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The sun setting over Yellow Foxtail (Setaria pumila) just starting to go to seed as summer 
2020 is nearing its end.  Photo by Amber Luke, Natural Resources Conservation Technician,  
Washington County Soil and Water Conservation District.   

Cover Photo 
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Rensselaer County Soil and Water Conservation District Projects 
Megan P. Myers,  Conservation District Technician, Rensselaer County Soil & Water Conservation  

Aquatic Invasive Species Project 

Photograph of Howie Miller and Megan Myers, Conservation District Technicians of the Rensselaer 
County SWCD, surveying for Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) on the Tomhannock Reservoir to help 
protect the water quality of this public drinking 
water supply.  The Rensselaer County SWCD is 
currently in the early stages of working with 
PRISM and NYSDEC on an AIS Removal Plan 
project in the Tomhannock Reservoir (a public 
drinking water supply).  Only one quarter of the 
reservoir was surveyed for AIS so far, and within 
that section, eighty (80) acres of AIS was surveyed 
in.  The AIS included but not limited to Water 
Chestnut, Curly Leaf Pondweed, Eurasian Milfoil 
and Brittle Naiad.  

Trash on the Tomhannock Reservoir 

On Saturday August 15, the Rensselaer County SWCD attended a ‘Trash Pick Up’ around the Tomhannock 
Reservoir, coordinated by their partner, the Rensselaer County Conservation Alliance (RCCA).   The event 
did a successful job at cleaning up trash around an important public drinking water supply that serves 

residents, industries, and 
commercial customers 
throughout the Cities of 
Troy and Rensselaer and 
Towns of East Greenbush, 
North Greenbush, 
Brunswick, Schaghticoke, 
Poestenkill, and Halfmoon, 
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Before.   

Forest Conservation Planning and an Implementation Track available for 

AEM Year 16 in Division V 
Kristin Ballou, District Forester, Franklin County Soil & Water Conservation District 

AEM Year 16, among other changes 

and additions, has included the addi-

tion of Forest Conservation Planning 

and an Implementation Track. This 

has made the AEM Program a lot 

more popular in Division V.  

This producer project was implement-

ed for a producer with a maple and 

vegetable operation. A logging opera-

tion was conducted in the Spring of 

2019 to improve the health of the for-

est, improve the maple sap potential 

and increase the amount of desired 

regeneration. Following the harvest, 

no Forestry Best Management Prac-

tices were installed by the logging 

contractor. Trails were left rutted, ex-

isting culverts were crushed and 

broad-based dips were filled in. The 

main skid trail leaving the landing is 

on a 17% slope and extends for 900 

feet. This trail was severely rutted and was acting as a major con-

duit for water and sediment transport. Once the flow reached the 

landing it entered a roadside ditch and travelled 1500 feet to Up-

per Chateaugay Lake.  

This project is located in Clinton County and allowed for great 

partnership. A Forest Conservation Plan was written for the land-

owner by Franklin County Soil & Water Conservation District, 

funding was obtained through AEM Year 16 Implementation 

Funds, the project was implemented by a contractor and staff from 

Clinton and Franklin County offices and a straw mulcher was 

loaned by Essex County Soil & Water to complete the project.  

The main goals of this project were to remove standing water on 

trails, cease rutting of substrate, and to cease the sheet erosion tak-

ing place. To accomplish these goals 14 diversions were installed 

including 1 rock lined ditch with rock check dams, 7 rubber belt 

deflectors and 6 culverts; and 1.1 acres of conservation cover was 

planted and mulched. 

After.   

See AEM, page 5   
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AEM (from page 4) 

See AEM, page 6.   
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AEM (from page 5) 

Before   

After  

Jillian learning to drive a tractor! 
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Tioga County Soil and Water Conservation District Premiers Tioga County 
Dairy Tails Series 
Miranda Palmer, Administrative Assistant, Tioga County Soil and Water Conservation District  

