Cover Photo
Essex County farm planted 90 acres of Cover Crops this spring through Climate Resilient
Farm Program. Photo by Olivia Dickenson, Conservation District Technician, Essex County
Soil and Water Conservation District.

A Letter from the CDEA President
What a year! Since symposium our lives have all changed. Covid-19 has closed offices separated friends
and scared everyone. While this has been a very challenging time Districts have continued to work hard to
provide programs and assistance to the public and producers. Thank you so much to all of our District
employees have been working hard to figure out how to keep things going and to keep it together! While
things have changed, we are still working on District programs and trainings.
Conservation Skills is taking a bit of a different look this year. The Conservation Skills Workshop
Committee is working hard on planning a modified event to make sure people can still participate while
meeting state Covid-19 requirements. The plan is a set of online classes the week of September 14-18, and a
regional field portion of that class September 21-25. You will see a registration in early August so stay
tuned.
Water Quality Symposium is being planned as a regular even at this time. It will be at the Hilton Double
Tree again March 9-12, 2021. We will continue to have the 5 tracks- Agriculture lead by Al Fagan, NonAgriculture lead by Jessica Verrigni, Forestry lead by Kristin Ballou, Education lead by Caitlin Stewart and
clerks lead by Chastity Miller, Diana Thorn and Bethany Comella. The WQS takes alot of work to put
together, from classes, entertainment, hotel accommodations, food and technology. If you would like to
assist in any of these aspects please contact myself of Dustin Lewis.
Summer is here! Many of us have been out in the field working on many different projects! While you are
out their take a few moments to stop take some photos, write a few sentences and share it with all of us in
the CDEA news. You know we all like to see the awesome things we are all doing! Admit it you look at the
newsletter for some cool photos!
I cannot say it enough THANK YOU all for your continued hard work and dedication to Districts. I know
we do it because we love it, but a thank you is well deserved!
Stay strong, stay healthy, stay sane and stay positive! Hugh Hammond Bennett said “If we are bold in our
thinking, courageous in accepting new ideas, and willing to work with instead of against our land, we shall
find in conservation farming an avenue to the greatest food production the world has ever known - not only
for the war, but for the peace that is to follow.”
Thank you everyone!
Chastity Miller
President- NYSCDEA
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2020 Conservation Skills Workshop

Tom Eskildsen, Yates County Soil and Water Conservation District
Plans for the 2020 conservation skills workshop are progressing but in a very different fashion from
previous years. The plan for the workshop will be one day of online training followed by regional inperson single day training sessions. Classes and locations for the workshops were selected based upon a
statewide interested survey sent out. Registration for the workshop will be out early August. The on-line
training is planned for the week of September 14th with the field class portion scheduled for the week of
September 21st. Keep on the look-out for registrations!

On-line NYS DEC Endorsed 4-Hour Erosion & Sediment Control Class
FREE for District Employees
Chastity Miller, District Manager, Franklin County Soil and Water Conservation District
Do you want to take the NYS DEC Endorsed 4-Hour Erosion & Sediment Control Online Training or do you
need to renew your training? Guess what? It is free for District employees! The 4-Hour Erosion & Sediment
Control Training is a required course for certain contractors, subcontractors, consultants, and other qualified
individuals that will be involved with the implementation of the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan on a
construction site that has coverage under a NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) State
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) permit for Stormwater Discharges from construction
activity. The certification received by this course is viable for 3 years from the date that the training was
completed. This course is required for new employees involved in such activity as well as individuals who
have not taken the course within the past 3 years. Under the SPDES General Permit for Stormwater
Discharges from Construction Activity, certain contractors (Trained Contractor) and certain Qualified
Inspectors are required to complete 4 hours of Department endorsed training in the principles and practices of
erosion and sediment control (E&SC) every 3 years.
The online course has slides where each slide has an audio from the presenters (PJ Emerick, Jessica Verrigni,
and Kelly Emerick) and the slides will advance automatically once the audio has been completed (most slides
have time at the end for review before advancing).
The training is broken down into sections, and at the end of each section there is a brief quiz (5 questions
each). Registrants have two attempts to answer each question correctly before they can move on; however,
they will not fail if they do not get the questions correct on the quiz.
Once you have completed the training a link to provide their information will open where you will need to
follow the instructions to submit your information and obtain their certificate and wallet card. The Registrants
should receive their certificate and wallet card via email within a few days but no more than fourteen (14)
days.
The course fee for currently employed Soil and Water Conservation District Employees is FREE. The
Districts will need to know the code which is on SharePoint under "Resources for Districts" so they are not
sent to the payment page. People can also contact Kristin White for the code as well. Take advantage of this!
It is important!
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Micro Irrigation

