through the National 
Association of Conservation 
Districts (NACD). Warren 
County along with 21 other 
districts across 13 states 
received funding for their 
projects.  

Despite the setbacks from 
COVID-19, the District has 
been at the Warrensburg 
Community Garden setting 
up demonstration plots with 
soil health BMPs that will be 
used for education 
throughout the growing 
season! In addition to 
demonstrating soil health 
improvements, the District is 
offering online workshops on 
establishing long and short-term crops, 

no-till methods, nutrient management, cover crops, row covers 
for pests, and the benefits of mulching and composting for 
water conservation. The grant also includes installing a 
demonstration hedgerow to promote beneficial insects while 
reducing stormwater runoff to Schroon River and building a 
compost area for all the community gardeners to use. 

NACD grant funding gives the District the opportunity to 
work closely with an agricultural community with limited land 

access to maximize 
production while 
understanding the 
importance of 
implementing 
conservation 
practices at all 
scales.  
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Partnership Appreciation Award recipient honored  
Caitlin Stewart, District Manager, Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District   

Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District Manager Caitlin Stewart honored Partnership Appre-

ciation Award recipient Ryan Cunningham at the January 7 Board 

of Directors meeting.  Cunningham is an Associate Environmental 

Analyst of the New York State Soil and Water Conservation Com-

mittee, and works closely with District staff to accomplish their 

mission of  managing and promoting the wise use of natural re-

sources in Hamilton County. 

Stewart presented Cunningham with a framed certificate during the 

board meeting.   

“Ryan’s partnership with the District is commended,” said Stewart.  

“He guided the staff members through the Agricultural Environ-

mental Management application process, participated on the Dis-

trict Technician hiring committee, and volunteered at the Hamilton 

County Envirothon and Conservation Field Day.”   

“Ryan is always prompt with returning my phone calls and email 

messages, and is thorough in his answers and recommendations,” 

continued Stewart.  “He has assisted the District team with count-

less inquiries, and is willing to help in all aspects of District opera-

tions.  He keeps us current with deadlines and grant opportunities, 

and is an absolute pleasure to work with.”      

Directors, staff members, and partners gave Cunningham a round of applause when he was presented the 

2020 Partnership Appreciation Award. 

The District has been working to manage and promote the wise use of natural resources in Hamilton County 

since 1965.  For more information go to www.hcswcd.com or call 518-548-3991.  
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Photo Album 

Warren County SWCD District Manager  

Jim Liberum's son.   

Cindy Williams, Secretary/Treasurer from our 
office is retiring on May 29.  She won the Div. 
III merit award this year but did not attend the 
banquet.  Attached is a photo of her with her 

award if you want to use it and add a message 
that she is leaving the SWCD family on 05/29, 

with 34 years and 10 days of service! 

Seneca County Soil & Water Conservation District staff assisting CCE with hand sanitizer pick up at the 
State Fairgrounds.  Districts are partnering with CCE to help out during these difficult times. 
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Quartz intrusion.  Photo by Warren County SWCD 

District Manager Jim Liberum. 

Photo Album 

Yellowwood.  Photo by Warren County 

SWCD District Manager Jim Liberum. 

Flower crab spider on witch hobble.   Photo by 

Hamilton County SWCD District Manager 

Caitlin Stewart. 

Early blue cohash   Photo by Hamilton 

County SWCD Technician Jaime Parslow.   
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Partridgeberry.  Photo by Warren County 

SWCD District Manager Jim Liberum. 

Adirondack Moose encountered just north of Speculator.   

Photo by Warren County SWCD’s Maren Alexander, 

District Technician. 

Photo Album 

CDEA Wine and Pint Glass Tour  
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CDEA Wine and Pint Glass Tour  
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New York State Conservation District Employees’ Association, Inc. 

Executive Committee Members  

Chastity Miller, President 

Dustin Lewis, Vice President 

Caitlin Stewart, Secretary  

Kristin White, Treasurer 

Dean Moore, Member at Large 

Division Representatives 

Scott Collins, Division I 

Aaron Buchta, Division II 

Raeanne Dulanski, Division III 

Shawn Murphy, Division IV 

Kristin Ballou, Division V 

Amber Luke, Division VI 

Erin Sommerville, Division VII 

Ann Marie Calabro, Division VIII 

www.nyscdea.com 


