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Engineered Rock Riffle at Silver Creek along Smith Mills in Hanover, New York” by Cassandra Pinkoski.  
Photo by Melissa Mee, Secretary, Chautauqua County Soil and Water Conservation District.    

Cover Photo 

A Letter from the CDEA President 

2020 has really been a different year for us all! Covid-19 has closed offices separated friends and scared 

everyone. While this has been a very challenging time Districts have continued to work hard to provide 

programs and assistance to the public and producers. Does this sound similar to my last letter, yes it does 

because we keep working hard to adjust and manage all of our operations. Again, a huge thank you goes to all 

of our District employees who have been working hard to figure out how to keep things going and to keep it 

together! While things have changed, we are still working on District programs and trainings, and if you are 

like us we have been called upon even more!  

Conservation Skills took a different path this year. The Conservation Skills Workshop Committee worked hard 

on planning a modified event to make sure people could still participate while meeting state Covid-19 

requirements. That being said there were still over 100 people who “attended” the virtual learning and field 

classes. Thank you to Stacy, Tom, Greg, Paula and PJ for all the work organizing all those classes! I know it 

was not easy and I am sure I am leaving someone out but thank you! 

Water Quality Symposium is being planned as a regular even at this time, however we are considering if we 

need to make adjustments. It will be at the Hilton Double Tree again March 9-12, 2021. We will continue to 

have the 5 tracks- Agriculture lead by Al Fagan, Non-Agriculture lead by Jessica Verrigni, Forestry lead by 

Kristin Ballou, Education lead by Caitlin Stewart and clerks lead by Diana Thorn and Bethany Comella. The 

WQS takes allot of work to put together, from classes, entertainment, hotel accommodations, food and 

technology. If you would like to assist in any of these aspects please contact myself of Dustin Lewis.  

On the WQS topic it is time to consider running for a position on the executive team of the NYSCDEA. We all 

encourage competition so if you are interested throw your hat in, contact me or Past President Steve Lorriane. 

We defiantly need candidates for the Secretary and Treasurer positions. Please consider running. It is a 

meeting every other month that can last from 2 to 4 hours and a few emails in the middle. Depending on the 

position there is a bit more or less to it. We are also shifting our 4-hour online course to new software and 

automating the payments and certificates a bit so it is less work on our Treasurer.  

I cannot say it enough THANK YOU all for your continued hard work and dedication to Districts. I know we 

do it because we love it, but a thank you is well deserved. Please be kind, be patience and be a part of the 

positive out there.  

Thank you everyone! 

Chastity Miller 

President- NYSCDEA 
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Troop 85 scouts, leaders and family members cleaned along a section of the Tioughnioga River in the City of 
Cortland. They were 16 out of nearly 100 volunteers who recently participated in Cortland County Soil and 

Water Conservation District's 24th annual River Clean-up. 

The Ontario County Soil & Water Conservation District created a virtual pasture walk video at Wooded Acre 

Farm in Ontario County. Join Troy Bishopp, also known as the “Grass Whisperer” from Madison 

County SWCD, Tucker Kautz from Ontario County SWCD, and Mike Baker, manager of Wooded Acre Farm 

and the Beef Cattle Extension Specialist for Cornell University, for a pasture walk. Learn more 

about pasture management, soil health, and how to use a grazing stick. If you have any questions, feel free to 

contact us.  Here is the link to our video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VKGzzFw5d0 ("Pasture Walk 

with the Grass Whisperer and Ontario County SWCD"). 

