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Cover Photo 

The 2022 New York State Envirothon was held May 25 and 26 at Hobart and William Smith Colleges, 

Geneva.  Photo submitted by Blanche Hurlbutt, NYS Envirothon Chairperson.   
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Tad Gerace, Ontario County 

SWCD, cheers to my fabulous 

coworkers! 

Frank Bratt Scholarship Applications Due September 1 

Caitlin Stewart, New York State Conservation District Employees’ Association 

Vice President 

The next round of Frank Bratt scholarship applications are due September 1, 2022.  The purpose of this 

scholarship is to assist future conservationist's in expanding their education on topics related to natural 

resources. The Frank Bratt Scholarship is available to Conservation District Employees. The scholarship is 

also available to selected conservation partners in New York State.  Those interested in applying can do so 

four times throughout the year.  Application deadlines are March 1, June 1, September 1, and December 1, and 

can be downloaded from the NYS CDEA website.  The scholarship is not available to the general public.  For 

more information, contact Scott Collins at (716) 434-4949.    

https://www.nyscdea.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/2021-Frank-Bratt-Application.pdf
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fielddays.newyorksoilhealth.org
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45adae2ba4f9c16-2022
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45adae2ba4f9c16-2022
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2022 NYS Envirothon in Photos 

Dean Moore, photo bomb.   

 Sam enjoying Stewart's Shops 

ice cream.   

Ronny was spotted at the Mohawk Valley Water 

Authority in Utica.  Hamilton County SWCD staff 

delivered water samples for analysis, and Ronny came 

out for a photo op.   
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The Franklin County Soil and Water Conservation District is hosting a Rural Roads and Forest Roads 

Training on July 19. This training is geared for District staff.  The location is still being determined but please 

save the date and share with anyone from your staff that will be conducting assessments.  Draft agenda 

follows below.  For more information or to register, contact Kristin Ballou at (518) 651-2097, 

kballou@fcswcd.org.     

Rural and Forest Roads Training slated for July 19 

Kristin Ballou, Franklin County Soil and Water Conservation District 



8 

Senior citizens receive awards at Poetry Contest Gala 

Caitlin Stewart, Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District 

LONG LAKE -  Seven senior citizens received 
awards at the Arbor Day Poetry Contest Gala held 
at the CVW Long Lake Public Library June 29.  
The Hamilton County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District hosted the 14th annual Arbor Day Po-
etry Contest for senior citizens this past spring.  
    

THE CONTEST 
“Now in its fourteenth year, the Arbor Day Poetry 
Contest was as creative as ever,” said District 
Manager Caitlin Stewart.  “I always look forward 
to re-working the theme and poetic form each year 
to keep the contest fresh for our seniors.  It is im-
portant to me to offer something fun just for 
them.”   
 
Eleven poets submitted Clogyrnach poems based 
on the theme “Hope Grows Through Trees.”  Spe-
cial guest judge Kathy Stewart ranked blind cop-
ies.     
 
“Another Arbor Day poetry jubilee with so many 
different interpretations of this year’s theme, 
“Hope Grows Through Trees,” said judge Kathy 
Stewart. “These poems, all composed by Hamilton 
Country seniors, seemed especially poignant this 
year. Our local poets’ thoughtful creativity always 
reminds me that time taken to reconnect with na-
ture is time well spent. As I read the submissions I 
often think that the poems in hand will be difficult 
to top, but every year, these wonderful people of-
fer me new ways to see trees - through their eyes.” 

 
THE GALA 
During the gala, District Manager Caitlin Stewart 
awarded all poets certificates of merit.  She also 
awarded town-wide and overall first, second, and 
third place certificates to the seniors.  Overall win-
ners received wildflower packets.  The seniors 
read their poems, and enjoyed refreshments cour-
tesy of the Long Lake Public Library.   
 
THE WINNERS 
Betsy Comeau of Long Lake received first place, 
Nancy B. Williams of Lake Pleasant received sec-
ond place, and Deborah Hodgkins of Wells re-
ceived third place.   
“Hamilton County SWD has provided a unique 
opportunity for senior citizens during the past 14 
years,” said Long Lake poet Betsy Comeau. 
“Generally, we tend to think of poetry contests as 
being relegated to schools and children, but a con-
test just for Seniors? This gem of an event which 
occurs during mud season is just the perfect 
springtime tonic to awaken our weary souls with 
thoughts about trees, gardening, and everything 
green. Knowing Spring is just around the corner 
while we create a poem to celebrate the season of 
renewal gives seniors a chance to experiment with 
a variety of poetic forms. We are teased into think-
ing about the importance of trees in our world in 
new ways with words. This is a contest seniors 
anxiously await the arrival of every year. Like the 
trees we think and write about, the opportunity to 

See Gala, page 8.   
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grow our minds takes root in the Annual Arbor 
Day Poetry Contest.”  
 
“Competing in the Hamilton County Arbor Day 
Poetry Contest is a way of showing the vibrancy 
of our lives, standing like a grove of healthy 
trees,” said Long Lake poet Bob Tice.Arbor Day 
was celebrated April 29 and honored the im-
portance of planting trees.     
 
Seniors interested in participating in the 2023 Ar-
bor Day Poetry Contest can contact the District for 
more information.   

THE WINNING POEM PENNED BY BETSY 
COMEAU 
Maple tree once whispered to me 

Under her rustling canopy 
Always remember 
Living roots are strong 
Full of hope… 
Full of song.   
 
The District has been working to manage and pro-
mote the wise use of natural resources in Hamilton 
County since 1965.  For more information go to 
www.hamiltoncountyswcd.com or call 518-548-
3991.  