For the last 13 years, the Tioga Coun-
ty Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict has worked with local partners to 
host an annual event, Sundaes at this 
Farm. This year, the District had to 
make the difficult decision to cancel 
the event that attracts nearly 1,000 
community members every year due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Each year the premise of the event 
remains the same, a free celebration 
of local agriculture that brings the 
public to a different farm where they 
are able to enjoy locally grown foods 
and other products while experiencing 
the farm firsthand. Additionally, at-
tendees are able to meet and engage 
with the farm family and learn about 
agriculture from various agencies and 
businesses. Sundaes at the Farm is a 
cherished community event where 
you’ll always find the Tioga County 
dairy princess speaking about the ben-
efits of local dairy and serving milk 
punch; people eating free ice cream 
sundaes with locally made toppings; 
families shopping the farmers market 
comprised of various local foods and 
products, and learning stations staged 
throughout the farm where attendees 
are able to learn about different farm 
operations.  

With Sundaes at the Farm off the ta-
ble for 2020, District staff went back 
to the drawing board. A big part of 
Sundaes at the Farm is the family 
farm video that is made beforehand 
for advertising purposes. It is always 
a big hit! Based on the success of 
these videos, the District began to vis-
ualize a small series of videos that 
promoted and showcased both local 

dairy farms and farm owners working to be good stewards of the 
environment. And so, Tioga County Dairy Tails, was born.  

This series of video’s can be found on both the District’s Face-
book Page and YouTube Page. Videos have reached more viewers 
than ever anticipated, and with a post reach of over 40k people in 
just the first four days, the District couldn’t be happier!  A brief 
description of each video, and the link to the video are as follows.  

 

Dead End Farm: Dead End Farm kicks off the Tioga County Dairy 

Tail’s series, with the Whittemore family welcoming you to their 

family farm, located in the Town of Candor, New York. Farmers 

Ben, Kate, and Will are “ag-cited” to show you around their family 

farm and teach you about their organic operation, grazing cows, and 

their new livestock watering project!  

Lawton Jersey Farm: On this episode of Tioga County Dairy 

Tails, you’ll meet the Lawton Family, from Newark Valley, New 

York. Lawton’s Jersey Farm is a multi-generational farm, with deep 

community roots. Watch this video to learn more about the benefits 

of cover cropping, and how the Lawton’s work to remain good 

stewards of the environment! 

Mead Farm: Today on Tioga County Dairy Tails, we’re visiting 

the Mead Family Farm located in the hills of Owego, New York. 

Watch this video to learn more about the 6 generations that are 

working on this CAFO size dairy farm, and all the practices they’ve 

installed to remain compliant with New York State rules and regula-

tions regarding their large farm size. Environmental sustainability 

and conservation is of upmost important to this family farm! 

Kwiatkowski Brother’s Dairy Farm:  On this episode of Tioga 

County Dairy Tail’s we celebrate Tri Kay Dairy Farm, run by the 

Kwiatkowski family. This family farm located in Owego, New 

York, received the 2020 Agricultural Environmental Management 

award from the Tioga County Soil and Water Conservation District. 

Check out the projects that they’ve implemented that helped them to 

win the award, and don’t miss their unique feeding system! 

Luszczek Family Farm: On this final episode of Tioga County 

Dairy Tails, we’re visiting the small town of Speedsville, New 

York, where we’ll meet the Luszczek family. Parents Chris and 

Debbie, and sons Josh and Chris Jr., will show us around their farm, 

and Mike from the Tioga County Soil and Water Conservation Dis-

trict will discuss the importance of streambank stabilization on 

farms!  
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Ronny was at Riverfest 2020 in Lewis County!  Ronny posed for lots of phots ops, laughed it up with one of 
the paddlers and even had his photo taken with Congresswoman Elise Stafanik! 
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Last month, we completed an organic 4 strand high tensile pasture system fence with a stream and pond buffer.  

The concern was providing enough shock value at this remote location to manage the animals and give the 

farmer peace of mind.  Using the typical recommendation of one joule per mile of fence to maintain an 

acceptable voltage, (>3000 volts), we settled on a 16 joule battery/plug-in optional unit with solar panels. 

Working with the nice folks at Kencove Farm 

Fence (Kencove.com), on our first off-the-grid 

fencing project, we designed a system that was 

semi-portable, in-budget and would work 

consistently.  Design criteria included locating a 

due-south, sunny spot away from public view, 

having enough solar panel (10 watts per joule) to 

keep batteries charged, putting in 6 ground rods, 

installing fence switches and building a practical, 

water-proof, “fencer station” where fence 

components can be disassembled and put away 

for the winter.   