Virtual Pasture Walk Video 
Alaina Robarge, Conservation District Educator, Ontario County Soil & Water Conservation District 
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Ag Tire Recycling Project Summary 
Eric Jensen, Resource Conservation Specialist, Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation District 

 

Waste ag tires piled outside 
provide an environment for 
mosquitoes to breed in the 
stagnant water that collects inside.  
These mosquitos pose a health 
concern since they can carry West 
Nile Virus, EEE, and other 
diseases.  By removing the tires, 
the risk of disease is reduced.  In 
addition, large tire piles are a risk 
if they catch fire and release thick 
black smoke and water pollutants 
from runoff due to fire suppression 
activities. Farms are required to 
comply with new NYS DEC waste 
tire regulations but they have a 
difficult time finding safe options 
to dispose of worn out ag tires.  
This is because local landfills and 
tire recyclers do not accept them 
due to the size and thickness of the 
tires.  The Skaneateles Lake 
Watershed Ag Program (SLWAP) 
was able to identify a facility in 
Niagara Falls, New York that 
processes large ag tires.   

In 2019, the Onondaga County 
Soil & Water Conservation 
District was able to collect 32 
large dumpster loads of waste tires 
from farms around the county.  
These loads totaled over 187 tons 
or over 12,000 tires!  These whole 
waste auto tires had previously 
been used to weight down feed 
storage bunk covers on dairy 

farms.  Now farms are transitioning to cut tire 
sidewalls for bunk cover weights which have the 
benefit on not collecting stagnant water.  Farms also 
find themselves to be sites of illegal tire dumping, and 
our program also helped to alleviate this burden. 

This year, a pilot program was initiated when seven 
trailer loads of waste ag tires were collected and sent 
to be processed.  These trailers required extra high 
lifts to load the tires over the 13.5 feet sidewalls. 
Smaller ag tires were added to fill in the void spaces 
to complete the trailer loads.  The tires will be 
shredded into chips of various sizes and used for 
energy or other uses.  We believe the extra effort to 
remove these large ag tires and comply with NYS 
DEC regulations will provide lasting environmental 

benefits to the watershed and community.  

For more 
information on 
large ag tire 
recycling, contact 
the SLWAP at the 
Onondaga County 
Soil & Water 
Conservation 
District office 
location at 6680 
Onondaga Lake 
Parkway, 
Liverpool at (315) 
457-0325. High lift loading ag tires at farm. 

Ag tire loading operations at farm. 

Niles Hwy equipment loading Ag tires.   
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Shotwell Brook Stromwater Attenuation Project—Skaneateles Lake 

Kim Clark, Conservation District Technician, Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation 
District 

The Shotwell Brook stormwater attenuation project has 
been completed in Skaneateles, NY!  The project 
involved the creation of a 1.05 acre constructed wetland 
on abandoned agricultural land with an extensive 
floodplain 
allowing for 
1,920,000 
gallons of 
storage 
during high 
flow stream 
discharge 
events.  The 
project also 
included 
cross vane 
and rock 
grade control structures installed at the upstream end of 
the floodplain swale.  These features direct discharges 
above bankfull flow into the wetland allowing for 
temporary storage and attenuation of peak flows.   
Creating an expansive floodplain provides many 
enhanced benefits for the watershed such as carbon 
sequestration, downstream flood mitigation and water 
quality improvements including; sediment trapping, 
nutrient removal and chemical detoxification.    

The primary goal of this conservation practice is to 
significantly reduce sediment transport to Skaneateles 
Lake.   High 
intensity 
storm events 
have 
historically 
resulted in 
high volume 
turbid 
discharges at 
the tributary 
outlet 
resulting in 
significant sediment plumes in Skaneateles Lake.   
Improving water quality within the Shotwell Brook 
Watershed  is of high priority due to its close proximity 
to one of the City of Syracuse’s drinking water intakes.  
The City and surrounding communities comprise of 
over 220,000 households that are dependent on 
Skaneateles Lake as their unfiltered drinking water 
supply.     

