
 
 

Meeting Minutes 
November 24, 2025 
Special Zoom Meeting 
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Minutes 

 
I. Call to order – President Stewart called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m. and 

introductions were made. 
 

II. Treasurer’s Report – Kemmeren reported she had emailed the cover sheet, bank 
statements, and reconciliation records prior to the meeting. Lengthy discussion occurred.  

 
• A motion was made by Stoddard seconded by Yaw to close the Resource Training 

Savings Account and transfer $27, 083.93 to the 4-Hour Savings Account. All in 
favor. Carried. 

 
• A motion was made by Stewart seconded by Brinkley to approve the Treasurer’s 

Report. All in favor. Carried. 
 
III. Executive Session to discuss the Treasurer’s position 

 
• A motion was made by Stewart seconded by Stoddard to enter Executive Session at 

9:32 a.m.  
 
• A motion was made by Stewart seconded by Halloran to exit Executive Session at 

10:16 a.m.  

Division Representatives                
Jason Cuddeback, Division II        
Carla Yaw, Division III                     
Lydia Brinkley Division IV      
Maren Stoddard, Division V          
Nick Klemczak, Division VI         
Olivia Calandra, Division VIII 

 
Absent 
Rebecca Campbell, Division I       
Vacant, Division VII                

                                   
            
                                                            

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Executive Committee Members  
Caitlin Stewart, President 
Jessica Armstrong, Vice President 
Joann Burke, Secretary  
Katy Kemmeren, Treasurer                             
Alice Halloran, Member at Large     
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• A motion was made by Yaw and seconded by Stoddard to approve the purchase of 

the latest version of QuickBooks online for $1,500. All in favor. Carried. 
 

IV. Review and approve the CDEA News RFPs – Armstrong reported she received 2 RFPs 
for the CDEA news. Board reviewed the RFPs from Oneida County SWCD and 
Montgomery County SWCD. 

 
• A motion was made by Brinkley and seconded by Halloran to approve the 

Montgomery County SWCD RFP for CDEA News in the amount of $4,000 for four 
quarterly newsletters. All in favor. Armstrong abstained. Carried. 

 
V. Discussion: Memorandum from attorney regarding priority research areas and the 

NYS Envirothon – Stewart emailed prior to the meeting a memorandum from Jim 
Gascon from Costello Cooney & Fearon, PLLC. Discussion ensued. Stewart will reach 
out to Gascon to request a cease-and-desist order for JoAnn Kurtis and to ask whether 
lobbying status would change if organization were 501c6 and not 501c3. Feedback will 
be requested by the December 8, 2025, meeting. 

 
VI. Other 

• Armstrong reported that Katie WhitKovits contacted her concerning the Resource Fair at 
Water Quality Symposium. Reviewed last year’s prices. Kemmeren stated there needs to 
be a disclaimer that if they do not show no refunds will be issued. 
 

• A motion was made by Stewart seconded by Halloran to approve the Water Quality 
Symposium Resource Fair prices as follows: Vendors - $300 per table, Farmer’s 
Market - $30/table including a $100 discount for an overnight stay and free dinner 
meals for two people. All in favor. Carried.  
 

• A motion was made by Yaw seconded by Stewart to approve the purchase request 
from Kristin White for 4-Hour Erosion and Sediment Control Training in the 
amount of $1,029.97. All in favor. Carried. 
 
 

VII. Next Meetings 
 

• CDEA Special Meeting – December 8, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. 
• January 21-22, 2026, at Hyatt Regency Rochester 125 East Main St, Rochester, NY 

14604 and virtual 
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VIII. Adjournment  
 
• A motion was made by Halloran, seconded by Klemczak, to adjourn the meeting at 

10:45 a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Joann Burke 
CDEA Secretary 
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