Katie Sommerfeldt. Orleans County Soil and Water Conservation District
Orleans County SWCD was fortunate enough to receive funding through the AEM Round 16
Implementation Grant for cost sharing the installation of 40 acres of Micro Irrigation on a local farm. After
spending the winter months designing and obtaining cost estimates, the farm was ready to install the drip
irrigation system on their newly planted apple orchard.
Micro irrigation is the frequent application of small quantities of
water on/ below the soil surface. It works by placing a line of
tubing along the row of plants (in this case the base of the trees)
and slowly releases water through appropriately spaced emitters.
Because the water is delivered straight to the plants root zone, it
results in little to no runoff, and a uniform distribution of
irrigation water.
Before the farm switched to drip irrigation, they were using an
overhead reel irrigation
system. This old system
applied 40,000 to 80,000
gallons of water per acre
per day, and is then
moved to the next site.
This method can apply
Installing the drip irrigation’s main line water faster than the soil
Drip tubing installed and watering the can absorb it, causing the
apple trees
excess to pool and runoff
the field. In contrast, the
drip irrigation system is designed to mimic a soft, steady rain, and
would apply 1,200 to 2,400 gallons per acre per day over a period of
several days.
This system takes into consideration the soils water holding capacity
and reduces the amount of pooling runoff. Additionally, it eliminates
Drip tubing installed and watering
the direct contact of irrigation water to the consumable parts of the
the apple trees.
plant, reducing any potential health risks associated with agricultural
waters. This system took just over a month to install all the mainlines and the trip tubing running down each
orchard row. Now the farm can irrigate their apple orchard in an environmentally sound manner, while
conserving water and reducing erosion into the nearby streams.
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The New York State Envirothon & NCF-Envirothon – New York
Blanche L. Hurlbutt, Chair
NEW YORK STATE ENVIROTHON:
Most of you may know that the 2020 NYS Envirothon was held online on Thursday, May 28th . and it was a
great event. We have a great group of committee members who have worked hard all year to make this event
such a wonderful program. It is our hope that you will be a part of this great program. We appreciate all the
folks that step-up and volunteer each year. We are looking forward to 2021 at Hobart & William Smith
Colleges, Geneva, NY.
2021 New York State Envirothon
Date: Wednesday, May 26 – Thursday, May 27, 2020
Place: Hobart & William Smith Colleges, Geneva, NY
Hope to see you there!! Come join the fun!!! Volunteer or become a committee member!!
2024 NCF-ENVIROTHON – NEW YORK:
GREAT NEWS!!! New York State will be hosting the 2024 NCF-Envirothon international event. We have
sent out requests for folks to join the NY – NCF Envirothon committee. We have chair positions open such
as Secretary, Volunteer Coordinator, and Treasurer, as well as we NEED subcommittee members. We need
these folks to make this seven-day event a great success like we did back in 2007 when NY hosted the
national Canon Envirothon. This is a great undertaking, but a very worth-while event. Soon we will be
asking each District to support this major event in several different ways. It is our hope you as Districts &
their Board of Directors will support this event with funding, staffing, and anyway they can. We understand
budgets will be tight going forward, but Districts will have four years to show their funding support before
the event happens.
NYACD, NYS Envirothon, & the NY-NCF Envirothon committee appreciates any & everything you can do
to support these events. NYACD is discussing and making plans to help support this international event as
well as continuing to support the NYS Envirothon. Please join them in doing so by including in your annual
budget funds for the NY-NCF Envirothon, allow staff to join the committee &/or subcommittee.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact Blanche Hurlbutt at (607) 965-6316 (home # is best to
reach me) or any NYS Envirothon committee members; JoAnn Kurtis, NRCS Earth Team Volunteer, Bob
Shenk, Cattaraugus SWCD, Al Fagan, Wyoming SWCD, Chelsea White, Steuben SWCD, Miranda
Palmer, Tioga SWCD, Susan Odell, Suffolk SWCD, MaryLynne Malone, Educator, Ernie Swift,
NYACD, Tony Lufan Ye, Volunteer, Allycia Leach, Franklin SWCD, Kristin White, Seneca SWCD,
Dean Moore, Warren SWCD, Paul Gier, Empire Society.
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NYACD News
Blanche L. Hurlbutt, Executive Director
On Wednesday evening, July 8th the NYACD Executive Board met to discuss how or if NYACD should
move forward with their annual training & business meeting. After much discussion of all the pros and cons
it was decided that NYACD will NOT hold the training session of our annual event. However, it was determined that we would hold the annual business meeting. The Executive Board felt it was important for us to
hold that portion of our annual session. After determining this it was decided that we would hold a virtual
meeting. The details & agenda will be worked out in the next few weeks. Once everything has been set in
place for the virtual meeting, we will notify the Directors & Districts.
NYACD Annual Business Virtual Meeting
Date: October 21, 2020
Time: 6:00 P.M.
We are working on many projects as usual at this time of year to move forward helping increase awareness of
what soil & water conservation districts do for their landowners, counties, and neighbors.
Have a great summer!!!!
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The Ultimate Chocolate Chip Cooke Recipe