The project was a collaboration between 
Fish & Wildlife Service, Skaneateles Lake 
Watershed Agricultural Program and 
Onondaga County Soil & Water 
Conservation District.  A huge thank you to 
Gian Dodici at the Fish & Wildlife Service 
for the design and input to see this project 
come to fruition, to the contractor Kurt 
Warren who completed the project before 
the deadline and under budget, the City of 
Syracuse and NYS Climate Resilient 
Farming Grant for funding and to the 
landowner Barry Maturevitz for allowing 
this project to be constructed on his 
property.  This project is a demonstration of 
several agencies working together to 
improve water quality and help keep 
Skaneateles Lake clean!    
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Willow Planting Along the Boquet River  
Olivia Dickenson, Conservation District Technician, Essex County Soil and Water Conservation 

District  

Essex County Soil and Water partnered with Trout Unlimited and the Boquet River Association to plant 

willows along Boquet River in the Town of Lewis. Two farms adjacent to the river helped by pre-drilling 

holes.  With fifteen volunteers over 700 willow cuttings were planted along the North and South side of the 

river, covering 3400 feet on each side.  
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Link to article:  https://www.farmprogress.com/farm-operations/old-school-farming-melds-new-age-ideas 

 

Link to podcast:  https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/young-farmer-podcast/
id1508195823#episodeGuid=americanagriculturist.podbean.com%2F44c34240-fedd-347c-a40b-
105abda60166 

Sang Lee Farms of Suffolk County Winds EM-LCA Award.   
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October 31, 2020                                 

 

Dear SWCD Directors, 
 
On Wednesday evening, October 21, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. the NYACD Board hosted a virtual annual business 
meeting and awards presentation.  Overall, the event went off without hitch.  There were over fifty folks in 
attendance and that was great for hosting a virtual event.  There were no resolutions provided in advance 
of the meeting and none presented off the floor. 
 
Bill Peoples reviewed the 2021 NYACD budget, which was voted on by the Board at the October regular 
business meeting.   
 
The present Board was reelected again for the 2021 year.  There is a need for the following Divisions to 
reach out to your Directors and become a Board member Division Representative. 

 

Division III, Division V, Division VII, Division VIII 

We hold monthly Zoom meetings the fourth Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. We would welcome you 
a board.  Please let us know if you would like to be on the NYACD or know of someone that would.  More 
details can be provided as to your duties and responsibilities if you would be interested.  You can reach out 
to any of the NYACD Board members or myself. 
 
The congratulations go out to all the nominees and award winners. The followings are 
 
The award winners: 

 

Distinguished Service –  William “Bill” Peoples, NYACD Board Treasurer 

Robert “Bob” VanLare – Dean Moore, Warren Co. SWCD 

Appreciation –  Pierre Chagnon, Chautauqua Co. Legislature 

Associate –   Mike Contessa, CVA 

Diversity –   Delaware Co. SWCD 

Special Service –  Lisa Vanistrom, Chautauqua Co. Legislature 

Partnership –   Heath Eisele, NRCS out of Genesee Co. SWCD 

Commendation –  Mark Seider, Niagara Co. SWCD District Manager 

Continued on page 10.   

New York Association of Conservation Districts 

c/o Steuben County SWCD 

415 W. Morris Street 

Bath, NY 14810 
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From page 9.   

Media Awards: 

Best Core Mission –  Onondaga Co. SWCD 

Best Education –  St. Lawrence Co. SWCD   

Best AEM -   Hamilton Co. SWCD 

 

Once the plaques have been completed and received, I will reach out to the winners to schedule a way to be 

sure they receive them. 

 

The 2021 Legislative Days will be held virtual this year on Monday, March 1st and Tuesday, March 2nd, 2021.  

The “Save-the-Date” flyer has been emailed but is also is included with this letter.  Registration information 

will be included with this letter for what Legislators you would like to Zoom with virtually.  Once I know who 

you will be meeting with, I will set up the schedule and provide you with the necessary Zoom information in 

February. 

 

WE NEED YOU!!! 

The 2024 NCF-Envirothon needs committee members, so if you have any staff personnel that would like to 
become a committee member, we would greatly appreciate it.  We have opening Chair positions that need 
to be filled.   We need a Treasurer, Secretary, and Volunteer Coordinator. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (607) 965-6316 (home # is best to reach me). 