Gala (from page 7) 
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Turbo till radish inter-seeding into standing soybeans, YEAH I AM SOLD.   Photo by Jason Cuddeback, 

Cayuga County SWCD.    

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc--mOP-rrXCisSG5S_8P8uAe2ugLqoAaI5PFCVgrIDXNAkOw/viewform
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NYACD Update 
Blanche L. Hurlbutt, NY Association Conservation Districts Executive Director 

2022 has been a busy year for NYACD with 

attending face-to-face meetings and really good to 

see folks again. 

The NYACD Board has had some changes related 

to the Board members. Tom Ryan, Secretary & 

acting Treasurer has stepped down from his 

positions due to health reasons. Tom will be 

missed come October. Ernie Swift will be stepping 

down from his position as Division 4 

Representative and will be stepping into the roll as 

Treasurer. 

WE NEED DIRECTORS!!!  We need a secretary, 

and the following Division Representatives. 

Divisions needed to be filled are III, IV, VI, VII, 

and VIII.  It is important that these division 

positions are filled. This is how NYACD learns 

about the needs, concerns, and topics to be 

addressed to help districts and their directors. 

NYACD annual meeting will be hosted October 

2022 at the Hampton Inn, Cazenovia will be 

kicking off with a Madison Co. SWCD tour 

highlighting projects completed within their 

county this past year on Tuesday. October 20, 

2022. Wednesday morning, we have great sessions 

scheduled following with the NYACD annual 

board meeting. Thursday morning, we have some 

more great sessions for Directors, Managers, and 

Clerks. The first packet of information has been 

mailed and the registration packet will be out in 

August. Do not forget to register and discuss any 

potential resolutions you would like to have 

brought forward at the annual meeting. 

NYACD have been hosting their monthly 

meetings by Zoom. The Board meetings are held 

the  fourth Wednesday of the month. NYACD is 

happy to share the Zoom meeting contact 

information to anyone that would like to attend. 

Please reach out to the NYACD Executive 

Director. 

The 4-Way Partners scheduling their next 

quarterly meeting in person at the Chenango Co. 

SWCD office. One of the items on the agenda is 

the 4-Way Partnership MOU. Anyone who would 

like to attend this event please let us know. I 

would be happy to share date & time with you 

once everything is set. 

Once again NYACD and Districts shared their 

concern regarding the Stream C bill  created in 

2019-2020 budget period vetoed by the Governor 

in 2020. The bill was  reintroduced under bill 

numbers in the Senate #S4162 & Assembly 

#A6652 and passed in both houses once again. As 

of this writing (June 23rd) the Stream C bills have 

not been received by Governor Hochul. We were 

hoping & pushing for this bill not to be 

reintroduced or passed, but since it has, we 

expressed our concerns  and hardship this would 

cause the districts if they had to go through the 

NYS DEC permitting process. Once again, we are 

encouraging the Governor to not support this bill. 

Once the Governor receives the bill on her desk, 

she has ten (10) days to pass or veto. So, please if 

you have not already done so, send her a letter 

opposing this bill. 

I met with the Director of Rensselaer in May and 

what a good meeting that was. I was invited to 

share with them what NYACD does and what I do 

on their behalf to promote NYACD. 

This summer Sam Casella, NYACD President will 

be traveling to the NACD Summer meeting to 

represent New York. In late August Sam & myself 

will be attending the NE NACD representing New 

York. These are both important meetings to share 

what NY is doing, learn from meeting others to 

hear what they are doing. To bring back what we 

have learned to share with Directors & Districts. 

If you have any questions, concerns, or would like 

to be a part of the NYACD Board please reach out 

to me, Blanche L. Hurlbutt by phone #607-965-

6316 (if calling home number is best, cell does not 

always come in) or email 

blanche_13335@yahoo.com 
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Did you know you can use AMAZON Smile to help the NYS Envirothon!  Please use Amazon Smile to 

give back to the Environmental Education Foundation for the State Envirothon and the National 

Envirothon in 2023!  Here is the link for amazon smile along with some screenshots of what it should look 

like.  Once you have selected them, it works exactly the same as the regular amazon site.  Just note that if 

you go to the regular amazon.com site or use the app the charity will not get any donations, you have to 

use the smile.amazon.com site.  If you forget to go to the smile site and already have stuff in your cart (in 

app or on regular amazon site), you can still go to the smile site and login and the items in your cart will 

show up on that site too, I did it just to try!   Go to:  https://smile.amazon.com & Sign in with your amazon 

account.  This account has already done it, so it shows that their supporting the EEF already, but if you 

haven’t yet you should automatically be prompted to pick a charity.  Then you just search for 

“Environmental Education Foundation of Soil and Water Conservation” and hit select.  REMEMBER- 

note that if you go to the regular amazon.com site or use the app the charity will not get any donations; you 

have to use the smile.amazon.com site.  Thank you so much! We need all the help we can get.  

Support the NYS Envirothon with Amazon Smile 
Chastity Miller, NYS Conservation District Employees’ Association, Inc.  

https://smile.amazon.com
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New York State Conservation District Employees’ Association, Inc. 

Executive Committee Members  

Dustin Lewis, President 

Caitlin Stewart, Vice President 

Joann Burke, Secretary  

Chastity Miller, Treasurer 

Dean Moore, Member at Large 

Division Representatives 

Scott Collins, Division I 

Jason Cuddeback , Division II 

Raeanne Dulanski, Division III 

Shawn Murphy, Division IV 

Kristin Ballou, Division V 

Corrina Aldrich, Division VI 

Erin Sommerville, Division VII 

Ann Marie Calabro, Division VIII 

www.nyscdea.com 