Lindsey M. Gerstenslager, District Manager, Wayne County Soil & Water Conservation District
I have been working on coming up with an ultimate CCC. Thought I would share for the District news as a
pick me up for some of the Districts that are still home or for the chocolate aholics like myself.
Best Chocolate Chip Cookie Recipe
1.5 sticks soften butter (not melted not margarine)
1 egg beaten
3/4 c packed brown sugar
1 tsp vanilla
(MIX all wet ingredients)
Add slowly to wet ingredients:
2 cups flour
1/4 tsp salt
1 tsp baking soda
Fold in 2 cups Toll House Dark Chocolate Chips - Yes splurge on them you won't regret it. (Dollar General
has the best price on them). In 1 in balls or a lg cookie scoop (9 to a cookie sheet) back 10 minutes at 375
degrees. Pull out and let set on the cookie sheet for 3 minutes. Move to a cooling spot or enjoy. Makes 2.5
dozen without snitching the dough!
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Upper Susquehanna Coalition (USC) received the Arbor Day Foundation’s
Headwaters Award
Lydia Brinkley, USC Buffer Coordinator

USC staff, members and partners work hard to
develop and support innovative programming in
the watershed to address both water quality and
quantity needs. Being recognized at the national
level for our effort is a tribute to our work and
everyone that is involved in these efforts shares
in our success.”

This past Arbor Day (April 21st), the
Upper Susquehanna Coalition (USC)
received the Arbor Day Foundation’s
Headwaters Award for innovative programs “that support the improvement
of water quality and quantity through
forestry activities” (https://
www.arborday.org/media/
pressreleases/pressrelease.cfm?
id=477). The USC is a coalition of 22
Soil and Water Conservation Districts
in NY and PA that geographically encompass the headwaters to the Chesapeake Bay. They were nominated for
the development and use of programs
that focus on the restoration and longterm functionality of riparian areas,
and for the USC Buffer Team’s planting of 10,000 native trees and shrubs
within riparian areas in 2018. A year
later, in 2019, the USC coordinated the
planting of over 40,000 plants in riparian areas! Wendy Walsh, USC Watershed Coordinator stated that “it is an
honor for the USC to be recognized by
the Arbor Day Foundation as this
year's Headwaters Award winner! The