Our basic system to power 15,000 feet of 4 

strand fence was around $1500 (Fencer-$360, 2-

200 watt portable solar panels-$792, 2-Marine 

batteries-$230, Grounding system-$100, Wood-

$50 plus labor).  So far the system is delivering over 8000 volts of animal control but will likely diminish as 

weed load progresses.  It has been a positive experience and we will continue to monitor the installation for 

ruggedness and sustainability.  The solar panels have a 5 year warranty and the fencer has a 2 year warranty.  

If you have a fence/fencer question, we’re happy to share our experiences.  

Getting Shock Value to the Back Forty  
Troy Bishopp, Madison County Soil and Water Conservation District / USC Grazing Guy 

The beginning of the fencer station.   

Panels are connected to their own batteries which are then 

wired together in series.   
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Did you know you can use AMAZON Smile to help the NYS Envirothon!  Please use Amazon Smile to 

give back to the Environmental Education Foundation for the 

State Envirothon and the National Envirothon in 2023!  Here 

is the link for amazon smile along with some screenshots of 

what it should look like.  Once you have selected them, it 

works exactly the same as the regular amazon site.  Just note 

that if you go to the regular amazon.com site or use the app 

the charity will not get any donations, you have to use the 

smile.amazon.com site.  If you forget to go to the smile site 

and already have stuff in your cart (in app or on regular 

amazon site), you can still go to the smile site and login and 

the items in your cart will show up on that site too, I did it 

just to try!   Go to:  https://smile.amazon.com & Sign in with 

your amazon account.  This account has already done it, so it 

shows that their supporting the EEF already, but if you 

haven’t yet you should automatically be prompted to pick a 

charity.  Then you just search for “Environmental Education 

Foundation of Soil and Water Conservation” and hit select.  

REMEMBER- note that if you go to the regular amazon.com 

site or use the app the charity will not get any donations; you have to use the smile.amazon.com site.  

Thank you so much! We need all the help we can get.  

Support the NYS Envirothon with Amazon Smile 
Chastity Miller, President, NYS Conservation District Employees’ Association, Inc.  
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Photo Album 

Photo by Amber Luke, Natural Resources 
Conservation Technician,  Washington County Soil 

and Water Conservation District.   

Sunset over Lake Bonaparte on 7/12/20, Harrisville 

NY in the foothills of the Adirondacks (Lewis 

County).  Photo by Carla Yaw, Treasurer, Lewis 

County Soil & Water Conservation District 

Rensselaer County intern Laura Bornt and 

NRCS Emma Downing being trained in GPS 

surveying by NRCS  Jerry Lewis, P.E. 

NRCS.  Photo by Nick Halford, District 

Agronomist Technician, Rensselaer County 

Soil & Water Conservation District .     
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Photo Album 

Surveying diversion ditches above Keuka Lake. 
Photos by Tom Eskildsen, Yates County Soil & Water Conservation District 

Cole Hartman from Yates County Soil & Water out surveying some pasture.  Can you tell which one he is?  
Photo by Tom Eskildsen, Yates County Soil & Water Conservation District 
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Photo Album 

Wheat just before harvest on Edgefield Farm in Reber. 
Photo by Alice Halloran, District Manager, 

Essex County Soil and Water Conservation District 

Mushrooms are out!  
Photo by Alice Halloran, District 

Manager, 
Essex County Soil and Water 

Conservation District 
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New York State Conservation District Employees’ Association, Inc. 

Executive Committee Members  

Chastity Miller, President 

Dustin Lewis, Vice President 

Caitlin Stewart, Secretary  

Kristin White, Treasurer 

Dean Moore, Member at Large 

Division Representatives 

Scott Collins, Division I 

Aaron Buchta, Division II 

Raeanne Dulanski, Division III 

Shawn Murphy, Division IV 

Kristin Ballou, Division V 

Amber Luke, Division VI 

Erin Sommerville, Division VII 

Ann Marie Calabro, Division VIII 

www.nyscdea.com 