 

Sincerely,  

Blanche                    
Blanche L. Hurlbutt,  

NYACD Ex. Director  

 

P.S. : Stay safe! 

 

Enc:  Save-the-Date 

  Legislation Day 
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Happy Fall to all the hard working and dedicated technical 

staff that are fighting the good fight everyday on the Allergen 

battle field! Cheers* and may you all make it to the holidays!   

From Lindsey M. Gerstenslager, Wayne County Soil and 

Water Conservation District Manager.     

CDEA Wine and Pint Glass Tour 
We all love our CDEA wine and pint glasses.  Here they are in action across New York State.  Cheers!     

Photo by Chastity Miller, District 

Manager, Franklin County Soil and Water 

Conservation District 

Caitlin Stewart, Hamilton County Soil and 

Water Conservation District enjoys lemon 

ginger kombucha in her CDEA wine glass.   

Susan Lewis, Albany County Soil and Water 

Conservation District, pours a glass of 

Dragon Fruit wine from Lakeland Winery.    
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Photo Album 

Christine Watkins, Jefferson County SWCD 

Executive Director took this in Lewis County on 
her way to work.   

Photo by Corrina Aldrich, District Manager 
Washington County Soil and Water 

Conservation District 

Photo by Corrina Aldrich, District Manager Washington 
County Soil and Water Conservation District 
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Photo Album 

Photo by Corrina Aldrich, District Manager Washington County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 

The photo captures the beautiful sunrise over an 
alfalfa field on a foggy morning. Taken on 

10/14/2020 in the Town of Easton, Washington 
County, NY.   Amber Luke , Natural Resources 
Conservation Technician of Washington County 

Soil and Water Conservation District.    

 

Artemis has gone on epic autumn adventures in 
the Adirondacks.  Here he is on the summit of 
Watch Hill, Indian Lake.  His mom is Caitlin 

Stewart, Hamilton County Soil and Water 
Conservation District.   
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Did you know you can use AMAZON Smile to help the NYS Envirothon!  Please use Amazon Smile to 

give back to the Environmental Education Foundation for the 

State Envirothon and the National Envirothon in 2023!  Here 

is the link for amazon smile along with some screenshots of 

what it should look like.  Once you have selected them, it 

works exactly the same as the regular amazon site.  Just note 

that if you go to the regular amazon.com site or use the app 

the charity will not get any donations, you have to use the 

smile.amazon.com site.  If you forget to go to the smile site 

and already have stuff in your cart (in app or on regular 

amazon site), you can still go to the smile site and login and 

the items in your cart will show up on that site too, I did it 

just to try!   Go to:  https://smile.amazon.com & Sign in with 

your amazon account.  This account has already done it, so it 

shows that their supporting the EEF already, but if you 

haven’t yet you should automatically be prompted to pick a 

charity.  Then you just search for “Environmental Education 

Foundation of Soil and Water Conservation” and hit select.  

REMEMBER- note that if you go to the regular amazon.com 

site or use the app the charity will not get any donations; you have to use the smile.amazon.com site.  

Thank you so much! We need all the help we can get.  

Support the NYS Envirothon with Amazon Smile 
Chastity Miller, President, NYS Conservation District Employees’ Association, Inc.  
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New York State Conservation District Employees’ Association, Inc. 

Executive Committee Members  

Chastity Miller, President 

Dustin Lewis, Vice President 

Caitlin Stewart, Secretary  

Kristin White, Treasurer 

Dean Moore, Member at Large 

Division Representatives 

Scott Collins, Division I 

Aaron Buchta, Division II 

Raeanne Dulanski, Division III 

Shawn Murphy, Division IV 

Kristin Ballou, Division V 

Amber Luke, Division VI 

Erin Sommerville, Division VII 

Ann Marie Calabro, Division VIII 

www.nyscdea.com 