The USC Buffer Team is made up of two dedicated USC staff members, several SWCD staff
members, as well as seasonal interns from
throughout the watershed. Most of the plants
that are directly planted by the USC Buffer Team
are provided through the NYS Department of
Environmental Conservation’s Trees for Tributaries Program and are planted on sites throughout the Upper Susquehanna Watershed as a group effort, often
utilizing volunteers. While focusing on restoring riparian areas
adjacent to agricultural land, the team facilitates riparian restoration on any type of land where there is a willing landowner and
reasonable opportunity. Tree planting within wetland, riparian,
or upland areas all benefit water quality through nutrient uptake
therefore reduce the amount of nutrients reaching our waterways.
Planting trees also has numerous other benefits such as habitat
creation, streambank stabilization, and by reducing the timing
and quantity of peak storm flows.
Physically planting trees is only one way that the USC contributes to reforestation. While the USC plans and coordinates riparian and wetland reforestation through federal, state, and other local programs, they also provide funding opportunities and programs focusing on riparian and wetland restoration. One example is the USC Buffer Steward program that aids in the establishment of riparian forests by providing funding and training for
stewards throughout the watershed to steward these newly planted areas. Stewards monitor for tree and shrub survival and perform establishment activities such as addressing competing vegetation.
Connecting the USC’s mission of protecting and enhancing water
quality and natural resources to habitat restoration within the
headwaters to the Chesapeake Bay has led to the implementation
of many reforestation projects. The USC prioritizes funding for
See Headwaters Award, page 6.
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Headwaters Award (from page 5)
projects that provide habitat for brook
trout, hellbenders, and pearly mussels
through tree planting along with rotational grazing best management practices. With helpful funding from partners such as the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation, the US Forest
Service, Natural Resource Conservation Services, NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets,
and One Tree Planted, the USC to
plant thousands of native trees and
shrubs throughout the headwaters to
the Chesapeake Bay. Congratulations
to all of the USC member SWCDs for
their dedication to reforestation that
lead to this award!
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Franklin County provides a Mosquito Dunk Program
Chastity Miller, Franklin County Soil and Water Conservation District
For the last few years, the Franklin County Soil and Water Conservation District has obtained Mosquito
Dunks from the NYS Department of Health. You may ask why? Well mosquitoes can act as vectors for
many disease-causing viruses and parasites. Infected mosquitoes carry these organisms from person to person without exhibiting symptoms themselves. Mosquito-borne diseases include:
malaria, west nile virus, yellow fever and
zika. Mosquito Dunks are a safe, nontoxic way to kill mosquitoes. Using a
bacteria toxic only to mosquito larvae,
they kill mosquitoes within hours and last
for 30 days or more. Mosquito Dunks are
a highly effective, low impact mosquito
killer. It is the only mosquito product that
uses BTI, a bacteria deadly to mosquito
larvae but harmless to other living things.
BTI specifically targets mosquitoes, killing mosquito larvae before they become
biting, disease-carrying adults. Mosquito
Dunks are safe to use around people,
pets, birds, wildlife and fish. Mosquito
Dunks have been registered by the EPA
for use in animal watering troughs and
fish habitats.
The Dunks are:
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Formulated to release effective levels
of BTI for a period of 30 days Or
More
Active material is released at the surface as well as gradually settling to the bottom
May be used in all types of containerized mosquito breeding areas
Can be anchored using a string tied through the hole in the center or staked in place
Alternate wetting and drying will not reduce their effectiveness
Safe for use in fish Habitats and Animal watering troughs
Effective in controlling 100 Square feet of water for at least thirty days
Great for use in flower pots, tree holes, bird Baths, roof gutters, rain barrels, old tires, unused swimming
pools, and Animal watering troughs
2 Per card

The District has handed out over 4,000 dunks per year for the last 2 years. This year we have obtained another 4,000 to hand out from the office. In the past we have provided the dunks at our location at the county
fair and at the office. Because the fair has been canceled this year we will only have them at the office. We
now have people calling in the spring to get them every year. While it takes up space they do work great and
are very easy to use! This is one of the projects that the District uses for our Part C- Conservation in the
Community program.
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Getting Shock Value to the Back Forty
Troy Bishopp, Madison County Soil and Water Conservation District / USC Grazing Guy
Last month, we completed an organic 4 strand high tensile pasture system fence with a stream and pond buffer.
The concern was providing enough shock value at this remote location to manage the animals and give the
farmer peace of mind. Using the typical recommendation of one joule per mile of fence to maintain an
acceptable voltage, (>3000 volts), we settled on a 16 joule battery/plug-in optional unit with solar panels.
Working with the nice folks at Kencove Farm
Fence (Kencove.com), on our first off-the-grid
fencing project, we designed a system that was
semi-portable, in-budget and would work
consistently. Design criteria included locating a
due-south, sunny spot away from public view,
having enough solar panel (10 watts per joule) to
keep batteries charged, putting in 6 ground rods,
installing fence switches and building a practical,
water-proof, “fencer station” where fence
components can be disassembled and put away
for the winter.
Our basic system to power 15,000 feet of 4
strand fence was around $1500 (Fencer-$360, 2200 watt portable solar panels-$792, 2-Marine
The beginning of the fencer station.
batteries-$230, Grounding system-$100, Wood$50 plus labor). So far the system is delivering over 8000 volts of animal control but will likely diminish as
weed load progresses. It has been a positive experience and we will continue to monitor the installation for
ruggedness and sustainability. The solar panels have a 5 year warranty and the fencer has a 2 year warranty.
If you have a fence/fencer question, we’re happy to share our experiences.

Panels are connected to their own batteries which are then
wired together in series.
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Support the NYS Envirothon with Amazon Smile

Chastity Miller, President, NYS Conservation District Employees’ Association, Inc.
Did you know you can use AMAZON Smile to help the NYS Envirothon! Please use Amazon Smile to
give back to the Environmental Education Foundation for the
State Envirothon and the National Envirothon in 2023! Here
is the link for amazon smile along with some screenshots of
what it should look like. Once you have selected them, it
works exactly the same as the regular amazon site. Just note
that if you go to the regular amazon.com site or use the app
the charity will not get any donations, you have to use the
smile.amazon.com site. If you forget to go to the smile site
and already have stuff in your cart (in app or on regular
amazon site), you can still go to the smile site and login and
the items in your cart will show up on that site too, I did it
just to try! Go to: https://smile.amazon.com & Sign in with
your amazon account. This account has already done it, so it
shows that their supporting the EEF already, but if you
haven’t yet you should automatically be prompted to pick a
charity. Then you just search for “Environmental Education
Foundation of Soil and Water Conservation” and hit select.
REMEMBER- note that if you go to the regular amazon.com
site or use the app the charity will not get any donations; you have to use the smile.amazon.com site.
Thank you so much! We need all the help we can get.
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International Paper Foundation supports Leaf Munchers project
Caitlin Stewart, Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District
The International Paper Foundation
supported the Hamilton County Soil
and Water Conservation District’s
(District) Leaf Munchers project with a
grant award of $2,000. The District
closed out the grant that taught Hamilton County students how to rear and
release leaf-munching beetles to keep
the invasive wetland plant purple
loosestrife in check. A movie explains
the harmful impacts of purple loosestrife and shows how to raise Galerucella beetles as biocontrol agents of

purple loosestrife.
District staff teamed
up with Lake Pleasant
Central School’s science teacher Vanessa
Saltis to coordinate a
presentation in June,
2017. Students
learned the definition
of invasive species as
well as how leafdevouring beetles help
control invasive purple
loosestrife.
“An invasive species
is a species that has
been introduced into
an area and causes
harm,” said Lake
Pleasant Central
School student Carter
Orr.

An adult Galerucella beetle feeds on a
potted purple loosestrife plant inside a
hatchery.

Beetles are reared in a hatchery at the
Hamilton County Soil and Water
Conservation District office.

“I learned that purple loosestrife is an invasive species,” Lake
Pleasant Central School Bentley Lane said. “It takes over other
plants that are native and clogs waterways. Beetles eat purple
loosestrife leaves so they cannot reproduce.”
Purple loosestrife has invaded Hamilton County’s
wetlands, ditches, gardens, roadsides, and shorelines. Harmful impacts include reduced biodiversity of native plants, degraded wetland habitat, and
clogged waterways.
Identification features of this invasive plant include
magenta flowers that bloom from July through September, square stems, and lance-shaped leaves.
Plants can tower over five feet in height.
Leaf-feeding beetles belonging to the genus Galerucella are excellent biocontrol agents of purple
loosestrife. They feed on loosestrife leaves and prevent plants from photosynthesizing, or making
food. Damage impacts growth and seed production,
and helps control purple loosestrife populations.

“These insects are voracious herbivores that are
Lake Pleasant Central School students and teachers host-specific to invasive purple loosestrife,” District
make a plant bridge that leads Galerucella beetles out Manager Caitlin Stewart said. “Studies show that
of the hatchery and into the wild where they will eat
and help control invasive purple loosestrife.
See Munchers, page 13.
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Munchers (from page 12)
beetles do not adversely impact native
vegetation. Galerucella beetles depend
on purple loosestrife to complete their
life cycle, and as plants die back, beetle
populations crash.”
Beetles were reared in homemade
hatcheries at the Districts office. Staff
transplanted purple loosestrife plants
into pots then placed in wading pools
filled with water
to create the perfect wetland habitat. Netting was
wrapped around
pots and plants.
Adult beetles
were released into
the nurseries, reproduced, and
their populations
exploded.

hatcheries and created bridges with purple loosestrife stems to
help the hungry beetles move into their new habitat. The beetles
will eat purple loosestrife, decrease invasive plant populations,
and continue to thrive until food supplies run low.
“There are many partners to thank for the success of this project,
including the International Paper Foundation; Lake Pleasant Central School; Alex Bielli, Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District Water Quality Intern; Barbara McIlroy; the
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation;
Nick Rowell, Warren
County Soil and Water
Conservation District; and
the Adirondack Watershed
Institute” Stewart said.
To watch the movie, visit
www.hcswacd.com.

The Leaf Munchers project
educated the future stewards of the environment,
and got conservation on the
ground by managing invaAfter 60 days of
sive plats with biocontrol
living in the
beetles. As invasive purple
The
leaf
munchers
team
poses
for
a
group
photo
after
hatcheries, it was
loosestrife populations dereleasing
beetles
as
biocontrol
agents
of
invasive
purple
time to release the
crease, native plants will
loosestrife at Oxbow Lake.
beetles. A beetle
hopefully regain a foot
release event was
hold,
benefiting
the
environment
and
the
economy.
held at the Oxbow Inn where purple
loosestrife aggressively grows along
the shoreline of Oxbow Lake. Local
students and adults joined in the festivities, and learned about the adverse impacts of purple loosestrife before releasing the beetles into the wild.

The District has been working to manage and promote the wise
use of natural resources in Hamilton County since 1965. For
more information go to www.hcswcd.com or call 518-548-3991.

Students removed the netting from the

Students learn that invasive purple loosestrife plants have
square stems from Hamilton County Soil and Water
Conservation District Manager Caitlin Stewart during an
educational event held on Oxbow Lake.
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Photo Album

Photo found on the internet by Chastity Miller, District Manager,
Franklin County SWCD .
Photo by Photo by Anna JockMiller, daughter of Chastity
Miller, District Manager,
Franklin County SWCD.

Photo by Photo by Anna Jock-Miller, daughter of
Chastity Miller, District Manager,
Franklin County SWCD.

Photo by Photo by Anna Jock-Miller, daughter of
Chastity Miller, District Manager, Franklin
County SWCD.
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Photo Album

Grain bin rainbow. Photo
by Troy Bishopp, Madison
County Soil and Water
Conservation District.
Rainbow start in Oneida County.
Photo by Troy Bishopp, Madison
County Soil and Water Conservation
District.

Storm cloud recedes over
Rollins Pond. Photo by
Troy Bishopp, Madison
County Soil and Water
Conservation District.

Storm rolling in. Photo by Troy
Bishopp, Madison County Soil and
Water Conservation District.
Rainbow over a Black Walnut planting site
in Herkimer County. Photo by Troy
Bishopp, Madison County Soil and Water
Conservation District.
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Photo Album

Summer intern Harleigh hydroseeding in the Town of Jay.
Photo by Olivia Dickenson, Conservation District
Technician, Essex County Soil and Water Conservation
District.

Split Rock Falls. Photo by Olivia
Dickenson, Conservation District
Technician, Essex County Soil
and Water Conservation District.

Ausable River near Ausable Chasm. Photo by Olivia
Dickenson, Conservation District Technician, Essex
County Soil and Water Conservation District.
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Paul Smiths VIC Heron Marsh. Photo by
Olivia Dickenson, Conservation District
Technician, Essex County Soil and Water
Conservation District.

Photo Album

Photo by Olivia Dickenson, Conservation District Technician, Essex County Soil and Water
Conservation District.

Grumpy toad. Photo by Caitlin Stewart, Hamilton
County Soil and Water Conservation District.
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